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From the Editor’s Desk…

You have probably noticed that we have been running bi-monthly Bulle-
tins, starting with the July/August issue. Due to necessary cost-cutting
measures, we are now printing 6 Bulletins a year instead of 9. We are
increasing the issue size to 44 pages instead of 36 in order to provide
you with all the news. If you have any questions or comments, please let
us know. You can contact Publisher PNC Maurice Sharp or me at the
addresses to your left.  And if you want to help offset the cost of print-
ing the magazine, please be sure to make a donation to the Voluntary
Funding Program started by Senior Vice Commander Morris Barker.
Please know that your Board of Directors is doing everything possible
to keep costs down and programs running smoothly.

The next direct mail program will be your address/holiday labels. Please
be as generous as possible. AXPOW appreciates your support. Since 1983,
these programs have been providing the bulk of our funding. We receive
no government assistance, nor do we approach the public. Our members
and their generosity provide all of our funds.

Veterans Day is November 11th. If your town has events planned, try to
attend. What began as a way to commemorate the War to End All Wars at
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month has grown
to honor the heroism of millions of young men and women who give
everything for their country. God Bless them all!

Happy Holidays!

Clydie, Marsha,
Sally,

Donna , Cheryl,
Sonnie Bill &

your
National
Officers
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National Commander
Kenny H Hanson

news
from
hq

I want to thank the membership
sincerely for electing me National
Commander of this great and won-
derful organization. It is truly the
greatest honor of my life.

This year we will be focusing on our
initiative for Next of Kin, having
them take a more active role in the
business of the organization. Also
this year, we are actively working
to obtain a 501©3 classification
from the IRS. With a 501©3 classi-
fication, we will be better equipped
to raise badly needed funds. In the
meantime, keep up your wonderful
generosity, donating to the Volun-
tary Funding Program. Every penny
donated to that program goes 100%
toward our programs. Also please,
keep donating to our direct mail
programs (labels, calendars, pins,
etc.) that you receive in the mail.
We receive the entire profit of those

programs. If you have an AXPOW
Master Card, please use it as well,
since we receive a small kick-back
for every purchase as well as a flat
fee for the initial card application
and renewal. If you don’t have your
card yet, you may get an applica-
tion by contacting National Head-
quarters.

Next year’s National Convention
will be a very special one. It will be
held in Albany, Georgia about 40
miles south of our museum at
Andersonville. The highlight of the
convention will be a day trip to
Andersonville for opening ceremo-
nies and a visit to our magnificent
museum. So watch your Bulletins
for more information staring in
January. The past two conventions
have been the best I have seen in
recent years. The in-fighting that
was prevalent in past conventions
was not there. The last two have
been more like family reunions.
This year in Boise was the first time
that we have used a reunion com-
pany to handle the logistics of the
convention and things went
smoothly, with the exception of a
few minor snags which are being
ironed out between us and the re-
union company.

Jan and I want to take this oppor-
tunity to wish each and every one
of you a very Merry Holiday Season
and a Happy New Year.

Kenny

Another year is passing us by. It’s
been a good one for AXPOW.

It’s time for annual members to
renew their dues. Do it now so you
don’t miss an issue of the maga-
zine.

There has been some confusion
over where to mail your donations.
We have three addresses you can
use. You may always send your
donations to National Headquar-
ters in Arlington, Texas. We will
make sure they get credited to the
proper place. You can send dona-
tions to the National Treasurer in
Tennessee. Sonnie Bill will handle
them.

The third address is in New Hamp-
shire. This address is where all our
direct mail donations go. The do-
nations are processed and depos-
ited directly into AXPOW’s banking
account. We have access to your
donations immediately.

We hope this clears up any confu-
sion you may have.

Speaking of direct mail, your ad-
dress labels will be coming to you
in November. Please be as generous
as you are able. We appreciate your
support.

Happy Holidays to all. We are look-
ing forward to 2010!

Clydie, Sally, Marsha and Donna.

Take your grandchildren on the

learning experience of a lifetime!

National Convention
September 21-26, 2010

Albany, Georgia
Opening Ceremonies will be held at

Andersonville National Historic Site
The National POW Museum

Don’t Miss it!



Legislative Committee

NC Kenny Hanson

Les Jackson

Charles Stenger, Ph.D

Mary Rolen

7450 Spring Village Dr. CC510

Springfield, VA  22150

(703) 923-9444

on capitol hill
1722 Eye Street, NW #204

Washington, D.C. 20421

(202) 530-9220;

(202) 223-8818 fax
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Additional Benefits for

Korean War Veterans

VA is proposing to amend its
adjudication regulations to extend
a presumption of herbicide
exposure to certain Veterans who
served in Korea.  Specifically, the
proposed rule would add a new
paragraph (a)(6)(iv) to 38 C.F.R. §
3.307 that would read as follows:

(a)(6)(iv) A veteran who, during
active military, naval, or air
service, served between April 1,
1968, and July 31, 1969, in a unit
that operated in or near the
Korean DMZ in an area in which
herbicides are known to have been
applied during that period shall be
presumed to have been exposed
during such service to an herbicide
agent, unless there is affirmative
evidence to establish that the
veteran was not exposed to any
such agent during that service.

The proposed rule would also
extend entitlement to VA health
care, vocational rehabilitation
benefits, and a monetary allowance
under 38 U.S.C., Chapter 18, to
biological children of “veterans
with covered service in Korea” who
have spina bifida.

The proposed provisions regarding
children with spina bifida define
“veteran with covered service in
Korea” as:

a person who served in the active
military, naval, or air service in or
near the Korean DMZ between
September 1, 1967, and August
31, 1971, and who is determined
by VA, in consultation with the
Department of Defense, to have
been exposed to a herbicide agent
during such service.  Exposure to
a herbicide agent will be conceded
if the veteran served between April
1, 1968, and July 31, 1969, in a
unit that operated in or near the
Korean DMZ in an area in which
herbicides are known to have been
applied during that period.

Agent Orange

Benefits Extended

VA extends “Agent Orange” ben-
efits to more veterans. Parkinson’s
Disease, two other illnesses area
also recognized. Relying on an in-
dependent study by the Institute of
Medicine (IOM), Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki decided
to establish a service-connection
for Vietnam Veterans with three
specific illnesses based on the lat-
est evidence of an association with

the herbicides referred to Agent Or-
ange.

The illnesses affected by the recent
decision are B cell leukemias, such
as hairy cell leukemia; Parkinson’s
disease; and ischemic heart disease.

Used in Vietnam to defoliate trees
and remove concealment for the
enemy, Agent Orange left a legacy
of suffering and disability that con-
tinues to the present.  Between
January 1965 and April 1970, an
estimated 2.6 million military per-
sonnel who served in Vietnam were
potentially exposed to sprayed
Agent Orange.

Make a
Contribution to
your Grandkids’

Education!

Bring them to
Andersonville

September 21-26,
2010!

In practical terms, Veterans who
served in Vietnam during the war
and who have a “presumed” illness
don’t have to prove an association
between their illnesses and their
military service.  This “presump-
tion” simplifies and speeds up the
application process for benefits.

The Secretary’s decision brings to
15 the number of presumed ill-
nesses recognized by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA).

“We must do better reviews of ill-
nesses that may be connected to
service, and we will,” Shinseki
added. “Veterans who endure
health problems deserve timely
decisions based on solid evidence.”

Other illnesses previously recog-
nized under VA’s “presumption”
rule as being caused by exposure
to herbicides during the Vietnam
War are:

Acute and Subacute Transient Pe-
ripheral Neuropathy
AL Amyloidosis
Chloracne
Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia
Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2)
Hodgkin’s Disease
Multiple Myeloma
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
Porphyria Cutanea Tarda
Prostate Cancer
Respiratory Cancers
and
Soft Tissue Sarcoma (other than
Osteosarcoma, Chondrosarcoma,
Kaposi’s sarcoma, or Mesothe-
lioma)
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VA Outreach

S*O*O*N

Before it’s too late

NSO Fred Campbell, Chairman
 3312 Chatterton Dr.
San Angelo, TX 76904
325-944-4002; fredrev@webtv.net

Dear Abby Outreach
She Did it Again!

We live and learn. That’s sort of
what happened with an issue that
is changing many military veterans’
widows’ lives. For 45 years, Maxine
had sought the VA widow’s benefit,
ever since her husband had died in
1963. Effective Sept. 23, 2008, the
Dept. of Veterans Affairs had finally
learned to recognize that Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis, Lou
Gehrig’s Disease, affected the lives
of our armed forces veterans to a
much greater extent than it did the
non-veteran population. And ALS
was approved as service-connected.

And finally Maxine got her VA
widow’s benefit, Dependency & In-
demnity Compensation.

That was fine for Maxine and a few
others who happened to hear about
this new VA ruling. But the VA can’t
really advertise. So, how to get the
word out?

In 2001, Dear Abby graciously in-
cluded my letter about the special
VA benefits available for former
prisoners of war in two of her col-
umns. Many former POWs got their
VA benefits because of Dear Abby
published countrywide.

Time to approach Dear Abby again.
So, a letter about the new service-

connected presumptive to Dear
Abby, June 3, 2009. Sixteen days
later comes a call from Dear Abby
in Los Angeles. “We don’t think you
want to put your phone number in
your letter; just your email and ad-
dress. Your ALS letter will be in the
Saturday, July 18, 2009 Dear Abby
column”. And so it was.

By Wednesday, July 23, 2009, re-
sponse had reached 1,000 emails
and several hundred letters, plus
phone calls. I sent Dear Abby an
express mail letter, including the
VA universal phone 1-800-827-
1000, left out of the first letter. Two
days later, Friday at 8PM, call from
Dear Abby. “I am so pleased to
reach out to so many veterans’ wid-
ows. Your second letter will be in
the Aug 20th Dear Abby column.” I
said are you really Abby, calling at
6PM Los Angeles time?” “Yes, I am.
I’m Jeanne (Phillips who writes Dear
Abby).  Here’s my phone number if
you need to call me.” She is elated
at how her column has helped so
many people.

Emails and letters and calls are still
coming in, but the flood seems to
be over. Result: over 2,500 emails
and 500 letters, plus many phone
calls. Help! To the rescue came Cly-
die Morgan, Marsha Coke and
Donna Watson in our AXPOW Head-
quarters; they took my email pass-
word and worked my 2,500 emails
down to where I can take care of
the daily few, sending my message
on how to start a claim. I could not
have done it, what a relief! And the
letters, again Help! Here in our
Concho Valley AXPOW chapter,
Stella Webb and Linda Hodges
pitched in to help me answer the
500 initial letters. Without help of
these six ladies, including my wife,
Peggy, Dear Abby responses would
have done me in. Now it’s just a few
emails, letters and calls a day. I have
referred these widows (plus two
veterans recently diagnosed with
ALS) to many service officers, VA
service reps and especially to Para-
lyzed Veterans of America service
offices around the country as they

have a special program for ALS
claimants. Everyone has gone to
work so willingly to reach out to
these ALS claimants. It’s wonderful.
Thousands of widows will be receiv-
ing these widows’ benefits, many
below poverty life level, changing
their lives for the better.

Success messages have been grati-
fying, like:
“Mr. C. I want to thank you so much.
I wrote you about ALS entitlement
and your good friend Linda Hodges
called me with a number to call…I
have been to the county veterans’
services and my application was
entered into the computer. My
seven children lost their father way
too soon and this won’t bring him
back, but it will enable me to give
more to hungry and homeless. God
bless you for all you do. Thanks
again. Pat S (Minnesota)”

“Dear Mr. C.  I just want to thank
you from the bottom of my heart.
You suggested I contact Richard
Carroll, which I did Aug. 11, told
him my story; he called back in a
couple of days and was here close
to two hours today completing
forms to send in. What a wonder-
ful, wonderful man…I appreciate all
you have done for me. Gratefully,
Carol (St. Paul MN)”. Served by our
AXPOW NSO in a great way.

Here’s a disturbing one referred to
another AXPOW NSO, Doc Unger in
Ohio: “Dear Sir, my husband Rob-
ert served in the US Navy in the
early ‘60s, was diagnosed with ALS
in Nov. 1999 and died from it in
March 2000. My son William served
active duty in the Army in 1987-88,
was diagnosed with ALS in Aug.
2001 and died Nov. 23, 2001, thus
both me and my daughter-in-law
widowed and hopefully eligible for
this new ALS benefit. Thank you for
your help. Mrs. S (Massillon, OH).
NOTE: A grandfather served in
WWI, later dying with identical



nso

Carol Timar
National Service Director
317 Country Club Park Rd Grand
Junction CO 81507
(970) 254-0139
jctimar@aol.com

Veterans/Widows’

COLA for 2010

Still Tracking at Zero

Recipients could possibly see no
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA)
next year for the first time in over
30 years, according to press reports
based on preliminary analysis by
the Congressional Budget Office
(CBO). The COLA is meant to ensure
benefits rise with consumer prices,
but the economic downturn and
lower energy prices have led to low
inflation over the last year.

In late September, House Majority
Leader Steny H. Hoyer declined to
support a move to provide senior
citizens a one-time payment of
$250 to make up for the expected
lack of a cost-of-living increase in
their Social Security benefits in
2010. Senior citizen groups and
many in Congress have been advo-
cating that Social Security recipi-
ents receive a $250 check.

NOTE TO NSOS: We are currently
working on a simple form to be
used by all NSOs in filing expense
reports. If you plan to submit ex-
penses to AXPOW, please contact

me for the form.
Ex-POW Bulletin
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outreach cont’d...

symptoms to ALS, long before Lou
Gehrig had it. Implications!

From Kathryn in Michigan: “Fred,
just had to let you know that I
called Robert Fletcher in Ann Arbor
who was very kind and helpful. He
said he would send out the form
for me to fill out and for me to get
it sent to the Detroit VARO right
away. Thanks again for your help.”

From Inez in Philadelphia area: “Af-
ter I read your ALS letter in Dear
Abby, you referred me to NSO Don
Lewis. I got in touch with him and
he was like a dream, so kind and
patient. I was confused by the pa-
pers sent me. After talking to Don,
I felt much better. He told me to
wait a bit and call Fred Johnson,
POW Coordinator in the VA, to find
out the status of my application. I
did and Fred Johnson helped me. I
thank God for all these wonderful
people He put in my path.”

Sally M in Connecticut: “Dear Mr.
C. Thank you so much for your
prompt response to my inquiry re-
garding veterans with death from
ALS. Please accept these stamps to
help, in a small way, your mailing
expense.” A thoughtful gift of a few
stamps helps us get the job done.

“Mr. C. Thank you so much for the
letter in Dear Abby. My husband
was a POW and he died of ALS. I
received a nice check and will re-
ceive a nice check every month.
Means so much to an 81-year old
widow. Thank you so much for car-
ing for others. Sincerely, Ann in
Lakeland, FL”

This email made my day:
“Dear Reverend Campbell, I re-
ceived phone calls in my office from
four different widows today, wish-
ing to apply for DIC benefits from
the Dept. of Veterans Affairs. Al-

though we have already filed claims
for many widows, the four that
called today heard about this ben-
efit due to a letter in Dear Abby that
you wrote.
Thank you so much for what you
have done. We have tried to get the
word out through an inestimable
number of venues, but continue to
learn of people who have never
heard of these benefits. Advise all
beneficiaries you know to call us as
soon as possible. You can even have
them call my office – 800-795-3607.
If they do not fall under the juris-
diction of my office, I will talk to
them and advise them and refer
them to the appropriate office. Even
today, one of the widows who called
I had to refer to our office in ME,
and another to our office in NY.
It is after hours, but if you wish to
speak to me I will provide my cell #
(which he did). Please do not give
this number to anyone. Again thank
you for the help you have provided
to all these widows.
Sincerely, Joe Badzmierowski, Se-
nior Benefits Advocate, Paralyzed
Veterans of America, 1575C JFK
Federal Bldg, Boston, MA 02203.”

I called Joe to thank him and asked
him to call a lady in New Hamp-
shire. The next day, from Joe in
Boston: “Fred, the woman you
asked me to call was not at home,
but I told the mother (a fragile 89
year old) I would try to reach her
later tonight or over the weekend.
If any other widows contact you
over the weekend, please don’t
hesitate to call me on my cell; I will
contact them. Joe”

What a caring service officer Joe is.
By the times of his messages, you
can see he was working for veter-
ans’ widows after hours for
sure…on Friday, etc.”!

