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USS Pueblo (AGER-2) is an American ELINT and SIGINT Ban-
ner-class technical research ship which was boarded and cap-
tured by North Korean forces on 23 January 1968, in what is
known as the Pueblo affair.  The capture, less than a week after
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s State of the Union address be-
gan an 11-month prisoner drama for her crew. North Korea
stated that Pueblo strayed into their territorial waters, but
the United States maintains that the vessel was in interna-
tional waters at the time of the incident. Pueblo, still held by
North Korea today, officially remains a commissioned vessel
of the US  Navy.

Philippine Typhoon ~ How You Can Help
You should know by now that the Republic of the Philippines was
hit by a devastating typhoon. At press time, we still do not have final
figures on how many people have been killed, injured, or left home-
less. The estimates are astounding.   The circumstances in the vast
affected areas are extreme and lethal. The survivors are in need of
immediate relief from starvation, dehydration and exposure. If these
conditions are not properly cared for, diseases will soon take their
tragic toll. Officials and the media have not been able to visit the
outlying areas.

The Aboitiz Foundation, the social development arm of the Aboitiz
Group has set up a command center in Cebu to help in the assess-
ment of damage in the Visayas and extend assistance to victims of
super typhoon Yolanda.

The Aboitiz Foundation has a long history of philanthropic work
and of providing assistance to victims of nature’s calamities in the
Philippines. They have sent their own teams to the affected areas to
determine how to best assist the victims. You will be able to follow
their progress in the link to their website and through their Facebook
page.

If you wish to help the victims of this tragedy, you can make a
donation at http://ushare.unionbankph.com/aboitiz . Although the
denominations are Pesos, it will be converted into dollars when your
credit card is charge. The current exchange rate is, approximately,
P43.35 per $1.00. It goes up and down a few centavos everyday.

The money you spend for dinner in a restaurant can save many lives.

Visit www.aboitizfoundation.org and click the “Donate”Visit www.aboitizfoundation.org and click the “Donate”Visit www.aboitizfoundation.org and click the “Donate”Visit www.aboitizfoundation.org and click the “Donate”Visit www.aboitizfoundation.org and click the “Donate”
button.button.button.button.button.
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First of all, I’d like to wish all of
you a belated Happy Thanksgiv-
ing, Merry Christmas, and Happy
New Year.  I certainly hope you
had a great and safe Holiday Sea-
son.

Let’s all welcome Col. David W.
Eberly (USAF-ret.) as the newest
member to the National Board of
Directors.  David was nominated
and unanimously elected during
the recent National Mid-Year
Meeting.  He was a POW during
the First Gulf War and will be an
excellent addition to the Board to
serve as National Director for the
East Central Region.

On 17 January 2014 I will be at-
tending the formal dedication/
ribbon cutting ceremony for the
Andersonville National Historic
Site’s Travelling POW Legacy Ex-
hibit.  The ceremony will be held
at the Carter Library on the cam-
pus of Georgia South Western
University located in Americus,
Georgia.  This location will also
be the first public viewing/show-
ing for the exhibit now that all
fabrication and production is
completely finalized.  The exhibit
will be moving to various loca-
tions around the U. S. beginning
in 2014, and hopefully it’ll be
coming to a library or museum
close to where you live for your
viewing and enjoyment.  The cer-
emony is open to all POW’s and

their families, so plan to attend
if at all possible.

I recently wrote a letter inviting
the Korean War POW’s and Viet-
nam War POW’s to once again
consider joining and becoming
active members of AXPOW.  De-
clining membership is effecting
most all service organizations,
especially the Korean War EX-
POW Association since they will
be dis-banding in 2015.  To en-
hance this request to the Korean
& Vietnam era POW’s, please talk
to those members you personally
know, and ask them to come on-
board with us…a little friendly
arm-twisting and persuasion is
appropriate in this situation.

To increase our legacy and vis-
ibility, I ask each of you to post
your biographies to our
organization’s web-site, which is
located at:   http://
www.axpow.org    The site con-
tains valuable information to all
members and historical research-
ers.  I especially ask that each
member of the Board of Direc-
tors to post your biography to
allow our membership an oppor-
tunity to better know who you
are, where you’re from, and what
you’re currently doing.  Many
thanks to those of you who have
already posted your biographies,
but many, many more of you
should take the time to do so.
The minimal cost of $65.00 for
the posting will not only help to
increase our organization’s finan-
cial position, it will ensure our
legacies are preserved for future
generations.

To close my comments for this
edition, please support your lo-
cal festivities on POW Recogni-
tion Day, 9 April 2014.  Also, don’t
forget to plan on attending our
National Convention at the Hil-
ton Hotel in Arlington, TX on 25-
28 June 2014.

Happy Holidays from everyone at
National Headquarters. Hope the
New Year is one that is healthy and
prosperous.
We just a another successful board
meeting here in Arlington. There was
a lot of discussion and work was
accomplished.
It’s not too early to plan on attend-
ing the 2014 National Convention,
June 25 - 28, at the Hilton
Arlington. The hotel is being com-
pletely renovated. They will be fin-
ished in February 2014 and will be
all ready and shiny-new when you
arrive.
We have a trip to the President
George W. Bush Library and Museum
planned on Thursday, June 26. A bus
has been ordered to carry you to
Dallas and bring you home. Tickets
have been procured. The cost is $30
per person and is limited to the first
50 who sign up.  Please check the
convention registration page for more
information. The library is brand new
and is located on the SMU campus.
Also, there will be a joint session of
NSO and MedSearch on Friday, June
27. This seminar will cover PTSD and
the effects on former POWs and vet-
erans in general. It should be an in-
formative and helpful seminar.
Starting this year, voting will be by
ballot printed in the EX-POW BULLE-
TIN. It will be in the May/June issue
and all members are eligible to vote.
We will have more information next
issue. Please note that once the
deadline for nominations for office
has passed there will be no more
nominations taken by mail or from
the floor of the convention. If you
want to run for office, please con-
tact David Claypool or Ben Garrido
of the Nominations committee.