We of American Ex-Prisoners of War
must realize we are reaching out to
veterans and their dependents in
far greater numbers, by the thou-
sands, than our former POW con-
tingency. We are doing good!



pow medsearch
Marsha Coke, Chairman

e-mail: axpow76010@yahoo.com

3201 E. Pioneer Pkway, Suite 40

Arlington, TX  76010

(817) 649-2979
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PRESUMPTIVE SERVICE

CONNECTED

DISABILITIES
 Public Law 97-37

(Layman’s Terms)

Originally published

by William Paul Skelton, Ill,

MD F.A.C.P.

updated by the Department

of Veterans Affairs

All ex-POWs should keep these and/
or  make copies. Whenever you open
your claim, take them with you and
make sure the adjudication officer
sees them and have him read them!
Make sure he knows all about them.
Tell him your own story as it relates
to your problem.....

1. ARTHRITIS, TRAUMATIC
Also known as articular trauma.
This disorder looks and is treated
just like degenerative arthritis (ar-
thritis associated with age) except
it is caused by severe damage to a
single or few joints producing early
onset arthritis. Since it has a defi-
nite cause, it is called a secondary
form of arthritis.  This is an ex-
tremely difficult diagnosis to make,
but in general one has to prove that
a specific trauma occurred to a
single or very few joints, and other
changes consistent with degenera-
tive arthritis are not present
throughout the rest of the body at
the same time. In short, these
changes need to be localized.

2. AVITAMINOSIS
The total lack of vitamins in the diet.
This disorder is a fatal condition un-
less it is supplemented with vita-
mins within a few weeks. There fore,
most individuals suffer from hypo-
vitaminosis, which is a relative de-
ficiency of vitamins in the diet. The
specific type, intensity and duration
of deprivation determines the long-
term effects.

3. BERIBERI
Caused by a severe lack of vitamin
BI (thiamine) in the diet. This pro-
duces changes in the nerves (both
in the brain and extremities) and the
heart. Brain changes could produce
dementia or psychosis. Nervous
changes are usually associated with
numbness and/or painful feet.

Beriberi heart disease is an acute
condition, similar to congestive
heart failure, except that the heart
pumps more blood than in normal
congestive heart failure and it is as-
sociated with the presence of an
excessive amount of lactic acid in
the body. It is unknown at this time
whether this can produce a chronic
state.

4. DYSENTERY, CHRONIC
A disease characterized by frequent
and watery stools, usually with
blood and mucus, and accompanied
by rectal and abdominal pain, fever,
and dehydration. This is an infec-
tion in the colon and can be caused
by a multitude of different organ-
isms, the most common of which is
amoeba which can produce a mild
or severe dysentery and possibly be
associated with a chronic irritable
colon.  Bacillary dysentery is asso-
ciated with the bacteria shigella, but
will not cause a chronic state. There
are multiple other bacteria that can
cause dysentery which usually do
not produce chronic states. Viral
dysentery can also present like
amoebic or bacillary dysentery and
will not produce a chronic state.

5. FROSTBITE
The actual freezing of tissue. This
is graded on a continuum with one
representing mild to four represent-
ing mummification of the tissue.
The extremities furthest from the
heart are usually affected, with pri-
marily the nose, ears, fingertips, and
toes being involved. This usually
produces long-term side effects

such as numbness, discoloration,
excessive swelling, and pain in the
affected area.

6. HELMINTHIASIS
Infection with any type of worms
that parasitize the human. Most in-
fections usually resolve spontane-
ously either with proper treatment
or as the natural course of the dis-
ease. Strongyloides is known to per-
sist in a permanent state in humans
due to its ability to reinfect the host.

7. MALNUTRITION
Merely means bad nutrition. The nu-
tritional depletion may be either ca-
loric, vitamin, fatty acid, or mineral
deficiency, or more likely a combi-
nation. Depending on the type, in-
tensity, and duration, it may yield
permanent side effects or no last-
ing side effects at all.

8. PELLAGRA
Literally meaning rough skin in
Italian, also known as black tongue
in dogs. It is caused by a virtual lack
of vitamin B3 (niacin) in the diet,
producing the classical trio of
diarrhea, dermatitis, and dementia.
All are easily treated early on with
no side effects. The dementia, if left
untreated, may produce permanent
mental deficits.

9. ANY OTHER
NUTRITIONAL DEFICIENCY
The lack of protein and calories in
the diet generally produces no last-
ing side effects. However, vitamin
deficiencies other than the afore-
mentioned B1 (beriberi) and B3 (pel-
lagra) can have very disastrous ef-
fects on one’s body. Also deficien-
cies of certain fatty acids and es-
sential minerals in the diet can have
lasting and long term sequela.
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medsearch continued...
10. PSYCHOSIS
A generic term for any of the insani-
ties. Generally, it is thought of as a
mental disorder causing gross dis-
organization of a person’s mental
capacity and his ability to recognize
reality and communicate with oth-
ers regarding  demands of everyday
life.

11. PANIC DISORDER
Characterized by discrete periods of
apprehension or fear with at least
four of the following during an at-
tack: shortness of breath, feelings
of heart skipping, chest pain, dizzi-
ness, sweating, fainting, trembling,
fear of dying, or doing something
uncontrollable during an attack.

These attacks need to occur at least
three times within a three week pe-
riod, not associated with physical
exertion or life threatening situa-
tions.

Also there needs to be an absence
of severe physical or other mental
illness which could cause these
symptoms.

12. GENERALIZED
ANXIETY DISORDER
Characterized by generalized per-
sistent anxiety and with symptoms
of at least three of the following
four categories:

(1) Motor tension as characterized
by shaking, jumpiness, trembling
and restlessness;
(2) Autonomic hyperactivity. such
as sweating, cold or clammy hands,
high or irregular heart rate, dry
mouth, etc.;

(3) Apprehensive expectations, anxi-
ety, worry, fear, anticipation of mis-
fortune to himself or others;

(4) Tendency to insomnia, hyper-at-
tentiveness, irritable.

All these symptoms had to have
lasted at least one month. Also,
there needs to be an absence of all
other mental disorders and physi-
cal disorders which could explain
the symptoms.

13. OBSESSIVE
COMPULSIVE DISORDER
This may be either obsessions or
compulsions. Obsessions are recur-
rent, persistent ideas or impulses
that are thoughts that invade con-
sciousness and are experienced as
senseless or repugnant. Attempts
are made to ignore or suppress
them.

Compulsions are repetitive and
seemingly purposeful behaviors
that are performed in certain simi-
lar manners. The behavior is felt by
the individual to produce or prevent
some future event. Generally, the in-
dividuals recognize the senseless-
ness of the behavior and do not
derive pleasure from carrying it out,
although it often relieves tension.

 Also, the obsessive or compulsive
individuals are associated with a
significant sense of distress in that
it interferes with social or role func-
tioning.

14. POST TRAUMATIC STRESS
DISORDER
The re-experiencing of a trauma of
a past recognized stress or that can
produce symptoms of distress. This
re-experiencing needs at least one
of the following:

(I) Recurrent and intrusive recollec-
tion of the event;

(2) Recurrent dreams;

(3) Sudden feelings that the trauma
was occurring because of an asso-
ciation, an environmental or ide-
ational situation.

Also involved is reduced involve-
ment with the external world begin-
ning after the trauma, revealed by
at least one of the following:

(1) Hyperalertness or exaggerated
startle response;

(2) Sleep disturbance;

(3) Guilt about surviving when oth-
ers have not;

(4) Memory impairment or trouble
concentrating;

(5) Avoidance of activities that
arouse recollection of the traumatic
event;

(6) Intensification of symptoms by
exposure to events that symbolize
or resemble the traumatic event.

15. ATYPICAL ANXIETY
DISORDER
This is a category that is used for
diagnosis when the affected indi-
vidual appears to have an anxiety
disorder that does not meet the cri-
teria for entry into any of the other
known anxiety disorders.

16. DEPRESSIVE NEUROSIS/
DYSTHYMIC DISORDER
Characterized by depressive peri-
ods in which the patient feels sad
and/or down and has a loss of in-
terest in the usual activities that
cause pleasure or involvement in
usual pastimes.

These depressive periods are sepa-
rated by periods of normal mood,
lasting a few days to a few weeks,
but no more than a few months at
a time.

During the depressive period, too
little sleep or too much sleep, low
energy or chronic tiredness, loss of
self esteem, decreased effectiveness
or productivity at work, social with-
drawal, loss of interest in pleasur-
able activities, excessive anger, in-
ability to respond with apparent
pleasure to praise or reward, less
active or talkative than usual, pes-
simistic attitude about the future,
tearful or crying thoughts about
death or suicide. There are also no
psychotic features present.
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17. PERIPHERAL
NEUROPATHY
Literally Greek for the suffering of
nerves outside of the brain and spi-
nal cord. There are several differ-
ent causes for peripheral neuropa-
thy, and vitamin deficiency and pos-
sibly mineral deficiency are just
two.

Other causes to be considered are
various toxins such as lead, copper,
and mercury, a hereditary pre-dis-
position to neuropathy, deposition
of amyloid or protein produced by
one’s own body mounted in re-
sponse to an infection, infections
such as by leprosy, which is the
most common form of neuropathy
in the world, and multiple other less
common causes.

18. IRRITABLE BOWEL
SYNDROME
Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is a
common disorder of the intestines
that leads to crampy pain, gas,
bloating, and changes in bowel hab-
its. Some people with IBS have con-
stipation (difficult or infrequent
bowel movements); still others have
diarrhea ( frequent loose stools, of-
ten with an urgent need to move the
bowels); and some people experi-
ence both. Sometimes the person
with IBS has a crampy urge to move
the bowels but cannot do so.

Through the years, IBS has been
called by many names - colitis, mu-
cous colitis, spastic colon, spastic
bowel, and functional bowel dis-
ease. Most of these terms are inac-
curate.

19. PEPTIC ULCER DISEASE
A peptic ulcer is a sore or hole in
the lining of the stomach or duode-
num (the first part of the small in-
testine).

In addition to the pain caused by
the ulcer itself, peptic ulcers give
rise to such complications as hem-
orrhage from the erosion of a ma-
jor blood vessel; perforation of the

wall of the stomach or intestine,
with resultant peritonitis; or ob-
struction of the gastrointestinal
tract because of spasm or swelling
in the area of the ulcer. The direct
cause of peptic ulcers is the destruc-
tion of the gastric or intestinal mu-
cosal lining by hydrochloric acid, an
acid normally present in the diges-
tive juices of the stomach.

20. CIRRHOSIS
The liver, the largest organ in the
body, is essential in keeping the
body functioning properly. It re-
moves or neutralizes poisons from
the blood, produces immune agents
to control infection, and removes
germs and bacteria from the blood.
It makes proteins that regulate
blood clotting and produces bile to
help absorb fats and fat-soluble vi-
tamins.

In cirrhosis of the liver, scar tissue
replaces normal, healthy tissue,
blocking the flow of blood through
the organ and preventing it from
working as it should.

Many people with cirrhosis have no
symptoms in the early stages of the
disease. However, as scar tissue re-
places healthy cells, liver function
starts to fail and a person may ex-
perience the following symptoms:
Exhaustion, fatigue, appetite loss,
nausea, weakness and/or weight
loss. Cirrhosis may be diagnosed on
the basis of symptoms, laboratory
tests, the patient’s medical history,
and a physical examination. A liver
biopsy will confirm the diagnosis.

21. STROKE & COMPLICATIONS
A stroke occurs when the blood
supply to part of the brain is sud-
denly interrupted or when a blood
vessel in the brain bursts, spilling
blood into the spaces surrounding
brain cells. Brain cells die when they
no longer receive oxygen and nu-
trients from the blood or there is
sudden bleeding into or around the
brain.

The symptoms of a stroke include
sudden numbness or weakness, es-

pecially on one side of the body; sud-
den confusion or trouble speaking
or understanding speech; sudden
trouble seeing in one or both eyes;
sudden trouble with walking, dizzi-
ness, or loss of balance or coordi-
nation; or sudden severe headache
with no known cause. Includes the
three major types of stroke: is-
chemic, hemorrhagic, and embolic,
as well as complications from
stroke.

22. HEART & COMPLICATIONS
Heart disease includes atheroscle-
rotic heart disease, and hypertensive
vascular disease (including hyper-
tensive heart disease, and hyperten-
sion). Ischemic heart disease and
coronary artery disease are included
within this provision.

Complications of atherosclerotic
heart disease are included. Compli-
cations may include myocardial inf-
arction (“heart attack”), congestive
heart failure (“heart failure”), and ar-
rhythmia (“irregular heart beat”).

Hypertensive vascular disease refers
to disease associated with elevated
blood pressure. Complications
caused by hypertensive vascular dis-
ease are included. Diseases arising
from viral or bacterial causes are not
included.

23. OSTEOPOROSIS (with PTSD)
Osteoporosis is a disease in which
bones become fragile and more
likely to break. If not prevented or
if left untreated, osteoporosis can
progress painlessly until a bone
breaks. These broken bones occur
typically in the hip, spine, and wrist.

Any bone can be affected, but of spe-
cial concern are fractures of the hip
and spine. A hip fracture almost al-
ways requires hospitalization and
major surgery. Spinal or vertebral
fractures also have serious conse-
quences, including loss of height, se-
vere back pain, and deformity.
Requires a previous VA diagnosis
of PTSD.
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POW MEDSEARCH PACKETS

Packet 1~VA Claim Information $8.00

Packet 2~Stresses of Incarceration & After Effects Extreme Stress-
Covers the after effects on the nerves and body organs $8.00

Packet 3~After Effects of Imprisonment-Covers arthritis, alcoholism,
visual, ulcers, varicose veins, impotency, brain damage, etc $8.00

Packet 4~After Effects of Imprisonment Part 1 - covers the heart, arteries
and veins;  Part 2 covers cancer $8.00

Packet 5~What Every Wife Should Know Before She Is Your Widow -
Social Security, insurance, burial procedures, allowances, etc. including what pathologist
should look for in an autopsy (includes shipping and handling charge) $15.00

Packet 6~Micro-Film Index: Asiatic Theater - Japanese  Possible help in
locating POW records                                                                                                        $3.00

Packet 7~Micro-Film Index: European Theater -  Germany                                               $3.00

Packet 8~The European Story, History of POWs in Germany, and
after-effects                                                                      $8.00

Packet 9~The Korea Story, History of POWs in Korea, and after-effects
                                                                                                                  $8.00

Packet 10~The Japanese Story History of POWs in Japan, and after-effects
                                                                                                      $10.00

Packet 11~NSO Director Answers Your Questions                                                                    $11.00

Presentation Set~(Packets 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10)                                              $60.00

The Modern Day Tragedy~medical & claims evidence in support of
PL 97-37                                                          $4.00

POW: The American Experience~overview on POW experience; reviews vitamin deficiencies,
infectious diseases and service-connected statistics                                                                       $6.00

Map of German POW Camps~shows location of 76 camps                                                          $3.00

Map of Japanese POW Camps~21" x 32" with camps featured in red                                           $4.00

Check packets you wish to order and send, with payment, to: MEDSEARCH
3201 East Pioneer Parkway  #40, Arlington, TX 76010

Name Phone (          )

Address
City, State, Zip

Amount enclosed $ ______ (includes shipping/handling*)  MasterCard and Visa accepted  (circle one)  ($5.00 mini-
mum charge)
    Card Number: Expiration Date:

*Shipping / Handling fees: In U.S.A.; 1-3 packets, add $6.00; 4 - 6 packets, add
$9.00; 7 or more packets, add $12.00. In Canada; 1-3 packets, add $9.00; 4 -6

packets, add $14.00, 7 or more packets, add $20.00. Overseas; 1-3 packets, add
$16.00; 4 - 6 packets, add $22.00, 7 or more packets, add $30.00
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Remembering

our Past,

Envisioning our Future
by Brad Bennett, Superintendent

It was my great pleasure, privilege,

and honor to meet many of you in

Boise – and to see some of your

friendly faces again the following

week at Andersonville. As you’ll read

elsewhere in this issue, in an article

by Lead Ranger Kim Humber, our

annual commemoration of National

Prisoner of War / Missing in Action

Recognition Day was the biggest and

best yet. As many of you know – be-

cause you were there – 176 former

POW’s were in attendance, by far the

largest participation by you and your

comrades in the four years that

Andersonville has partnered with

Georgia Southwestern University, the

Friends of Andersonville, and Roll-

ing Thunder, Inc. to sponsor this

most special series of educational

events and ceremonies. This year was

particularly meaningful with the

dedication of a new plaque in front

of the National Prisoner of War Mu-

seum to recognize the sacrifices of

Korean War POW/MIAs.

Of course, I expect that we’ll see even

more of you and your loved ones

next September, given that your next

National Convention will be conve-

niently located in Albany, Georgia,

not far from Andersonville. We have

already started to coordinate our

planning with you in the hopes that

as many of you as possible will have

a chance to visit your National Pris-

oner of War Museum. It has been

truly humbling to hear your stories

of hardship, sacrifice, courage, faith,

and hope. I have also been impressed

to hear the immeasurable contribu-

tions so many of you made to build-

ing the museum eleven years ago.

Some of you told me that you have

not returned to Andersonville since

the 1998 dedication and grand open-

ing ceremony. Others of you men-

tioned that you’ve never had an op-

portunity to walk among its halls, see

the artifacts that you donated for

display, or watch the films that in-

clude your experiences. If that might

be the case with you, I hope that you

can make your pilgrimage to Ander-

sonville in September 2010.

For those of you who were not able

to be in Boise, allow me to share the

latest news from Andersonville. As

most of you have heard by now, long-

time superintendent Fred Boyles

moved out to the Georgia coast over

the summer to manage Cumberland

Island National Seashore. More re-

cently, on September 1st, long-time

Chief of Interpretation and Resource

Management Fred Sanchez decided

to hang up his park ranger hat and

retire after 37 years with the National

Park Service, 31 years of which were

spent at Andersonville. It was very

kind of you to honor Mr. Sanchez in

Boise with your “Outstanding Non-

Member Award” for his years of

“dedication to the vision, design,

implementation and ongoing pro-

grams at ‘Our Museum’”. A third

member of our park family, Gerry

Allen, who had served as the admin-

istrator of Andersonville National

Cemetery, transferred to

Chicamauga-Chattanooga National

Military Park this summer. Mean-

while, Michael “Alan” Marsh, has re-

turned to Andersonville as our resi-

dent historian, among many other

hats he wears. Some of you surely

remember Alan as he worked with

you and “the Freds” on the museum

and the oral history program. In fact,

Alan is now coordinating the park’s

efforts on the Traveling Legacy

project and is working closely with

your comrades Ed Dement and Bill

and Maxine Price on seeing this

project through its final design and

construction phases. You’ll see an

update on this major exhibition else-

where in this issue, with regular re-

ports in future issues as we proceed.

For those of you who’ve yet to tell

your story and who may feel that this

is your year, please let us know. Alan

will be happy to explain the process

of recording your interview. Current

and future generations will be grate-

ful to hear your story preserved at

your National POW Museum….or,

perhaps, with your blessing, as part

of the Traveling Legacy exhibition, to

be told at a museum near your home-

town.

I must say that I was overwhelmed

with the generous outpouring of

support you all demonstrated for

the Traveling Legacy project when

we met in Boise. As I mentioned in

my remarks, this project is our #1

park priority and we look forward

to the continued involvement and

support of the American Ex-Prison-

ers of War.



namPOW news

Paul E. Galanti
National Director,
East Central
21 Maxwell Road
Richmond, VA  23226
804.389.1668 (cell)
p.galanti@verizon.net

Ex-POW Bulletin

Nov/Dec 2009

14

Mike Christian’s

US Flag

“You’ve probably
seen the bumper
sticker somewhere
along the road. It
depicts an American
Flag, accompanied by
the words “These
colors don’t run.” I’m
always glad to see
this, because it
reminds me of an
incident from my
confinement in North
Vietnam at the Hao
Lo POW Camp, or the
“Hanoi Hilton,” as it
became known.

Then a Major in the
U.S. Air Force, I had
been captured and
imprisoned from 1967-1973. Our
treatment had been frequently
brutal. After three years, however,
the beatings and torture became
less frequent. During the last year,
we were allowed outside most days

for a couple of minutes to bathe.
We showered by drawing water
from a concrete tank with a
homemade bucket.

One day as we all stood by the tank,
stripped of our clothes, a young
Naval pilot named Mike Christian
found the remnants of a
handkerchief in a gutter that ran
under the prison wall. Mike
managed to sneak the grimy rag
into our cell and began fashioning
it into a flag.  Over time we all
loaned him a little soap, and he
spent days cleaning the material.
We helped by scrounging and
stealing bits and pieces of anything
he could use. At night, under his
mosquito net, Mike worked on the
flag. He made red and blue from
ground-up roof tiles and tiny
amounts of ink and painted the
colors onto the cloth with watery
rice glue. Using thread from his
own blanket and a homemade
bamboo needle, he sewed on stars.

Early in the morning a few days
later, when the guards were not
alert, he whispered loudly from the
back of our cell, “Hey gang, look
here.”

He proudly held up this tattered
piece of cloth, waving it as if in a
breeze. If you used your
imagination, you could tell it was

supposed to be an American flag.
When he raised that smudgy fabric,
we automatically stood straight and
saluted, our chests puffing out, and
more than a few eyes had tears.

About once a week the guards
would strip us, run us outside and
go through our clothing.  During
one of those shakedowns, they
found Mike’s flag. We all knew what
would happen.  That night they
came for him. Night interrogations
were always the worst. They opened
the cell door and pulled Mike out.
We could hear the beginning of the
torture before they even had him
in the torture cell.

They beat him most of the night.
About daylight they pushed what
was left of him back through the
cell door. He was badly broken;
even his voice was gone. Within two
weeks, despite the danger, Mike
scrounged another piece of cloth
and began another flag. The Stars

and Stripes, our
national symbol,
was worth the
sacrifice to him.

Now, whenever I
see the flag, I
think of Mike and
the morning he
first waved that
tattered emblem
of a nation. It was
then, thousands
of miles from
home in a lonely
prison cell, that he
showed us what it
is to be truly free.

Condensed from a
speech by Leo K. Thorsness, a
fellow POW and recipient of the
Medal of Honor.

Senator McCain used this speech as
part of his remarks at the opening
of the National POW Museum in
April, 1998.
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PNC John Edwards
Chairman

889 Randall Road
Niskayuna, NY 12309-4815

(518) 393-3907 phone & fax

POW/MIA car-window decals are
available at a cost of $20 per 100 by
sending a check to the League office
at 1005 North Glebe Road, Suite 170,
Arlington, VA 22201.  POW/MIA
lapel pins are also available at $3
each or 2/$5.  For added information
please contact the League’s web site
at www.pow-miafamilies.org or call
the national office at 703-465-7432.
If no one is available to take your
call, please leave a message.

civilians

Walter H. Riley,

Chairman
14521 Cyprus Point Drive
Dallas, TX 75234
(972)247-6069
whriley222@att.net

A Plan!
I think we’ve got a Plan!

It’s been a long almost 65 years
since our liberation. In those 65
years, we’ve tried again and again
to get help for our medical needs
(other than periodontal).

We’ve hit stone walls every time.

The last Bills submitted in Congress
died in the 1990s.

But thanks to the unanimous Board
decision last March to support the
Civilian Ex-POWs and thanks to the
superb efforts on our behalf by PNC
Jim Clark, we’re going to try a new
tack.

At the National Convention in Boise,
PNC Clark had the opportunity to
speak with Sec’y Tammy Duckworth
about our plight. The outcome of
those talks was that since it was go-
ing to take Congressional action
however we tried it, why not try get-
ting Civilian ex-POWs eligible for VA
instead of Dept. of Labor benefits.

Eureka!

So here’s the idea. We’re getting
copies of the Public Laws giving
Wake Island POWs and Merchant
Marines POWs Veterans Administra-
tion status. We’re going to talk with
our liberators as well as other VSOs
(remember a lot of us are also mili-

tary veterans) and enlist their sup-
port.

Then we’re going to approach mem-
bers of Congress who sponsored or
cosponsored our Bills in the past
(and yes, there are still a few of them
around), asking for their support
again.

It’s not going to be an easy
process...it’s not going to be a fast
one. But with less than 2,000 Civil-
ian ex-POWs alive...and precedent
with Wake Island and Merchant Ma-
rines, Rural Health Care initiatives
and the rapidly declining military
POW population, we’re hopeful in a
way we haven’t been in a long, long
time.

We’re going to be calling on you for
help in the coming months. We ask
for your support.

Walter

DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY

OF DEFENSE (DASD) FOR POW/

MIA AFFAIRS NAMED

On August 28, 2009, Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense for Policy In-
tegration Pete Verga announced
that Mr. Robert J. “Bob” Newberry
had been named to replace DASD
Ambassador Charlie Ray who re-
signed July 31st.  Mr. Newberry’s 26-
year US Air Force career included
flying F4 and A10 fighters with
three tours in Southeast Asia, an ex-
change tour with the US Marine
Corps and the US Army Command
and General Staff College.  After
retiring from the Air Force, he
worked briefly in the private sec-
tor before retuning to the Defense
Department as a civilian employee
in 1994.  With a Bachelor of Science
in Aerospace Engineering from
Texas A & M, and a Master of Sci-
ence degree in Political Science
from New Mexico State University,
he accepted temporary assignment
as Acting DASD for POW/MIA Af-
fairs following the death of former

DASD Jerry Jennings.  This appoint-
ment, though technically political,
appears to have been based more
on ability, experience and willing-
ness to serve than on political con-
siderations.

JPAC ACTIVITIES & OPERATIONS

JPAC Commander RADM Donna
Crisp, USN, recently hosted a Lao
delegation for POW/MIA consulta-
tions at JPAC headquarters, Hickam
AFB, Hawaii.  Some members of the
Lao delegation also met with
PACOM officials on broader issues
in keeping with the expanding bi-
lateral military ties.  Earlier in Au-
gust, the JPAC commander led a
team to meet with Cambodia’s very
high level POW/MIA Committee in
Siem Reap, Cambodia, near the his-
toric location of Angkor Wat.  The
talks reinforced the already well-
established view that, by any mea-
sure, the Kingdom of Cambodia
provides the best all-round coop-
eration and sets the standard for
other countries to follow.
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tiger survivors

Shorty Estabrook
37645 Flora Court
Murrieta, CA 92563-2726
tigersurvivors@roadrunner.com

The Tiger

Survivors Story
Capture and Beyond

When the Korean War began, the 24th

Infantry Division was on Occupation
Duty in Southern Japan. On 25 June
1950, the North Korean Communists
crossed the 38th parallel enforce. On
29 June 1950, the first Tigers ar-
rested/captured were American civil-
ians from the Methodist Mission at
Kaesong, then in South Korea, now
located in North Korea. (Seoul City
Sue, who broadcast for the North
Koreans, also worked at that mis-
sion).

On 5 July 1950, the first American
soldiers (part of Task Force Smith)
from the 24th Division were captured.

Capture is such a horrible and terri-
fying event. You don’t know what will
happen to you. We had already seen
men with their hands tied behind
them and shot in the back of the
head. You think that you, too, will
be shot after being tortured. All of
us were beaten soundly as we moved
back through their front lines. At-
tempts were made by the front line
troops to hit or stab us.

It was very hot and humid the sum-
mer of 1950. The smell of battle and
flesh was all around. We were fed
twice a day with millet and maize

grains, a little rice, and a thin soup
of Chinese cabbage and egg plant.
But the worst thing was being thirsty.
We drank from highly polluted
sources such as rice paddies and,
soon, we were all sick with stomach
pains. Thirst can drive a man crazy.
Drinking from those rice paddies
would prove fatal for many of our
group.

We were marched from the various
battlefields and snowballed into a
larger group in Seoul the capitol of
South Korea. This is where the Tiger
Survivors became a group.

 Major John Dunn Hqs/34/24 was
the ranking officer.  He had seen
tough times before while a Company
Commander with the famous
Merrill’s Marauders who were in
Burma/China during WW 2.  He was
awarded a Distinguished Service
Cross for heroism.

We were in school buildings on the
outskirts of the city and could see
our planes bombing and strafing the
city every day.

Medical treatment was primitive and
lacking. The poor men who had been
severely wounded were between a
rock and a hard place. No one had
died at this point. The smell of the
wounded was sickening.

We departed Seoul in the third week
of August 1950 and traveled by rail
to Pyongyang, the capitol of North
Korea. We traveled at night to avoid
our planes. Conditions were begin-
ning to worsen and food, especially
water, was in short supply.  No medi-
cine was available and the injured
wore the bandages they already had
on. Some of the men started to die
at this point. The weather was turn-
ing cold as winter comes early in
North Korea.

We arrived in Pyongyang on 24 Au-
gust 1950 and were housed in a
school on the outskirts of the city.
We watched as U.S. planes destroyed
the city. We were still in the clothing
we were captured in. Some had no
shirts and some were without shoes.
I had no shoes because my size fits
all North Koreans and they were
taken when I was captured.

On 5 September 1950, in the middle
of the night, we were suddenly or-
dered to move to the train station.
Later we learned that our forces were
fast approaching. At the train station
we got our first look at the group of
81 civilians who would join our
group. The youngest was under one
year old and the oldest was 83 years
old.

We boarded a train composed of ani-
mal cars and coal gondolas. There
was only one coach and the civilians
were put in there. All the windows
had been broken. Again, we moved
by night to avoid U.S. planes. Several
died during that trip. We had lost a
lot of weight and had little energy
but had to go on or be shot.

On 11 September 1950, we arrived
at the frontier town of Manpo-Jin,
North Korea. We did not know it at
the time but General William Dean,
who was the Commanding General
of the 24th Infantry Division, was cap-
tured and held down a side street in
that town. The General told me that
when he retired and was a professor
at Berkley.

An old woman came running from
an alley straight at me.  I didn’t know
what to do. If I did anything I would
be shot.  She ran up to me and took
my hand and my heart was beating
like a train.  This old woman then
put a bright red apple in my hand.  I
was stunned!  But now I had another
problem as I was surrounded by men
starving to death.  I got two good
bites out of that apple before it was
taken by another guy.  I often won-
der what happened to that kindly old
lady.

NOTE: The -jin at the end of a town’s
name means “near water.” The -ri -or
-ni means “small place.”

We were housed in the center of the
town in Japanese Army buildings. Re-
member, the Japanese occupied Ko-
rea for 40 years. All Koreans spoke
Japanese then as the Japanese had
banned the Korean language and it
had gone underground. Our language
of interpretation was Japanese and
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the men from Hawaii were forced to
be interpreters.  They were treated
very badly.

Now, the weather was starting to turn
into late fall, but we didn’t mind it
much because we were inside. A few
died there. Our diet did not improve
at all nor did the medical care.

The Chinese Army ... all 400,000 of
them ... joined the war and poured
into North Korea from Manchuria.
They said they were all volunteers.
There had to be at least one of them
that did not want to come to Korea!
They commandeered our buildings
and then we became street people ...
out in the cold.

On 9 October 1950, we departed
Manpo and slept in fields. And, when
it started snowing, we were in dire
straits and the death rate began soar-
ing. We moved around that area
through the towns of Kosan and
Donakhon.

On October 25 1950, we went to a
place we now call the “Corn Field”
which is just a short distance from
Manpo. The winter wind was blow-
ing which made the chill factor very
high. We would get in groups of
about five guys and dig as best we
could, or, rather, scrape a shallow
hole in the earth where we could get
below the force of the wind and lie
down side by side, sharing body heat.

We thought this was as bad as it
would ever get but IT GOT WORSE.
On 31 October 1950 (Halloween), a
North Korean Major from the Secu-
rity Forces took over our group. He
was later given the nickname of “The
Tiger”. We would soon learn that The
Tiger, whose name was Chong Myong
Sil, was a brutal killer. We departed
the corn field that day and our death
march (“Tiger Death March”) began.

The first of our group to come into
contact with the Tiger was Father
Philip Crosbie, Catholic Church of
Australia.  Father Crosbie was ar-
rested on 29 June 1950 and was in-
terrogated by the Tiger who wore the
uniform of a prison warden.  Refer-

ence Father Crosbie’s book, “March
Till They Die.”

The Tiger was in charge of the
Sunchon Tunnel Massacre on 19 Oc-
tober 1950 where 100 were shot to
death.  The Tiger, after that killing
spree, came north to take over our
group.  This information is known
because his second in command was
captured shortly after the tunnel
massacre and told all he knew to our
intelligence officers. (reference
“Sunchon Tunnel  Massacre Survi-
vors”  published by the Red Engine
Press, Branson MO)

We were not in any shape for march-
ing. We did not have proper foot gear
or winter clothing to protect us from
the cold. The new North Korean Ma-
jor started us marching toward the
distant snow-capped mountains of
the Kosan Pass.

On 1 November 1950, the line of
POWs and civilians was stretched out
and The Tiger, now at the head of
the column, looked back and spied
several POWs sitting beside the road.
He had given the order that no one
was to fall out of the march and the
sick and the dead were to be carried.

We were in 13 sections with an
American Officer and a Non-Com-
missioned Officer in charge of each
group.

The men beside the road were too
weak to proceed and the North Ko-
rean guards told them to stay beside
the road and transport would be pro-
vided. Then, the Tiger went ballistic
and asked his guards about what
happened and they denied they had
given any such order. The Tiger then
ordered Major Dunn, our Command-
ing Officer, to come to the front. He
then ordered officers from each of
the sections having men who
dropped out to come forward. Now,
there were six officers standing at at-
tention on a knoll beside the road.

Commissioner Lord of the Salvation
Army of England, who was The
Tiger’s interpreter, announced that
The Tiger would execute all six for
disobeying orders. Then, the Com-
missioner started to beg for their

lives and The Tiger threatened to
shoot him as well. Finally, the Tiger
said he would shoot one officer. He
said the section that had the most
men beside the road would deter-
mine who would be shot and that was
Lt. Cordus Thornton from Texas.

(Commissioner Lord, as a young Sal-
vationist, arrived in that area of
North Korea we were held captive in,
in 1918!  He spoke a higher standard
of Korean than the Tiger spoke and
the Tiger did not like that)

Lt. Thorton was the officer in charge
of the 7th Section. The Tiger asked
Thornton if he had anything to say
and the gallant lieutenant replied
that, in the American Army, there
would be a court martial to deter-
mine guilt or innocence. The Tiger
asked his guards if the lieutenant was
guilty and the guards said “Yes ... kill
him ... kill them all.” The Tiger then
shot Lt. Thornton, or I should say,
executed him in front of all of us. He
shot him once through the back of
the head. Some of the tissue from
Thornton’s head was sprayed on
some of the other Prisoners of War.
The lieutenant did not beg and he did
not flinch or cry. He stood like a man
and showed us all how to die. He was
the first atrocity of the Korean War,
in my opinion, that was so witnessed
by so many.  Lt. Thornton is our hero
and we have dedicated our work and
rosters to his memory.

The Tiger Death March ended on 9
November 1950 at Chung-Gang-jin,
North Korea. We left 89 persons be-
hind who were shot to death by The
Tiger and his men. One was a help-
less French Nun and an elderly White
Russia woman. The only sin commit-
ted by these people was that they
were too tired to go on and they tried
to seek privacy to relieve themselves.

Strong men became weak because
they had to carry the sick and dying,
as well as the dead, until they were
told to leave them beside the road.

PART II will be in the January/
February issue.

tiger survivors cont’d...
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Edward  L.

DeMent

andersonville

coordinator

8735 Doral Oaks Dr., #1617
Temple Terrace, FL  33617
(813) 985-3783;
(813) 989-8871 fax
deme8805@aol.com

POW Traveling Legacy

Year 2007, I placed a call to Mr. Fred
Boyles, Superintendent of the Na-
tional POW Museum and asked,
“What can the POWs do for the mu-
seum?”

Mr. Boyles replied that an extension
of the museum to house a library for
research. The cost would be very ex-
pensive. But how about a moving
museum?

This was the beginning of the project.

A committee was formed with six
people. Andersonville, Fred Sanchez,
Chief Ranger; Bill Price, Pacific POW
and his wife, Maxine; Esther Carboni,
widow of John (Battle of the Bulge);
and myself, POW-Europe. To open a
bank account, $50.00 was donated
under the name “POW Traveling
Legacy”.

The preliminary concept planning
was funded by The Andersonville
Trust in March 2007 for $24,000 and
an NPS Match for a total of $48,000.
The site entered into a “Full Design”
phase contract in June, 2009 with
Museum Design Associates for a total
cost of $70,000. Phase 2 is being
funded through The Andersonville
Trust with a Match from NPS.

Many phone calls and personal vis-
its were made to Andersonville for
meetings so we could inform our
membership.

The plan for the project is Planning
in FY 2008 (complete)
Project Design in FY 2009
Fabrication in FY 2010/2011

NOTE: Fred Boyles has left to take
another position within the National
Park Service; Fred Sanchez has re-
tired. Brad Bennett is now superin-
tendent of ANHS.

I suggested expanding our commit-
tee by bringing in a POW from Korea
and one from Vietnam.

The project would be developed by
the staff of Andersonville in coop-
eration with the Friends of Anderson-
ville and the American Ex-Prisoners
of War. We now have in place a con-
tractual partnership among the
three. The Friends of Andersonville
are a 501(c)3 organization and will
receive donations on behalf of the
project.

News: On Oct. 28 or Nov. 18, 2009,
there will be a tentative site visit by
the Design Team to Andersonville.
Mitch Zetlin, Exhibit Designer at the
National Park Service’s Interpretive
Design Center, Harper’s Ferry (HFC)
will have a close relationship with
our ongoing program.

Andersonville has announced that
experienced exhibit producer and
now project manager PJ Lewis from
HFC has joined the team. He will be
updating us on the project status,
including funding.

Museum Design Associates from
Cambridge, MA will continue as the
main design contractor and work on
design Phase II should begin by
fourth quarter 2009.

Our Traveling Legacy was presented
during our National Convention in
Boise, Idaho. Brad Bennett, our new
Superintendent charged the mem-
bers to match his $50.00 donation
to the project. What a surprise -
$2,900 was collected! We now have
$16,000 in private donations.

The traveling exhibit is based on the
thematic exhibit halls of the National
POW Museum. The traveling exhibi-
tion will be comparable in concept
to the museum. It will not replicate
the exhibits, but rather complement
them while offering visitors a
glimpse of what might await them
when they visit the National POW
Museum. The traveling exhibition
will include cases, wall panels, free-
standing displays and electronic and
visual components that can display
the site’s oral history collection.

Design of the exhibition will permit
hosting by military museums, his-
torical societies, schools and univer-
sities, galleries, community libraries
and other cultural institutions. The
hosting institution will be required
to meet the levels of security and en-
vironmental conditions prescribed
by the National Park Service stan-
dards. Objects selected for display
will be items least vulnerable to dam-
age or deterioration. The exhibit will
be hosted for three-month periods
and the receiving institution will pay
the cost of shipping the traveling
exhibition to its next location.

The Friends of Andersonville have
been very supportive of our project
and have contributed to our fund.
Project 1 is paid; Project 2 is half
paid.

Wouldn’t it be great if we could
send the Exhibit out while we are
having our 2010 National Conven-
tion?

All donations are tax deductible.
Please make checks payable to: POW
Traveling Legacy and send to: Friends
of Andersonville, PO Box 186, Ander-
sonville, GA  31711. Please note: The
Friends of Andersonville have re-
ceived funds from wills, grants and
bequests over the years. Perhaps
members would like to direct their
donation to the POW Traveling
Legacy.

We need your help. Let’s support this
project, men. This is our last chance
to enhance our legacy at Anderson-
ville for future generations. Updated
information on our progress will be
in future issues of the Bulletin.
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National POW/MIA

Recognition

Day Commemorated

by Kim Humber, Lead Park Ranger,
Andersonville National Historic Site

Andersonville National Historic Site
commemorated National POW/MIA
Recognition Day, 2009, with four
days of special events from
Wednesday, September 16 through
Saturday, September 19. This was the
fourth consecutive year that the
National Park Service partnered with
Georgia Southwestern State
University, the Friends of
Andersonville, and Rolling Thunder,
Inc. to sponsor remembrance
ceremonies both inside the park and
in our neighboring communities. The
third Friday of September is
recognized annually as a day to
acknowledge the sacrifices made by
prisoners of war throughout our
nation’s history and to remember
those who remain missing in action.
Andersonville NHS is home to the
National Prisoner of War Museum –
the Congressionally designated
national memorial to all American
POWs.

A Convocation at Georgia
Southwestern State University in
Americus, Georgia, held on
Wednesday, September 16th, was the
first event. Sergeant First Class
Daniel Stamaris U.S. Army (Retired)
told more than 300 college and high
school students about his ordeal as
a POW during Operation Desert
Storm.  On February 27, 1991, Staff
Sergeant Daniel J. Stamaris, crew
chief of a Blackhawk Helicopter
carrying seven other crew members,
was on a search and rescue mission
when their helicopter was shot down
over Kuwait by enemy forces.  Only
3 crew members survived the crash
– Major Rhonda Cornum, Sergeant
Troy Dunlap, and Staff Sergeant
Daniel Stamaris. SSgt. Stamaris
suffered a broken left leg, left foot,
broken pelvis and shattered knee
from the crash. All three surviving
crew members were captured and
held as prisoners of war until their
release on March 6, 1991.  After his

presentation, Stamaris took
questions from the audience.

On Thursday, September 17th, the
National Park Service co-sponsored
a reception with Georgia
Southwestern University to honor
176 former POWs – from World War
II, Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq – who
were in attendance and their spouses
and other family members. Held in
the Storm Dome on the campus
Student Success Center, the event
was made possible by the Friends of
Andersonville.

From Thursday through Saturday, a
book signing was held at the National
POW Museum with Colonel Ben
Purcell, U.S. Army (Retired), author
of Love and Duty.  Colonel Ben
Purcell, a prisoner of war in Vietnam
for five years, and his wife Anne, who
raised their five children in his
absence, provided inspiration with
their account of how their faith saw
them through their anguish.

On the morning of Friday, Septem-
ber 18th, a new plaque was dedicated
at the National POW Museum in
Andersonville NHS paying tribute to
the 7140 members of the armed ser-
vices who were captured in Korea as
POWs, the 2701 who perished there,
and the 8177 who remain missing in
action. Over 600 people, including
former POWs, members of Rolling
Thunder, and the general public,
gathered for the ceremony which
commenced with the roar of a Miss-
ing Man Formation military
flyover. Following the plaque dedi-
cation, Rolling Thunder

 held an afternoon remembrance cer-
emony at the First Baptist Church in
Americus, Georgia, where leaders
from the various branches of the
military thanked the members of
Rolling Thunder for their efforts to
seek a full accounting of those still
missing in action. Another speaker
from the Department of Defense’s
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Office in
Hawaii told what is being done by the
federal government to search for the
remains of those still waiting to come
home. Rolling Thunder conducted a
Heroes Dinner and candlelight cer-
emony for the POWs and families of
the MIAs in Georgia Veterans State
Park at Lake Blackshear to complete
the evening.
Andersonville NHS hosted a final
ceremony to honor former POWs on
the morning of Saturday, September
19th. The large crowd was escorted
by a motorcycle processional by over
500 Rolling Thunder members. Mu-
sic was provided by the U.S. Marine
Band from the Marine Corps Logis-
tics Base in Albany, Georgia.  A
plaque and commemorative coin
were presented by Rolling Thunder
members to each of the 176 former
POWs in attendance.  Helicopters
from the U.S. Army provided a con-
cluding flyover, saluting the POWs in
attendance. Earlier in the week, Roll-
ing Thunder volunteers put up an
“Avenue of Flags” in Andersonville
National Cemetery, which provided
a perfect backdrop for the programs.
Beautiful weather graced the 5,000
people who attended on-site and off-
site events and visited the National
Prisoner of War Museum over the
course of the four days, reminding
everyone of the meanings of those
few but powerful words in the pre-
amble of the U.S. Constitution, “…to
form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, pro-
mote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity….”

Pic: Former Desert Storm POW SSgt
Daniel Stamaris at GSW Convocation

and Superintendent Bennett
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events

Jan. 22-24, 2010. The BACEPOW
Liberation Reunion will be held at
the Marriott Silicon Valley Hotel in
Fremont, CA.  For information on
the reunion contact Sascha Jansen
at: Mabuhayma@aol.com    (530)
795-0411. A 65th liberation anniver-
sary trip to Manila, Philippines will
leave on January 25, 2010 immedi-
ately after the reunion in Fremont.
The trip next year will include two
nights in Honolulu and tours of the
Pearl Harbor Memorial and the USS
Missouri.

March 5-6, 2010. The USS Hous-
ton Survivors Association Annual
Reunion will be held at the Hous-
ton Downtown Doubletree Hotel.
Feel free to stay a couple of days
into the next week @ our USS HOUS-

TON rate, $89.00. Make your reser-
vations by one of the following. Call
1-800-222-TREE and give the group
name of USS HOUSTON before re-
questing your dates of stay. For
more information, contact Lin at:

lindrees.ca30@sbcglobal.net.

March 19-21, 2010. National Board
of  Directors Meeting will be held
in Arlington, TX. There will be more
information in the next Bulletin.

looking
for

I’m trying to locate a Bulletin is-
sue from the 1990s, I believe. My
Dad, A.C. Karr, before his death was
a subscriber to your magazine,

which he enjoyed very much.  He
showed me an issue with a POW
camp he was in, Bilibid, Ca-
banatuan, Clark Field, Philippines
or Hanawa, Japan, I am not sure
which.  I am looking for any help
on how to get a copy of this issue, I
wish I could give you a year, but am
unable to do so, all I remember is a
rough sketch of the prison layout
and how my Dad was so precise in
telling me about each building and
area in the compound, my best
guess would be the Hanawa prison,
but I am not sure.  Most likely was
between the years of 1993 to 1997,
but am not positive, thank you in
advance for your concern and help
in this matter. Any information or
direction to finding and locating a
copy would be very helpful. Gary J.
Karr, 2218 E. Lonesome Dove, Deer
Park, TX 77536; gskarr1@aol.com.

I was a POW in Stalag XVII-B, Bar-
racks 32B and my bunk mate was
Lowell E Root from Richmond, IN.
We were in the 450th BG and were
shot down April 29, 1944. Lowell
attended my wedding at Ypsilanti,
MI and I lost track of him afterward.
Does anyone have any information?
Thanks, Herman A Deal, 3622 Pratt
Road, Ann Arbor, MI  48103.

On Nov. 11, 1944, my husband, Lt.
William P Dever, Jr. did not return
from his seventh mission which
had taken off from Foggia, Italy. Bill
was co-pilot on a B-24, 15th AF, 515th

BS, 376th BG. I received a telegram
from the War Dept. stating he was
“Missing in Action”. That was all I
heard until a year later when I re-
ceived another telegram stating my
husband was “Presumed Dead”.  It
has been over 64 years since Bill
disappeared, but I want Bill’s son,
his grandchildren and now a great-
grandchild to know more about this
wonderful man. Thank you. Joyce
Dever Rapp, Box 23, Lima, NY
14485; Jrapp1@rochester.rr.com.

I’m looking for information about
my father. My father, like some of
the vets returning from war, didn’t
speak much about the war. And as

the years went by he still wouldn’t
speak much or long on the subject.
From reading books and oral his-
tories I have gotten somewhat of
an idea of the struggles and trials
that these men had to endure. I am
wondering if any of your members
might remember my dad. He’s gone
now and I’m still filling in the story
of his service time. Dad was Rob-
ert ( Bob )  L. Ebeling of Kankakee,
Illinois. He was captured during the
Battles of the Bulge. He was a P.O.W.
in Stalag IXB, Bad Ord Germany,
housed in barrack #27. He was in a
tank battalion but which one, I
haven’t a clue. I’m not even sure
what division of the Army he served
in or where he received his train-
ing. He also had a nickname; he
went by “Pops” If anyone remem-
bers him please write me. Thanks
for your time and your service. Bar-
bara Ebeling, P.O. Box 1436, Payson,
AZ 85547.

My uncle, PFC Kenneth
Rosenberry, was a POW in the Phil-
ippines in WW II.  Regretably,
Kenny never made it home.  He
died on the hell ship, Arisan Maru
in October 1944.  I am trying to
research his POW experience and I
have determined that my uncle was
held at the Nichols Field/Pasay
School work detail in the Philip-
pines in 1943-44.  (1) Were any of
your living members also held at
Nichols Field?  This was a rather
small detail and someone may re-
member Kenny. (2) Do you have any
archival documents or photographs
of this POW camp?  A vet whom I
have been conversing with, Joe
Johnson, suggested to me that you
might have some pictures of POWs
from this camp/detail. (3) Were any
of your living members associated
with the 60th CAC (preferably Bat-
tery F)?  That was my uncle’s unit.
I appreciate any help you can give! 
I just want to keep Kenny’s memory
alive for the next generation. Mat-
thew S. Wynn, Esq., Wynn McGarry
LLC, 500 North Gulph Road, Suite
505, King of Prussia, PA  19406;
(610) 755-3305;
 www.wynnmcgarry.com.
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ANDERSONVILLE NHS
COORDINATOR
 DeMent, Ed

BUDGET & FINANCE
 Barker, SVC Morris
 Susino, JVC Charles
 Bogard, JVC Carroll
 Cooper, JVC PNC Jim
 Mottern, Sonnie Bill
 Hanson, NC Kenny

CHAPLAIN
 Beaver, Jim

CIVILIAN EX-POW
 Riley, Walter
 Morgan, Sally
 Cerbone, Cheryl

BYLAWS & RESOLUTIONS
 Morgan, Clydie
 Koehler, Frank
 Eslinger, Pam
 Hecker, Sid
 Drummond, Dave

EDUCATION
 Miller, Renee
 Bogard PhD, Carroll

ELECTION JUDGES
 Warner, PNC Jack
 Schmidt, PNC Bill

HISTORIAN
 Myers, Gloria

JOB DESCRIPTIONS
 Bogard, PhD, Carroll
 Sharp, Bonnie
 McIntyre, Laura

JUDGE  ADVOCATE
 Drummond, Dave

LEGISLATIVE
 Hanson, NC Kenny
 Rolen, Mary
 Jackson, Les
 Lee, Judy

LEGISLATIVE CONSULTANT –
VETERANS AFFAIRS

 Stenger, PhD. Charles

MEDICAL RESEARCH
 Coke, Marsha
 Powell, Ruth

 MEMBERSHIP
 Coke, Marsha
 Watkins, Claude

GRIEVANCE & INVESTIGATION
 Lollar, Jim
 Sharp, Bonnie
 Koehler, Frank
 Moore, Skip
 Susino, Charles

NATIONAL CONVENTION
 Clark, John
 Eslinger, Pam
 Sleeper, Lew
 Morgan, Clydie

 SUBCOMMITTEES
AWARDS
Jeffers, William
Schmidt, Deanie

CREDENTIALS
 Lindhurst, Debby
 Vaughn, Dottie
 Morgan, Clydie

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS
  Moore, Skip
  Clark, John

NSO PROGRAM
  Timar, Carol - Director
  Slater, Ed
  Kravetz, Frank

PERSONNEL
 Dwyer, Larry
 Schmidt, Deanie

POW-MIA COORDINATOR
 Edwards. PNC John

PROTOCOL
 Roberts, PNC Zack
 Lee, Judy
 Coke. Marsha

PROTOCOL FOR NEW OFFICERS
 Morgan, Sally

PUBLIC RELATIONS
 Cerbone, Cheryl

SUBCOMMITTEES
PUBLICATIONS GUIDELINES
Sharp, PNC Maurice - Publisher
Cerbone, Cheryl

     EDITOR
Cerbone, Cheryl

SERGEANT AT ARMS
 Claypool, David

STRATEGIC PLANNING
 Sleeper, Lew
 Claypool, David
 Galanti, Paul
 Bogard, PhD, Carroll
 Clark, John
 Schmidt, Deanie
 Hecker, Sid - Consultant

VA OUTREACH PROGRAM
  Campbell, Fred

VA VOLUNTARY SERVICE
  Thiede, Jean

WAYS & MEANS
 Cerbone, Cheryl
 Birch, Lee
 Lollar, Jim
 Sharp, Bonnie
 Eslinger, Pam
 Barker, Morris

SUB-COMMITTEES
DIRECT-MAIL PROGRAMS
Cerbone, Cheryl

QUARTERMASTER
 Morgan, Sally
 Coke, Marsha

VSO LIAISON &
CNVAA REPRESENTATIVE
 Galanti, Paul

WASHINGTON  DC
SPECIAL EVENTS
 Jackson, Les
 Rolen, Mary

 Hanson, NC Kenny

committees  2009-2010
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Barker, Morris 710 Chapel View
Waco TX  76712 (254) 732-5640
mbarker001@hot.rr.com
Beaver, James PO Box 2103
Abingdon VA 24212 (276) 623-
0875 ghbrn7@aol.com
Bogard, Carroll 726 N Carolina Pl
Mason City IA 50401 (641) 424-
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San Angelo TX 76904 (325) 944-
4002 fredrev@webtv.net
Cerbone, Cheryl A 23 Cove View
Dr S Yarmouth MA 02664 (508)
394-5250
axpoweditor@comcast.net
Clark, John W 1201 S Johnmeyer
Ln Columbia MO 65203 (573) 445-
3621 clarkjna@aol.com
Clark, PNC Jim 214 Oakdale
Bastrop LA 71220 (318) 281-5505
jaclark@bayou.com
Claypool, David PO Box 38
Hampton MN 55031 (612) 245-
2247 claypool@bevcomm.net
Coke, Marsha 3201 E Pioneer
Pkwy #40 Arlington TX 76010
(817) 649-2979
axpow76010@yahoo.com
Cooper, PNC James Box 65
Douglas AZ 85608 (520) 364-8582
jcoopdogaz@yahoo.com
De Ment, Edward L 8735 Doral
Oaks Dr #1617 Temple Terrace FL
33617 (813) 985-3783
deme8805@aol.com
Drummond, David 1 Crane Ct
Manalapan NJ 07726 (732) 446-
4198 ddrummon@optonline.net
Dwyer, Larry 814 Woodlawn Ave
Muscatine IA 52761 (319) 263-
5249
Edwards, PNC John 889 Randall
Rd Niskayuna NY 12309 (518)
393-3907
Eslinger, Pam Warner PO Box 117
Hammon OK 73650 (580) 473-
2783 elib@hammon.k12.ok.us

Galanti, Paul 21 Maxwell Rd
Richmond VA 23226 (804) 389-
1668 p.galanti@verizon.net
Hanson, Kenny H 9401 Lyndale
Ave S #228 Bloomington MN
55420 (952) 888-2703
powra17313465@netzero.net
Hecker, Sid 7730 Laie Pl
Diamondhead MS 39525 (228)
493-7605 sidheck@bellsouth.net
Jackson, Les 6014 Landon Ln
Bethesda MD 20817 (202) 530-
9220 lesjax@cox.net
Jeffers, William 3522 Millbrook
Way Cr Green Acres FL 33463
(561) 969-6036 robil1@aol.com
Koehler, Frank 243 Torrey Pines
Dr Toms River NJ 08757 (732)
244-4629 relheok1@aol.com
Kravetz, Frank 105 Elizabeth Ave
E Pittsburgh PA 15112 (412) 824-
2674 frankakravetz@aol.com
Lee, Judy PO Box 56 Madisonville
TN 37354 (423) 442-3223
judithblee@ymail.com
Lindhurst, Debby 3620 W Ruth
Phoenix AZ 85051 (602) 841-9338
dlindy@starband.net
Lollar, Jim 292 Vz Cr 3727 Wills
Point TX 75169 (903) 560-1734
B52Gunner@starband.net
Mc Intyre, Laura M Box 475
Hardwick MA 01037 (413) 477-
8260 philipm@telegram.infi.net
Miller, Renee 1941 Ford Pkwy
#107 St Paul MN 55116 (651) 698-
4321
Moore, Skip 2965 Sierra Bermeja
Sierra Vista AZ 85650 (520) 459-
7295 skip.m.moore@us.army.mil
Morgan, Sally 3201 E Pioneer
Pkwy #40 Arlington TX 76010
(972) 641-0801
axpowqm@aol.com
Morgan, Clydie 3201 E Pioneer
Pkwy #40 Arlington TX 76010
(817) 649-2979 hq@axpow.org
Mottern, Sonnie Bill 279 Huckle-
berry Bluff City TN 37618 (423)
542-1824 pwtreas@earthlink.net
Myers, Gloria Box 327 Walnut IA
51577 (712) 784-3913
gloria@walnutel.net
Powell, Ruth 191 Florence Rd
Waltham MA 02453 (781) 899-
0726 ruth.powell2@va.gov

Riley, Walter 14521 Cyprus Point
Dr Dallas TX 75234 (972) 247-
6069 whriley222@msn.com
Roberts, PNC Zack 374 Rolling
Rock Mountainside NJ 07092
(908) 232-2990
Rolen, Mary 7450 Spring Village
Dr #C510 Springfield VA 22150
(703) 923-9444
Schmidt, PNC Bill 1001 Parkview
Blvd #316 Columbus OH 43219
(614) 372-0789
schmidt1925@gmail.com
Schmidt, Deanie 1001 Parkview
Blvd #316 Columbus OH 43219
(614) 372-0789
schmidt1925@gmail.com
Sharp, PNC Maurice 9716 54th St
Ct W University Place WA 98467
(253) 565-0444
sharp1955@msn.com
Sharp, Bonnie 9716 54th St Ct W
University Place WA 98467 (253)
565-0444 sharp1955@msn.com
Slater, Ed 109 Holder Rd Indepen-
dence MO 64050 (816) 461-6818
ed.slater@comcast.net
Sleeper, Lewis 6636 E Villa
Dorado Tucson AZ 85715 (520)
751-9628 sleepjl@aol.com
Stenger, Charles 570 Brewer
House Cr Rockville MD 20852
(301) 231-7555
Susino, Charles 136 Jefferson St
Metuchen NJ 08840 (732) 549-
5775
Swearingen, Grover L 408 Fair
Park Ave West Union OH 45603
(937) 544-2459
db6194@dragonbbs.com
Thiede, Jean 3230 Roosevelt
Dearborn MI 48124 (313) 565-
0675
Timar, Carol 317 Country Club
Park Rd Grand Junction CO 81507
(970) 254-0139 jctimar@aol.com
Vaughn, Dottie 434 Huntingdon
Dr Irving TX 75061 (972) 790-
3464 dottiev@express56.com
Warner, PNC Jack Box 117
Hammon OK 73650
Watkins, Claude 638 Nash St
Herndon VA 20170 (703) 708-
6983 clauwtk@aol.com

 name, address, phone, email
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From  the
ByLaws Committee:
All requested changes to the Na-
tional Bylaws are to be submitted
as follows:

Resolutions have two major parts:
a preamble and a resolution. The
preamble gives the reason for the
resolution. The resolution gives the
intent. Each can contain one or
more paragraphs and the whole is
read in its entirety, beginning with
the preamble. Each preamble para-
graph begins with “Whereas” and
ends with “and” to connect it to the
next paragraph. The final paragraph
is joined to the resolution with a
semicolon and followed by the
phrase “Therefore, be it”

Whereas, (ETC); and
Whereas (ETC); therefore, be it
Resolved, that ___________

One signature is required on reso-
lutions and amendments. Members
are reminded that resolutions must
be submitted to the committee be-
fore Feb. 1, 2009. Those request-
ing changes should include a tele-
phone number where they can be
reached if more information is
needed. Send requested changes to:
Clydie Morgan, Chairman, 3201 E.
Pioneer Pkway, Suite 40, Arlington,
TX  76010.

From the
Strategic Planning Committee:
All members are encouraged to
send in your ideas for the national
organization. They may be ideas to
help the organization’s finances,
long-term planning or operations.
Please send your thoughts to ND
Lew Sleeper, 6636 E Villa Dorado,
Tucson, AZ  85715; 520-751-9628;
sleepjl@aol.com.

From the
Awards Comittee:
Do you know a member who has
done an outstanding job for AX-
POW? Or a non-member who always
gives that extra bit to help ex-POWs?

Submit their names and give a short
explanation of why you think they
should receive an award. Send in
your requests to ND Bill Jeffers,
3522 Milbrook Way Cr., Green
Acres, FL  33463. 561-969-6036.

From the
Outreach Committee:
Join the Outreach Committee!
Positions are open to all who are
willing to reach out to help former
POWs and their dependents receive
the VA benefits due them. No salary.
Volunteers are paid in gratitude,
thanks and  smiles from those they
help. Contact Chairman Fred
Campbell for details.  3312
Chatterton Dr., San Angelo, TX
76904; 325-944-4002.

From the Editor:
2010 schedule of Bulletin deadlines
Jan./Feb. issue due Dec. 1.
March/April issue due Feb. 1.
MayJune  issue due April 1.
July/Aug.  issue due June 1.
Sept./Oct.  issue due July 25.

Nov/Dec. issue due Oct 1.

If you have questions for any com-
mittee, please address them to the
committee chair.

2010 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

All AXPOW Offices will be closed
on the following dates:

New Years Day January 1
MLK/Civil Rights Day January 18
Presidents Day February 15
Midyear  Meeting  March 19-21
Memorial Day May 31
Independence Day July 4
Labor Day September 6
National Convention Sept. 20-27
Columbus Day October  11

committee notes
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The NH Chapters of the American
Ex-Prisoners of War and the Military
Order of the Purple Heart and the
Blue and Gold Star Mothers hon-
ored the 61 New Hampshire POWs
who died in captivity during WWII
and the Korean War. These POWs
are eligible for the posthumous
award of the Purple Heart pending
military review protocols under the
recent DoD directive of October 1,
2008. This consolidated statewide
effort is believed to be the first of
its kind in the United States.

A crowd of hundreds witnessed the
event which opened with an all-ser-
vice Honor Guard and a motorcycle

parade by the
P a t r i o t
Guard. Gov-
ernor John
Lynch com-
menced the
formal cer-
emony, light-
ing a large
commemora-
tive purple
candle. The
name of each
fallen POW
was read and
a surviving
family mem-
ber was es-

corted to the podium to accept the
honor. A  long-stem daisy, the offi-
cial POW flower, was placed in a
large vase and a personalized
candle lit.

Major General William Reddel
III, adjutant general of the NH
National Guard, presided and
presented the award certifi-
cate, after which a bell was
tolled for each deceased POW
followed by a moment of si-
lence.

The ceremony concluded with a tra-
ditional folding of a commemora-
tive American flag honoring the de-
ceased. flag presented to Allan
Gavan

members’

forum
Purple Heart Award

Maj. Gen. Reddel III and family
members receiving certificates

Members of NH Chapter

Allan Gavan presented
with American Flag in
appreciation

In 1983, Congress passed Public Law
97-37, entitled “Former Prisoners of
War Benefit Act”.  This law accom-
plished several things. It established
an Advisory Committee on Former
Prisoners of War and mandated
medical and dental care. It also iden-
tified certain diagnoses as presump-
tive service-connected conditions for
former POWs. Other Public Laws
passed since then, and policy deci-
sions by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs in 1993 and 2004 have added
additional diagnoses to the list of
presumptive conditions. (source:
Military.com benefits)

Now let’s think about all of these hap-
penings. Do you believe that Con-
gress did all that by their own voli-
tion? “Au Contraire.” It was and still
is our very own AXPOW organization
that educated the Advisory Commit-
tee on Former Prisoners of War, and
they in turn educated Congress for
each presumptive we have. Just this
past year we have osteoporosis as a
new presumptive for POWs and dia-
betes is being looked at now.

So what is our legacy to be? A chap-
ter in a text book for a high-school
class, skipped through in an after-
noon? Or do we take on the respon-
sibility of teaching our new genera-
tion how to climb that mountain in
order to seek help for those who can-
not help themselves.

In order to do this, we must enlighten
all of our new people to protect each
and every presumptive we have and
never stop looking for more that will
be needed. The presumptives are
laws, but remember, laws can be
changed by the swipe of a pen.

We need guardians for the health of
The American Ex-Prisoners of War

now and in the future.

Alice Gollin
Dept. of California
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Comprehensive

ARMY REALLY STRONG
By Alice A. Booher

Soldier

Fitness:

Resilience is one of those words/con-
cepts that means many things to a
variety of people.  To the physicist
or biologist it is the property of a
material to absorb energy when it is
deformed elastically and then, to
bounce back like articular cartilage
in the knee or a rubber band.  For
the psychologist or sports coach, re-
silience is the ability to be calm, en-
ergized, engaged, focused and pur-
poseful, in good times and bad.  For
the U.S. Army, resilience must be the
ability to grow and thrive in the face
of challenges and bounce back from
adversity in an era of high opera-
tional tempo and persistent conflict.

For the Army, after the Vietnam Era
ended in the mid-1960’s, until the
advent of the Global War on Terror-
ism, there had been no significant
increased precipitant stress on the
force and thus no particular in-
creased need for specific resilience.
Since then, however, there has been
persistent conflict and repeated de-
ployments, and perhaps altered ex-
pectations on everyone’s part which
translates to those who themselves
voluntarily entered the service.
There have been heavy losses in com-
bat, and escalating suicide rates, all
of which is now constantly blasted
on the media and internet.  Too many
soldiers return from deployment to
a diagnosis of post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) without the coping

skills to turn that into post-traumatic
growth, strength, focus and revital-
ization.  Absent regrouping skills, the
chasm between the realities of mili-
tary action versus public expecta-
tions becomes massive, unfathom-
able and not easily fixable.
It is a “given” that serving in the
Army, particularly in time of war, is
going to be stressful, often intense,
for the soldier, the family, the com-
munity, the employer, everyone.  But
what if everyone involved, including
the troops, were better prepared for
that stress?  What if, after the most
traumatic of these events, even when
there are significant consequences
including bodily and mental injury,
there could be positive progress
rather than adversity, growth rather
than defeat, a return to a happier,
productive, sometimes different but
still a “good normal”?

Our country has always been a great
melting pot, and one of the most
positive benefits of an all volunteer
force is the wide range of diversity,
including cultural and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds, brought to ser-
vice.  But with that multiplicity comes
a wide spectrum of skills, and for
everyone to thrive in a stressful Army
environment, there has to be a clear
common basis for coping and a plan
for teaching Soldiers the necessary
skill set to do so.

With this harsh reality seen by inter-
nal and external eyes, the Army de-
termined it had a problem that man-
dated aggressive addressing and
resolution.  After more than a year
and a half of tremendous hard work
and commitment, the Army has just
effectuated a viable, realistic launch

towards an extraordinary solution.
The Navy has a 45 minute per week
resilience education during basic
training; the Marines have had simi-
lar programs for the short term; Spe-
cial Operations have widely inte-
grated them for years.  Now the Army
has its collective act together.

The ARMY STRONG campaign has
always professed that it is “about
much more than being physically fit.
It is mental and emotional strength.
It is the confidence to lead.  It is the
courage to stand up for your beliefs.
It is the compassion to help others.  It
is the desire for lifelong learning.  It
is the intelligence to make the right
decision.  It is making a difference for
yourself, your family, your commu-
nity and your Nation”.

In practice, however, while the Army
has always prided itself on the
“strong” part of the creed, often this
was nonetheless equated with physi-
cal prowess while “putting a lid on
the emotions”.  But individuals are
made up of many parts, and when
physical strength is at low ebb, it re-
quires the sustenance of those other
elements to survive, rebound and
flourish.

The Army will continue its massive
program to assess and reduce sui-
cides including a newly announced
5-year study by a consortium of Uni-
formed Services University of the
Health Sciences (USUHS), University
of Michigan, Harvard, Columbia and
National Institutes of Mental Health
(NIMH); and the efforts of the De-
fense Centers of Excellence for Psy-
chological Health and Traumatic
Brain Injury (TBI) directed by BG (Dr.)
Loree K. Sutton.  It will incrementally
endeavor to de-stigmatize mental
health help seeking.  And there are
other programs now in place to as-
sist the soldier including the new
Warrior Care and Transition efforts,
ombudsmen and changes in medical
and physical evaluation boards.

But in addition, as Army Surgeon
General LTG Peter B. Schoomaker
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csf continued...
said in “AMEDD: Keeping the Army
Fit to Fight”, a recent article in Army
magazine: “Army Chief of Staff GEN
George W. Casey, Jr., has a vision of
an Army composed of balanced,
healthy and self-confident soldiers
and families whose resilience and to-
tal fitness enable them to thrive in an
era of high operational tempo and
persistent conflict.”
As we speak, there is Army-wide
implementation of Comprehensive
Soldier Fitness (CSF). This is not just
some pie-in-the-sky theory; the time
and effort has been spent to work
out the kinks in a working model.
With strong guidance at all levels,
wise focus on the myriad training
levels and the NCO leadership, the
CSF concept has been taken to the
“road” inside and outside the
Beltway, within and without the Pen-
tagon and The Hill.  Plans have been
ongoing, consults undertaken, vast
groups of constituencies and in-
volved, expert parties given the
chance for input and thoughtful
problem solving.

GEN Casey prefaced the establish-
ment of CSF with: “The vast major-
ity of Soldiers deploying have a posi-
tive growth experience because they
are exposed to something very hard,
very difficult, and they succeed”.  To
emphasize the overriding all-en-
compassing concept, business NOT
as usual, the CSF is located not in a

medical or some other
comparable tradi-
tional billet, but as a
brand new command
directorate under the
Deputy Chief of Staff,
G-3/5/7 LTG James D.
Thurman.

The immediate key to
the success of GEN
Casey’s CSF efforts
may be his selection
of the Director of CSF,
BG Rhonda L. S.
Cornum.  Cornum,
whom many of you
know, is articulate and well-edu-
cated [with a BS in Microbiology/Ge-
netics, and PhD in Nutrition/Bio-
chemistry from Cornell; MD from
USUHS; Masters in Strategic Studies
from National War College].  She has
hands-on teaching and surgical ex-
perience.  She has held repeated
strong commands, in Bosnia, the
Landsthul RMC facility and Forces
Command.  But perhaps most im-
portant from Casey’s viewpoint (and
maybe Cornum’s as well) is that she

is, first and
foremost, op-
erationally and
in her heart,
Airborne, with
the air assault
insignia, wings,
bullet wounds,
broken bones
and scars to
prove it.  Her
capture as a
POW was as
flight surgeon,
2/229 Attack
Helicopter Bat-
talion in
0 p e r a t i o n

Desert Shield/Storm, which makes
the cerebrally capable but action-ori-
ented Cornum [who would never
admit and may be miffed that some-
one else might suggest it] herself
something of a poster-girl for resil-
ience.

Cornum along with educators, chap-
lains, psychiatrists, sociologists,
trainers, senior staff, civilian and
military including senior manage-
ment, senior NCOs and others have

fully taken CSF boots to the ground,
from TROA to AUSA forums, to The
Hill, and to all the basic training fa-
cilities from Forts Knox, Wood,
Leavenworth, Jackson, and every-
where between.

As Vice Chief of Staff GEN Peter
Chiarelli recently told 2,000 Army
health-care professionals, mental
wellness must be produced through
a multidisciplinary approach.  He
acknowledged that many things can
and will be done, including adequate
“dwell time” at home between de-
ployments. Other programs, like the
Chaplaincy’s “Strong Bonds” with
work to reduce rates of depression,
anxiety, indiscipline, domestic vio-

lence, alcohol abuse and absences
without leave.  But Chiarelli noted
that in the overriding context, edu-
cation and assessment remains im-
perative, and this will be primarily
tasked to CSF.

CSF’s approach is via two paths: or-
ganizational and individual.  Orga-
nizationally, the Army’s massive
training command (TRADOC) will
incorporate mental strength training
into every developmental school
starting at initial entry, to be increas-
ingly sophisticated from basic train-
ing up the NSO ladder from officer
basic to senior service schools.  A
Master Resilience Trainers (MRT) pro-
gram has been adapted from a simi-
lar initiative at University of Penn-
sylvania, with the first group trained
and operational.  A second level MRT
will be embedded in units to assist
commanders and junior leaders to
built resilience in their troops.
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Cornum states the goal to be that
“every sergeant and lieutenant should
feel as comfortable building mental
toughness in Soldiers as they are in
leading a formation on the parade
ground”.  She further noted that the
most vulnerable demographic is the
junior enlisted ranks, who tend to be
younger than their higher-ranking
counterparts, but the CSF proposal
entails assessments for the entire
force throughout their careers.  [For
instance, at Ft. Jackson, where the
first recruits tested the program this
summer, Casey said Drill Sergeants
will probably do the teaching in ba-
sic training.]

Individually, the key is recognition
that everyone comes to the table with
a different level of maturity, educa-
tional and sophistication in the five
pivotal dimensions of strength: so-
cial emotional, spiritual, physical and
family.  The goals of CSF are to in-
crease resilience and performance by
developing these five dimensions.
Thus, there must be an assessment
of where each soldier fits into that
spectrum, and to that end, there are
means such as a Global Assessment

Tool (GAT), to which there are no
wrong or right answers, and results
of which will never be shared with
spouses, doctors, bosses or family.
Each soldier will be able to view col-
umns on a “fitness tracker”, and
these will be linked to a training pro-
gram tailored to the individual.  To
address the geographic vastness of
deployed active duty, Guard and Re-
serve members, at least one self-de-
velopment module in each dimen-
sion will be web-based.  Once imple-
mented force-wide, a variation of CSF
will be available for family members

and civilians to receive similar edu-
cation and training.  Programs will
encompass a wide-spectrum around
cognitive reframing, self regulation
during response to adversity, rela-
tionship building or communication
skills, and are also designed to help
troops adapt these skills when re-
turning to civilian life.

The holistic mission may be difficult,
but it looks like it not only can but
will work.  For the sake of everyone,
most of all the troops, it must suc-
ceed.  Early feedback to a CNN re-
porter from senior enlisted persons
was that they had participated and
were impressed.  Sergeant Major of
the Army Kenneth O. Preston has
said “Fit disciplined and focused on
excellence, our Warriors serving to-
day are the best of their generation”.
It is a profound responsibility to see
to it that they get appropriate and
adequate tools to continue.  Says
Army Sergeant Major John Heinrichs,
“Every dollar, every hour we invest
in this (CSF), will pay for itself in the
future.  This is a part of balancing
the Army.”  And as Cornum says,
“We’re taking good people and mak-

ing them better.”  HOOAH!

Chaplain Beaver read the following
poem at the National Convention in
Boise in Sept. He had a number of
requests for it. It was a beautiful
part of the Memorial Service.

The soldier stood and faced God
Which must always come to pass.
He hoped his shoes were shining,

just as brightly as his brass.

“Step forward now, you soldier,
how shall I deal with you? Have

you always turned the other
cheek? To My Church have you

been true?”

The soldier squared his shoulders
and said, “No, Lord, I guess I

haven’t, because those of us who
carry guns, Can’t always be a

saint.

I’ve had to work most Sundays,
and at times my talk was tough.
And sometimes I’ve been violent,

because the world is awfully
rough.

But, I never took a penny, that
wasn’t mine to keep…

Though I worked a lot of over-
time, when the bills got just too

steep.

And I never passed a cry for help,
though at times I shook with fear.
And sometimes, God, forgive me,

I’ve wept unmanly tears.

I know I don’t deserve a place,
among the people here.

They never wanted me around,
except to calm their fears.

If you’ve a place for me here,
Lord, It needn’t be so grand. I

never expected or had too much,
but if you don’t, I’ll understand.”
There was a silence all around the

throne, where the saints had
often trod. As the soldier waited
quietly for the judgment of his

God.

“Step forward now, you soldier,
you’ve borne your burdens well.

Walk peacefully on Heaven’s
streets; you’ve done your time in

Hell.”

~Author Unknown~
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
Website Biography

www.axpow.org

If you are not a current member of AXPOW,

you must submit documentation of your POW status.

Name

Nickname

Address

City/State/Zip Telephone

Email

Conflict and Theater of Operation

Branch of Service Unit

Where were you captured? Date captured

POW camps you were held in

How long were you a POW? Date liberated

Medals received

Job in the military
After military service

Submit 1 or 2 photographs (color or black and white).
Biography:(please type or print)

SEND TO: American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 East Pioneer Parkway #40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396

Please include your check for $65 payable to AXPOW.If you have any questions, please contact Clydie Morgan,
National Adjutant, at 817-649-2979; HQ@axpow.org
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National Headquarters
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010; (817) 649-2979
Marsha.Coke@axpow.org

new members

New Annual Members
Welcome Home

William E Sherer
Grand Junction CO
Son of John Timar

Custis Roe Green Jr
Annette B
Hilo HI
390 BG 507 BS
Luft 1
11/44-5/45

Deborah K Horn
Dover OH
Daughter of James K Horn, ETO

New Life Members
Welcome Home!

*denotes new to AXPOW

James J Rucker                   39616

Panora IA
42 Rainbow Div Co G 232 Reg
12
1/5/45-4/28/45

Robert M Landes                 39617

Coeur D’Alene ID
8 AF 381 BG H
7A

Clyde D Nachtigal                39618

Baraboo WI
CO D 41 Air 2 Div
12B, 11B
12/27/44-4/45

Robert R Davenport             39619

Los Angeles CA
NOK  Daniel Meeker
Revolutionary War
4/26/1777

Sara M Rutherford               39620

Ridgewood NJ
Widow of Johnny Rutherford
Dulag Luft, Frankfort, Luft 1

Helen Brosky Petri               39621

Wheeling WV
Widow of Joseph L
11B
12/44-4/45

Lois M Lane                         39622

Alton IL
Widow of Lloyd Lane
Germany
27 months

Patricia M Hoyle                   39623

Canfield OH
Widow of Merl F  Hoyle
Oberusal Frankfort Dulag Luft
Wetzlar Luft 1

Robert W DeVore                *39624

Des Moines IA
Son of Quentine Pershing DeVore,
PAC

Judy Karen Best
Lloyd Richard         *39625  39626

Marshall, MO
Daughter of Thomas Alvan
Endecott, ETO

Darwin L Bartow
Virginia W                39627  39628

Brookhaven MS
15AF 463BG

Horace Huron
Laura  39629  39630
San Antonio TX
390BG 570BS
17B
4/22/44-5/3/45

Herman E “Red” Day
Lillian L                   39631  39632

Lafayette LA
Army
12A
3/1/45-4/45

Morris Shulman
Valerie                      39633  39634

West Orange NJ
K CO 301 Inf Reg 94 Inf Div
Loriene France, Ile de Groix
10/2/44-11/17/44
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  AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR

VOLUNTEER FUNDING PROGRAM
The AXPOW Volunteer Giving Program parallels that of other VSOs,  whereby
the entire membership, including life members, is given the opportunity to

contribute to the operation of our organization, based on ability and willingness to contribute.
All contributions are to be sent directly to the National Treasurer to be used for the operation of the

organization. A complete accounting of contributors will appear in the Bulletin each month.

I am enclosing my contribution to support the operation of the American Ex-Prisoners of War.

$20.00 $30.00 $40.00 $50.00 $100.00 Other

Please circle one category:

Individual  Chapter                           State Department
(If chapter or department, please give name)

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone #

Please make checks payable to American Ex-Prisoners of War - Voluntary Funding
Mail contributions to: National Headquarters

American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40

Arlington, TX  76010
Donations are not tax-deductible at this time

Make Your Plans Now!

The 2010 National Conven-
tion is being held in Albany,
Georgia on Sept. 21-26, 2010.

Albany is about 40 miles
south of Andersonville...you

can get there from
anywhere!

Drive
Fly (3 fights daily into Albany)

Train (to Atlanta, then rent a

car)

Here’s a great idea: Grab
your grandkids and have
them bring you to the most
wonderful convention!

Tuesday Sept. 21:
National Service Officer Training
Registration Desk Open in PM

Wednesday Sept. 22:
National Board of Directors
Meeting
Registration Desk Open
Hospitality Room Open
Hospitality Room
Evening Entertainment

Thursday Sept. 23:

Daytrip to Andersonville
Opening Ceremonies at Anderson-
ville National Historic Site and the
National POW Museum
Commanders Reception

Friday Sept. 24:
Past National Commanders
Breakfast
General Business Session
Camp Reunions

Hospitality Room
Evening Entertainment

Saturday Sept. 25:
General Business Session &
Balloting
Banquet and Installation of
Officers

Sunday Sept. 26:
Devotional
National Board of Directors
Meeting

National Convention

Tentative Agenda

  Sept. 21-26, 2010
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Suitable for framing, this
certificate of captivity, printed on
8½” x 11” quality paper, proudly
displays your history as a prisoner
of war. Each certificate background
is personalized to the theater of
operation.  To purchase this
certificate from AXPOW, send your
name, service number, branch of
service, unit when captured, POW
number (if known), camp names
and locations, along with your

payment of $25.00. You may

include a picture with your order.

Please order from National
Headquarters. If you are ordering
at Convention, you can place your
order  in the Merchandise Room.

Certificate of Captivity

request for membership application

American Ex-Prisoners of  War

Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________

Membership is open to US Military and Civilians captured
because of their US citizenship and their families.

                                             Do NOT send dues with this request for an application

Life Membership Rates
Under 35 $360
36-50 $300
51-60 $180
61 & over $120
Spouse of life member $  40
Annual Membership Rates
 Single Membership $  40
Husband & wife $  50

Mail to:

American Ex-Prisoners of War

3201 East Pioneer Parkway, #40
Arlington, TX 76010-5936

(817) 649-2979 voice

(817)649-0109 fax

e-mail:HQ@axpow.org



Please send donations to:
National Headquarters, 3201 East
Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40,
Arlington, TX 76010. You can also
make a donation with a credit card
(MasterCard or Visa). Just call 817-
6492979. Thank you!

Contributions are not
tax deductible at this time

contributions
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GENERAL FUND

Fred Stockmeier, Elk Grove
Village IL
In honor of Clydie Morgan,
Marsha Coke and Donna Watson
“Dear Abby Superstars!”, by Fred
& Peggy Campbell
In memory of William ‘Bill”
Scheidler, by Robert & Shirley
Field
In memory of Howard Umbarger,
by Bob & Eleanor Emick
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
Dave & Sharon Bayer
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
John & Maureen Bayer & Family
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
Derek & Debbie Case & Family
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
Stacy Bayer
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
Patricia & Charles Greskovich
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
Donna Jones
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
Linda Gerbracht
In memory of Roy B McCarthy, by
Sharyn Henshaw
In memory of James Andrew
Caire, by Ann Caire & sons Bill &
Beau
In memory of Carl Pasurka Sr, by
Loraine, Carl Jr & John Pasurka

In memory of Doris Davis, by
Adeline Robinson
In memory of Edwin Koval, by
Aletha Koval
In memory of Merle Vanderhoof,
by the Phoenix Consulting Group
In memory of Kenneth Bryan,
OKAW Chapter, by Charles &
Nancy Foley, St Louis Chapter

LEGISLATIVE FUND

In memory of Attilio Mascone, by
the Department of Maryland
In memory of George M Brady, Jr,
by the Department of Maryland
In memory of Milton Price, by the
Department of Maryland

MEDSEARCH FUND

Garden State Chapter #1
Dept of New Jersey
In memory of Beatrice Mascone,
by the Department of Maryland
In memory of Hillman Paul
Rabalais, by South Louisiana
Chapter
In memory of John ‘Jack’ S Evans,
Sr, by the Department of Maryland

NSO

In memory of John Storer, by
David & Mildred Roth
In honor of NC Kenny Hanson, by
the Eagles POWer Foundation

VOLUNTARY FUNDING

Harold Schneider, Bay City MI
C Norman & Elizabeth T
Gustafson

Leonard & Shirley Graeser
Warren G Ledbetter
Paul & Dolores Young
In M/O Robert Van Houten, by
George & Lucine Juskalian
Franklin Koehler
In M/O Jack & Leo Cook, by
Robert & Katherine Rodenbaugh
NC Kenneth H Hanson
Lew & Jan Sleeper
Earl E Miles
Mae E Morgan
Leon & Ellen Tracy
Francis Plumly
Robert Buntin
Robert Seitzinger
Marie Bussing
Mable E. Bertram
Salvatore & Camille Crivelli
PL Hertsenstein
Wayne & Margaret Porter
PJ Rusha
WR Matheny
Frank Effinger
Nicholas J Zender
M/M Merton Jessen
Maurice Markworth
Helen P Beaven
Edward H Wallner
WS Tyler
Ernest & Edith Smith
Adeline Robinson
Robert L Brigham
Barbara G Daugherty
Kachadour & Marilyn Avedisian
Robert & Nancy Thompson
Ellen R Baum
Dorothy E Campney Trust
AB & Betty Southall
Glenn & Lorraine R Naze
North Central Ohio AXPOW
John & Vera Gallimore
Philip E Wagner

National Convention
September
21-26, 2010

Albany Georgia
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ASH, William E, age 87, of Leroy,
OH died June 28, 2009. He was a
POW in WWII. He leaves his wife,
Ruth, 1 daughter, 1 son, 3 grand-
children and 3 great-grandchildren.

BAKKE, Marvel, of Harper Woods,
MI passed away July 18, 2009 at the
age of 89. He was a member of the
Wolverine Chapter, AXPOW. He is
survived by his wife, Jean 9 chil-
dren, 1 brother, 15 grandchildren
and 24 great-grandchildren.

BEHR, Richard H, 90, of
Youngtown, AZ died Aug. 21, 2009.
He was a mechanic in the 106th Inf.
Div. during WWII. He fought in the
Battle of the Bulge, was captured
and held prisoner until liberation.
He was a member of the POWOW
Chapter, AXPOW in Phoenix. Survi-
vors include his wife of 67 years,
Bernelia, and one son.

BEDFORD, Doris A, of Fairport, NY
passed away Aug. 30, 2009. She was
86 and the wife of ex-POW Richard
Bedford (P-47 pilot; Stalags III, VII,
XIII). In addition to her husband of
almost 66 years, she leaves 2
daughters, 5 grandchildren and 1
great-grandson.

BENTLEY, Jack, passed away on
July 26, 2009 at the age of 90. He
was flying out of North Africa when
his plane was shot down in June,
1943; he was a prisoner of the Ital-
ians until Italy surrendered, then he
was held in Luft III and marched to
Stalag 7A.  Jack leaves his wife, two
sons and good friend Holley
Midgley.

BROWN, Ernest E “Bud” of
Worthington, Kentucky, died Sep-
tember 10, 2009. A life member of
AXPOW since 1986, he served with
in the 88 Div I Co 2nd Bttn, and was
held a POW in Stalags 7A and 2B,
He is survived by his wife of 63
years, Donna.

BURGBACHER, Marian A “Marny”,
84, of Ellenton, FL passed away
Aug. 3, 2009. Marny and her hus-
band, Paul (ex-POW, captured at
Cassino, Italy) were active members
of the Manasota Chapter, AXPOW.
In addition to her husband of 64
years, she leaves 1 son, 1 daugh-
ter, 2 grandchildren and 3 great-
grandchildren.

CABIAO, Lorie passed away Aug.
29, 2009. He fought in WWII as a
Philippine Scout and was a POW,
captured on Bataan. He later joined
the US Army. Survivors include his
wife of 64 years, Alejandra, 3
daughters, 1 son and 5 grandchil-
dren. Lorie was a member of AX-
POW and the Tacoma, WA Chapter.

CAIRE, James A, 90, of Biloxi, MS
died June 17, 2009. During WWII,
he served with HQ and HQSQD, 27th

BG(L), US Army. He was captured
on, and survived, the Bataan Death
March and 3 ½ years of captivity in
the Philippines and Japan. James
was a member of the Gulf Coast
Chapter, AXPOW and ADBC. He is
survived by his loving wife, Anna,
2 sons, 5 grandchildren and 8 great-
grandchildren.

CLINE, Floyd W., 87, life member
of the Bakersfield Chapter, AXPOW
and active member of the Cessna
Sergeant Chapter died April 22,
2008. During WWII, he served as a
Flight Engineer with the 723rd BS,
47th BW, 450th BG, 15th AF. He was
shot down over Ploesti and held in
Romania. He leaves his wife of 60
years, Becky, 2 sons, 4 grandchil-
dren and 6 great-grandchildren.  

COBBLE, Ellen B passed away Aug.
3, 2009 at the age of 85. Ellen was
part of the Greatest Generation and
embodied the values that make this
country great. Her life was dedi-
cated to family. Ellen is survived by
1 son, 5 grandchildren and 1

brother. She was a beloved mem-
ber of the Tacoma Chapter, AXPOW.

DUKEMAN, Pauline Piersol, 85, of
Narvon, passed away Sept. 13,
2009.  She was a life member of the
Conestoga Chapter, AXPOW.
Pauline was the wife of the late
Donald Wayne Dukeman, who died
on April 16, 2006. She is survived
by 2 sons, 1 daughter, 1 sister, 9
grandchildren and 11 great grand-
children.

EDWARDS, Mary Katherine, widow
of ex-POW Story Edwards and mem-
ber of the Chattanooga Chapter,
AXPOW died July 28, 2009. She will
be missed by her chapter friends.

EDWARDS, Wilson Victor “Bill”,
member of the Rocky Mountain
Chapter (CO), AXPOW, died Aug. 7,
2009. He was 91. During WWII, he
fought with the Royal Air Force un-
til the US entered the war. He then
served with the 4th FG, flying P51
Mustangs. He was shot down and
held in Luft 1, Barth until liberation.
He leaves his wife, Barbara, and
many children and grandchildren.

EZELL, John Ellison of Killen, AL
passed away Nov. 23, 2008. He was
drafted into the Army while still in
high school; he served with the
106th Inf. Div., Co A and was cap-
tured in the Battle of the Bulge.
John is survived by his wife, Edna,
and two daughters.

FIGGINS, Becky, wife of Past Com-
mander Jim Figgins of the Agua Fria
Chapter, AXPOW passed away Sep-
tember 11, 2009.  Becky and Jim
lived in Sun City West, AZ. They had
2 sons, 8 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren. Jim served in the
478th BG and was interned in 7A.
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taps continued...
GABER, Marjorie L, 76, of
Waterford, PA died Aug. 25, 2009.
She and her husband, ex-POW Karl
(top turret gunner stationed on Iwo
Jima with HBS 121/shot down in
Tokyo Bay and held in Ofuna, Ja-
pan) were active members of the
Barbed Wire Assn. of NW PA. In
addition to her husband, Marjorie
leaves 2 daughters and 3 grandchil-
dren.

GALLAGHER, James M, age 89, of
Waterford, CT and Viera, FL died
July 24, 2009. He served as naviga-
tor with the 8th AF, 389th BG; he was
shot down and imprisoned at Luft
1, Barth. Jim was a life member of
Connecticut Chapter, AXPOW. He is
survived by 3 daughters and 3
grandchildren.

GIUGA, Mariano T , of
Cheektowaga, NY  passed away July
2, 2009 at the age of 89. He was a
member of the Western NY Chap-
ter, AXPOW. He was captured in the
Battle of the Bulge while serving
with the Third Division, USA dur-
ing WWII. He leaves his wife, Vio-
let, 2 sons and 2 daughters.

GOAD, Virgilene Bryant, 69, of
Bainbridge, GA died August 2,
2009. She was preceded in death by
her husband, former P.0.W.
Clarence G. Goad. Both were very
active, long-time members of the
Huchison-Poplawski Chapter,
Panama City, FL. She is survived by
a son, two daughters, five grand-
children, and one great-grand-
daughter.

GOUIN, Donat “Don” J, 80, of Lima,
OH died July 15, 2009. He was a
member of AFVN stationed in the
City of Hue during the Tet Offen-
sive of 1968 where he was cap-
tured. He was held five years as a
POW. Don was a member of NW
Central Ohio Chapter, AXPOW for
21 years, having served as com-

mander. Survivors include his wife
of 51 years, Alma, 1 son, 2 daugh-
ters, 7 grandchildren, nieces and
nephews.

GRZYWA, Edwin F , of
Cheektowaga, NY passed away May
6, 2009. He was 86 and a member
of the Western NY Chapter, AX-
POW. Edward was captured while
serving with the 450th BG, 720th BS,
flying out of Italy. Survivors include
one son and two daughters.

HAMONS, Eugene J, of Ganado, TX
passed away Sept. 22, 2009. He was
83. Gene was captured while serv-
ing in the Army during WWII. He
leaves his wife, Pakali, 1 daughter,
2 sons, 3 grandchildren and 4 great-
grandchildren.

Hill, Eini, 87, of Phelps, Wisconsin,
died August 9, 2009. She was the
wife of Armie S. Hill, also deceased,
who was captured during World
War II in North Africa at Kasserine
Pass and was interned in POW
Camp 98 on Sicily and POW Camp
59 in Servigliano, Italy. Eini is sur-
vived by four children, nine
grandchildren, and 14 great-grand-
children.

JERNIGAN, Wilbur R of New
Brockton, AL passed away May 5,
2009. He was 84. During WWII, he
served with the 15th AF, 99th BG,
347th BS. He was flying from Italy
when he was shot down over Yugo-
slavia. He spent the remainder of
the war in Luft 1, Barth. Roland is
survived by his wife, Jeanne, 1
daughter, 2 sons, 7 grandchildren
and 3 great-grandchildren. He was
a life member of AXPOW and the
Boll Weevil Chapter.

JOHNSTON, Helen, wife of ex-POW
Robert Johnston died Aug. 8, 2009
in Sun City West, AZ. She and Bob
were active members of the Agua
Fria Chapter. Bob served with the
275th Reg., 75th Div. and spent time
in Stalag 4B. In addition to her hus-
band, Helen is survived by 2 daugh-
ters and 3 grandchildren.

KIRCH, Raymond S, 90, of
Valparaiso, FL, died June 30, 2009.
He was in the 27th BG during WWII.
He was wounded on Corregidor and
was captured by the Japanese and
was held as a prisoner of war for
1218 days. Raymond leaves behind
his wife of 59 years, Doris, one son
and four grandchildren.  

KOROSEC, Joseph J, of Cleveland,
OH passed away Sept. 4, 2009. He
was 84. He was shot down while
serving with the 8th AF, 452nd BG;
he was held in Luft 1, Barth. Survi-
vors include his wife, Ann, 2 sons,
1 daughter, 1 granddaughter, 1
brother and 1 sister.

KOVAL, Edwin J, 86, of Houston,
TX died June 7, 2009. During WWII
he served with the 15th AF, 343rd BS,
98th BG. He was shot down over
Bologna and taken prisoner. He
leaves his wife of 63 years, Alethea,
1 son and 2 daughters.

MARTIN, Evelyn B, of McMinnville,
OR passed away Aug. 7, 2009. She
was the beloved wife of ex-POW
James Martin (Philippines, Taiwan
and Japan).

MASCONE, Attilio Anthony, 87, of
Silver Spring, MD passed away July
30, 2009. He was part of the 422nd

Inf., 106th Div., fighting in the Battle
of the Bulge when he was captured.
He was taken to Stalag 9B and held
until liberation.  Attilio’s wife,
Beatrice, who sewed military uni-
forms during WWII, passed away
March 24, 2009. They are survived
by two sons, one daughter and five
grandchildren.

McCARTHY, Roy B, age 89, of San
Leandro, CA died Aug. 31, 2009.  He
was a veteran of the USMC, cap-
tured with the North China Marines
and held for 3 years, 9 months. Roy
was a member of AXPOW and the
Marine Corps League. Survivors in-
clude his wife of 63 years, Jean, 2
daughters, 4 grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren.
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taps continued...
McCLURE, Lee, of Aurora, CO died
Aug. 10, 2009. She was a member
of the Mile High Chapter, Denver
and life member of AXPOW. Her
husband, William served with the
882nd BS, was captured in the Pa-
cific and held in Kempi Tai. In ad-
dition to her husband, Lee leaves 2
daughters, 1 son, 3 grandchildren
and 2 great-grandsons.

McCORMACK, John William, of
Des Moines, IA and Bradenton, FL
passed away July 25, 2009. He was
91. He was a WWII veteran and ex-
POW, captured while serving with
the 707th Tank Bn. He was a life
member of AXPOW.  John is sur-
vived by his wife of 68 years,
Josephine and 2 daughters.

McMANAMON, Hugh T, 90, mem-
ber of the Barbed Wire Buckeye
Chapter, died in July, 2009. He was
captured in Europe while serving
with the 423rd Reg. 106th Inf. as a
medic. He was held in Stalags 12A,
4B, 3B, 3A and Kommando 483. He
is survived by his wife, Margaret, 1
daughter, 1 son, 1 granddaughter
and 1 great-grandson.

MEYER, Dorris L, of Woodlands, TX
died Aug. 20, 2009. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, ex-
POW William P Meyer. Dorris was a
life member of AXPOW. She leaves

3 sons, 5 grandchildren, 1 great-
grandchild, 4 nieces and several
great-nieces and nephews.

NORRIS, Alvi D, of Danville, IL
passed away June 17, 2009. Alvi
served in the Army, captured in
Korea and held for 33 months. He
was a member of the Illiana Chap-
ter, AXPOW. Survivors include his
wife, Marlene, 3 children and many
grandchildren.

ORN, Caroline, 85, of Crosby, MN
died Aug. 22, 2009. She was the
widow of ex-POW Donald Orn. Both
were members of the Lakes Region
Chapter, AXPOW. She is survived by
1 son, 1 daughter and 6 grandchil-
dren.

PASURKA, Carl A, Sr, of Elk Grove
Village, IL passed away August 29,
2009 at the age of 92.  While serv-
ing with the 515th Coast Artillery he
was captured in the Philippines, and
spent 3-1/2 years in POW camps in
the Philippines, Taiwan, and Japan.
Survivors include his wife of 56
years, Lorraine, two sons, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

PATTERSON, Thomas R , of
Northville, Michigan, died Septem-
ber 3, 2009. He was a bombardier
with the 15 AF, 455 BG, 742 BS, and
was a POW on Luft 1, An AXPOW
life member since 1988, he was a
member of the Wolverine Chapter.

PAVONE, Louis (Louie) Dominic,
age 87, passed away on July 25,
2009 in Chehalis, WA. Louie faith-
fully served his country in the Army
from 1940 to 1946. In early 1942,
he was taken prisoner on Corregi-
dor by the Japanese and spent the
next 3 ½ years in POW camps. In
1945, he was freed from the
Mukden Manchuria Camp by the
Russian Army. He was a life mem-
ber of AXPOW and ADBC. His wife
Theresa predeceased him; survi-
vors include 1 son, 1 brother, 1 sis-
ter and many nieces and nephews.

PETTIT, Morris, of Ellijay, GA died
July 14, 2009. He enlisted in the
USA in 1936; embarked for over-
seas duty in 1943, serving with Co.
B, 110th RCT, 28th Div. He was cap-
tured in the Battle of the Bulge and
held in Neidenbach, Meinigem,
Hiburgerhausn and Frising. He
leaves his wife, Laura, and three
sons.

RABALAIS, Hillman , of
Moreauville, LA, died August 7,
2009. He was a member of the
South Louisiana Chapter. He was
captured in Korea, held in Camps
1 and 3 for 28 months.  He is sur-
vived by his wife of 55 years, Irma,
5 children and 11 grandchildren.

RUETSCH, Mary Jane passed away
August 29, 2009. She was the wife
of life member Robert J. Ruetsch

and member of Ohio Chapter
#1. They were married 65 years. 

SAVITZ, Harvey E , 87, of
Chewelah, WA died June 19, 2009.
He was captured on Wake Island
Dec. 23, 1941 and was a POW for
44 months in Shanghai, China and
Shingu, Japan. Harvey was a mem-
ber of the Spokane-Inland Empire
Chapter and life member of AX-
POW. Survivors include 4 daugh-
ters, 1 son, 11 grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren.

SCHNEIDER, Virginia, of Pittsburg,
Texas, died August 23, 2009. A
member of the Fort Worth Chapter,
she was the widow of Lester
Schneider, a POW in Luft 3.

SEDIVY, Harold William , of
Summerville, SC died Sept. 15,
2009. He served with the 15th AF
as waist gunner on a Liberator. His
plane was shot down over Yugosla-
via and he was held in various
camps across Germany. Harold was
past SC Dept. Commander and a life
member of the Low Country Chap-
ter. He is survived by 2 daughters,
5 grandchildren and 4 great-grand-
children.

SHALLCROSS, Edgar M Jr, 86, of
St. Clairsville, OH passed away Sept.
8, 2009. He was captured while
serving in the Army during WWII;
he was a member of the Barbed
Wire Chapter #1. Surviving are his
wife, Sue, 3 sons, 4 grandchildren
and 1 great-grandchild.

SHAY, Elizabeth “Betty”, of Spring-
field, OH passed away Aug. 26,
2009. She was a retired teacher who
never lost her zest for reaching out
to others. She leaves her loving
husband, Gene, 3 children, 3 step-
children, 2 sisters, 1 brother, 8
grandchildren and many other ex-
tended family.

SPAULDING, Donald Dale, 86, of
Tulsa, OK died Aug. 10, 2009. He
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national chaplain

James H. Beaver

22644 Montego Bay Road

Abingdon, VA  24211

(276) 623-0875

Let Your

Light Shine

Matthew 5:14-16

Jesus told his disciples, “Ye are the
light of the world. A city that is set
on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do
men light a candle and put it under
a bushel, but on a candlestick; and
it giveth light unto all that are in
the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father
which is in Heaven.”

October 2007 through March 2008

23 Christian congregations in
Hampton, Virginia opened their
churches to the homeless and hun-

gry. Store donations and reduced
prices made it possible to serve
breakfast and hot evening meals.
When temperatures fell outside, an
average of 72 people slept warmly
inside.

This is one example of “Christians
letting their lights shine.”

We can let God’s light shine
through us by showing others that
we are a reflection of His light.
How? By Loving, Caring and Help-
ing others.

was with Battery G, 60th CAC (AA),
assigned to Bataan. He was cap-
tured on Corregidor May, 1942 and
held in POW camps in the Philip-
pines and Japan for 3 ½ years. He
was a member of the Tulsa Chap-
ter, AXPOW. Survivors include his
wife, Hazel, 2 sons, 3 daughters, 6
grandchildren and 3 great-grand-
children.

STUENKEL, William L , 86, of
Spooner, WI passed away Feb. 7,
2009. During WWII, he was as-
signed to the 168th Inf., 34th Div. He
was captured at Anzio and held by
Germany for 16 months, much of
it spent at Stalag 2B.  He leaves his
beloved wife of 63 years, Verna, 3
sons, 1 daughter, 9 grandchildren
and 6 great-grandchildren.

SURPRISE, Daniel H, of El Dorado
Springs, MO passed away July 14,
2009. He was 84. His plane “Stormy
Weather” went down over Denmark
and he was captured. Dan was a
member of the Springfield, MO
chapter, AXPOW. His loving wife of
64 years, Betty, 1 son, 3 daughters,
8 grandchildren and 18 great-
grandchildren survive him.

SWEIBERG, James J Sr, 92, charter
member of the Ft. Vancouver Chap-
ter, AXPOW died Mar. 15, 2009. He
was captured on Wake Island in
1941; he was held in 4 camps in
China and 2 camps in Japan until
liberation nearly 4 years later. Sur-
vivors include 2 sons, 2 daughters
and several grandchildren.

TIMM, Eugene A “Gene”, of Roch-
ester Hills, MI passed away July 26,
2009. During WWII, he served in the
Army. He was captured in the Battle
of the Bulge and held in Stalag 9B
until liberation. Gene leaves his
wife, Lois, 1 son, 2 daughters and 4
grandchildren.

VANDERHOOF, Merl Quincy of
Newton, IL, died Aug. 29, 2009. He
was captured while serving with the
AAC as an Engineer/Gunner on B-
24s. He was held in Dulag Luft 6, 4,
7A and 13D. He was a member of
the Kickapoo Chapter, AXPOW. He
leaves his wife, Martha, 2 sons, 1
daughter, 2 stepdaughters and 8
grandchildren.

VanHOUTON, Robert, 86,
a founder of the Bill Rolen Memo-
rial Chapter of Northern Virginia,
died September 15, 2009,  During
the Battle of the Bulge, he was cap-

tured by the Germans and interned
in POW camps 9B and 9A for 4 ½
months until liberated by American
forces.  Bob held a number of im-
portant posts in the Dept. of Vir-
ginia AXPOW including state and
chapter commander.  He will be
missed by his many friends.

WARMUTH, Werner G “Bill”
passed away on Sept 23, 2009. Bill
was serving with the 427th BS, 303rd

BG, 8th AF as a navigator on the B-
17 “Tiny Angel” when he was shot
down over Malberg, Germany and
taken prisoner.  He was interned
in Stalag III and later marched 63
miles to Stalag 7 near Moosburg,
Germany and liberated by elements
of Gen Patton’s Third Army.  He
will be missed by his friends in
Fresno Chapter #1.

YOUNGBLOOD, William S, of Mt.
Pleasant, SC died Aug. 25, 2009. He
served with the 103rd Inf. Div. dur-
ing WWII, across France and Ger-
many. He was held as a POW by the
Germans for 6 months. He was a
life member of AXPOW and char-
ter member of the Low Country
Chapter. He is survived by his wife
of 67 years, Doris, 1 daughter, 2
grandchildren and 3 great-grand-
children.
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50/50 drawing
September 12, 2009

Boise, Idaho

1st Place Alice Gilligan                      $676.40
New York, NY

2nd Place Robert Boebel                       $507.30
Fox Lake, WI

3rd Place Victor Breite                         $338.20
St. Louis, MO

4th Place John DeVere                      $169.10
South Charleston, WV

These drawings help raise money needed for our operating ex-
penses. They allow our members to participate in a very worth-
while project, while giving them a chance to win. 50% of the
donations will be given to the General Fund and the other 50%
are awarded as prizes. The amounts are determined after all
donations are received. You do not have to be present to win.
Please make copies of the tickets on the other side and offer
them to your Chapter members, family and friends. We are ask-
ing $5.00 for 6 tickets.  These donations are not tax deductible.
Fill out the tickets and send them and your donations to:
National Headquarters ~ 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

Ex-POW Bulletin

Nov/Dec 2009

39

On Monday morning, 8 Decem-
ber 1941, we Brent School kids
wildly cheered to a formation of
air planes flying directly to To-
kyo,, “Go to there and bomb it
to smithereens!”
Several hours later we heard
big BOOM-BOOM and saw
thick black smoke rising from
Camp John Hay... the American
Army base in Baguio, Philip-
pines. The sun played a trick on us so we couldn’t see
the big, round red “rotten fried egg” under the wings.
Suddenly it dawned on us that those planes were Japa-
nese. Twenty days later we were captured, ordered to
meet at Brent School for a 3 hour or 3 day meeting
that actually lasted for over three yreas of starvation,
depravation, humiliation.
Lacking utenslils in the Prison Camp, and for the few
birthday parties, we had to tell our guests to bring CUP,
PLATE AND SPOON.

BRING CUP, PLATE AND SPOON available from au-
thor: Betsy Herold Heimke
13820 Metcalf Ave. Apt 11320
Overland Park, KS 66223
k.heimke@sbcglobal.com
Price $20.00 plus $4.00 S/H

The 106th Infantry
Division Association

Organized at
Camp Lucky Strike 1945 active since

1946

If you are a former 106th Infantry Division vet, were
attached to the 106th,a relative of a 106th veteran, you

are eligible for membership in the Association.
Annual Dues $10.00

The CUB Magazine is published three times
per year. Published since 1946.

Annual Reunions held yearly since 1947.

Contact: Lyle Beeth, Membership Chairman
2004 Golf Manor Road
Valico, FL  33594-7288

(813) 689-9621; fax: (813) 655-8952
Toll Free (888) 644-8952

beeth2@hotmail.com

A  Different  Approach to POW Stories
. “. . . a tale of unaffected and genuine heroism and incredible
endurance. . . . recreates . . . wartime experiences in graphic
and frequently moving detail.  Jim’s Journey is a fascinating
account of combat and POW life set across the backdrop of
the Pacific War of 1941-1945.”  Gregory J. W. Urwin, Pro-
fessor of History, Temple University, Author, Facing Fearful
Odds:  The Siege of Wake Island

JIM’S JOURNEY: A Wake Island Civilian POW’s Story, by
L. A. Magnino, has been accepted by the Naval Historical
Center, Washington, D.C., for inclusion in their bibliographi-
cal listing for World War II/Prisoner of War.
The book contains numerous photos and drawings from POW
Jim Allen collected in POW camps
in China & Japan, then hand car-
ried home after he was repatriated
in September 1945.  Also includes
a list of the 98 POWs executed on
Wake.
                  $24.95
 including shipping/handling

For copies, send check or money
order for $24.95 to:
  L. A. Magnino, 2 Old Waite Road,
Petersham, MA 01366
Also at Amazon.com.



American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing

PLEASE PRINT
Name:_______________________Telephone: (    )_______

Address:_________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________

Here is my donation  of  $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.

Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not  tax deduct-
ible. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support. (3/10)
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The
Quartermaster’s Shop

AXPOW Pocket Knife
11 function pocket knife

includes a stainless steel

knife, screwdrivers and

much more! AXPOW

imprint is protected by an

epoxy dome, lasting a

lifetime. Rubber grip

ensures easy

handling...individually

gift boxed...folded knife

measures 3 3/4”x1”

$13.00 plus s/h

Bronze Grave
Medallion

with AXPOW LOGO
The Medallion is 4", Bronze/

Brown with Lacquer, weighs

approximately 1lb 4oz,

containing 84% copper,

balance in other metals.  The

hardware for mounting is

included in each packet.
check with your local

cemetery before ordering to
see if medallions are

permitted.

$75.00 plus s/h/i
($15.00 for one; $20.00 for

two or more)

AXPOW Vests!
The uniform of the American Ex-

POWs consists of the military cap and the vest. These vests
are custom-made  with your name on the front, and your

chapter and logo shield on the back. Orders take approxi-

mately six weeks to complete.

$55.00 each includes

shipping/handling
For pins, vest guards and other
items to “dress up” your vest, or-
der from the merchandise page.

Jeweled Flag
You love your country. Our

Austrian Crystal Flag and USA

pins are beatuiful ways to show

your patriotism. They make

wonderful gifts ~ for yourself

or someone you love.

American Flag ~

$30.00 plus s/h

order on page 42

AXPOW Flashlights
Bright safety light when
you need it! AXPOW logo

in color...individually

gift-boxed.

$12.00 plu s/h



AXPOW Vest Order Form
(For members only)
Name________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip  ________________________________________________

Size (Men/coat, Women/chest measurement)  __________________________

Long, Regular or Short_________________________________________

Name on front of vest __________________________________________

Chapter Name (back of vest) _______________________________

Price: $55.00, includes shipping/handling
Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery.

Mail orders to:
AXPOW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396

Official AXPOW Cap (specify size)           40.00
Vinyl Cap Bag    3.00
Maroon AXPOW Sport Cap                         8.00
Black Eagle Sport Cap    9.00
Canvas Sport Cap (offwhite or tan)  10.00
AXPOW Pocket Knife               13.00
Necktie w/logo    30.00
     (specify regular or pre-tied)
AXPOW Logo Bolo Tie                             15.00
U.S. Flag Bolo Tie                                     19.00
Mini POW Medal Bolo Tie                        20.00
Goldtone Bolo Bezel with cord      9.00
Barbed Wire pin    3.00
Life Member pin    5.00
Crossed Flags Lapel pin    5.00
Brooch pin    5.00
EX-POW pin (goldtone)    5.00
Logo pin    5.00
POW Stamp pin    3.00
Past Chapter Commander pin    5.00
Past Department Commander pin    5.00

AXPOW Pocket Knife               13.00

Eagle pin w/Barbed Wire                 8.00
(specify gold, silver or antique gold)
Jeweled Flag Pin               30.00
USA Jeweled Pin               15.00
Logo Necklace             5.00
 Logo Earrings (pierced or clip)                                 5.00
2” Medallion (for plaque)                                          5.00
Vest Chainguard w/eagles      8.00
3” Blazer Patch      4.00
4” Blazer Patch      4.00
8” Blazer Patch    10.00
CLOTH STRIPES (specify which  title)      3.00
Life Member · Chapter Commander
Past Chapter Commander · Chapter Adj/Treas Chapter
Adjutant · Chapter Treasurer
State Department Commander
Past State Dept.  Commander · Department Adjutant
Department Treasurer · Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander · Chaplain · Historian
Service  Officer · Legislative Officer
Past Chapter Officer · Past Department Officer

 QUANTITY ITEM   SIZE / COLOR PRICE

For  orders up to 4.00, add $3.00; For  orders 4.01 to 7.99,  add $4.00; For orders 8.00 to 25.00,
add $8.00, For  orders 25.01 to 49.99, add $13.00; For orders 50.00 to 99.99, add $15.00
For  orders over 100.00, add $20.00        Checks/Money Order/Credit Card Accepted.

For credit card orders: Card # _________________________________   Expiration: _________

 (Check one) Master Card ___________Visa____________

Name _______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________
Phone _____________________________

   Shipping/Handling/Insurance:

    Total:     $

MAIL TO:
AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR

3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, Texas  76010-5396

817-649-2979
axpowqm@aol.com

We accept Master Card/Visa

Name Badge Order Form
(for members only)
Actual size of badge is
size of a credit card

PLEASE PRINT:
Name      __________________________________________
Line 1     __________________________________________
Line 2     __________________________________________

Name Badge with name & chapter and city: $6.00
(includes shipping and handling)
Ship to:
Street  ____________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________

Mail orders to:
AXPOW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396

12x18 AXPOW Graveside Flag                        10.00
3x5 ft. AXPOW Flag w/3-color logo
   with fringe,  indoor use                                  60.00
   with grommets, outdoor  use                         60.00
3x5ft. blackPOW/MIA flag, outdoor use          25.00
AXPOW Metal License Plate Frame                  7.00
Aluminum License Plate                                    5.00
3” Vinyl Decal      1.00
3” Inside Decal      1.00
8” Vinyl Decal                                                    6.00
12” Vinyl Decal                                                10.00
Bumper Sticker  “Freedom – Ask us”                2.00
AXPOW Wall Clock (includes battery)            20.00
AXPOW Notecards (pkg of 25)                          6.00
Special Prayer Cards (pkg of 25)                        6.00
AXPOW Prayer Book                                         2.00
Ladies Prayer Book                                             1.00
AXPOW By-Laws                                               5.00
POW Videotape – ETO or Pacific                     11.00
“Speak Out” Education Packet                           6.00
Canvas Totebag w/4” logo                                15.00
AXPOW Flashlight                                          12.00





Please print:

Name_____________________________________

Address___________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________

Phone (   )_________________________________
Please allow 4 weeks to make address corrections.

Mail to: National Headquarters, AXPOW, 3201 E. Pioneer Parkway,
Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396
Or fax: (817) 649-0109
e-mail: Marsha.coke@axpow.org

All orders for products sold by
AXPOW National Organization,

including dues/subscriptions
should be mailed to:

American Ex-Prisoners of  War
National Headquarters

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

(817) 649-2979/ (817) 649-0109 fax
e-mail: HQ@axpow.org
No collect calls, please

Subscription Rates -- non members
$40.00 per year

Foreign subscriptions
$50.00 per year

Now accepting MasterCard/Visa

Thank you for supporting the American Ex-POWS with your purchases of  National Merchandise.

change of  address form
Include your mailing label for address change or inquiry.  If  you are receiving duplicate copies,

please send both labels. If  moving, please give us your new address in the space provided.

AXPOW Pocket Knife

11 function pocket knife includes a

stainless steel knife, screwdrivers

and much more!

AXPOW imprint is protected by an

epoxy dome, lasting a lifetime

Rubber grip ensures easy handling

individually gift boxed

folded knife measures 3 3/4”x1”

$13.00 plus s/h