Clydie, Marsha, Sally and Donna
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Ruth Powell, Director
191 Florence Road
Waltham,  MA  02453
781-899-0726

nso

From Hanscom
Air Force Base
A former prisoner of war was the
scheduled guest speaker during
the Heritage of Freedom event at
the Hanscom Conference Center
Oct. 24, 2013.

Air Force retired Lt. Col. Barry B.
Bridger is a highly decorated vet-
eran and survivor of six years in
Vietnam’s infamous “Hanoi Hil-
ton” prison camp.

Bridger was flying a mission over
North Vietnam when his F-4 Phan-
tom jet was hit by a surface-to-

air missile in January 1967. The
plane burst into flames and fell
beneath the cloud layers. No para-
chutes were seen or any beeper
signals heard, so he was consid-
ered missing in action.

In early 1970, the North Vietnam-
ese acknowledged his presence
and his family received their first
letter from him in May 1970.
Bridger was imprisoned until his
release in March 1973.

Following his repatriation,
Bridger requalified in jet aircraft
and was assigned to Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, N.C. He
served as an instructor pilot in
air-to-ground combat and held
positions as flight commander
and assistant operations officer.
Bridger spoke about his experi-
ence in prison camp and about
his career in the Air Force.

His personal awards include the
Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, Bronze
Star with a Valor device, Purple
Heart with oak leaf cluster, Meri-
torious Service Medal with oak
leaf cluster, Air Medal with four
oak leaf clusters and Prisoner of
War Medal.

The Heritage of Freedom speaker
series is a free event that features
speakers who discuss their expe-
riences serving in combat or
while deployed. Their presenta-
tions are followed by short ques-
tion and answer periods.

From Ruth:From Ruth:From Ruth:From Ruth:From Ruth: I attended this guest
speaker’s presentation at
Hanscom AFB on Oct. 24th. I must
admit it was the most informa-
tive, detailed account of life and
death in the prison camp (Hanoi
Hilton) given by the man who
lived it – Lt. Col. Barry Bridger. He
was a dynamic speaker, he shared
graphic accounts of everyday life,
torture, diet and even threw in a
little humor along the way. The
film he showed was exceptional.
I introduced myself to him after-

ward and mentioned Paul Galanti
and he said “Oh, Paul and I were
in the same room together”. It was
a pleasure and honor to meet
such a wonderful individual; we
can be proud of him and Paul, and
all our ex-POWs.

COLA for 2014
Every year, most people receiv-
ing federal payments receive an
increase called a Cost of Living
Adjustment (COLA).  This amount
is calculated based upon statis-
tics called the Consumer Price
Index (CPI).  These statistics are
compiled by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and include the costs of
various goods and services. For
the month, the CPI increased to
230.537. The COLA baseline for
next year is 230.327. The 1.5%
2014 COLA will be the fourth-low-
est COLA since the turn of the
century – trailing only the zero-
COLA years of 2009-10 and the
1.4% of 2002.

The 2014 COLA for military re-
tired pay, Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP) annuities, Social Security
benefits, and Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) disability and
survivor benefits will be 1.5%.
This change will be effective 1
December 2013 and it will first
appear in the January checks,
which will be paid on 31 Decem-
ber 2013.

But there are two categories of
military retirees who won’t
receive a 1.5% COLA.
Some servicemembers who
retired during calendar year 2013
will receive a somewhat smaller,
partial COLA for this year only,
because they weren’t in retired
status for the full year.
REDUX Retirees: Servicemembers
who entered service on or after
Aug. 1, 1986 and who elected to
accept a $30,000 career retention
bonus at the 15-years-of-service
point agreed to accept reduced
retired pay and COLAs as a trade-
off for the bonus.

USAF  photo by Walter Santos
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Low Vision

Rehabilitation
The Veterans Health Administration
(VHA) recognizes the importance of
providing blind and low vision reha-
bilitation care to Veterans. VHA esti-
mates that there are almost one mil-
lion severely visually impaired Vet-
erans.

VHA Optometry Service  offers a
wide variety of services along the
continuum of visual impairment rang-
ing from primary eye and low vision
care to Visual Impairment Center to
Optimize Remaining Sight (VICTORS)
programs and Blind Rehabilitation
Centers (BRCs).  Optometrists strive
to help visually impaired Veterans
maintain functionality and indepen-
dence by addressing visual prob-
lems, determining goals, and evalu-
ating specialized devices to aid Vet-
erans in achieving those goals.
Vision loss can have a great impact
on a person’s ability to perform rou-
tine activities of daily living.  Func-
tional losses may include decreased
ability to read or recognize faces,
problems with paying bills, writing
checks and taking care of personal
finances, difficulty with watching
television, cooking, and participating
in hobbies or avocational activities.
Vision loss can have a profound ef-
fect on mobility, with the loss of abil-
ity to drive, or worse, the loss of safe
ambulation.  A significant problem
for elderly Veterans may be the in-
ability to self-medicate because of
the inability to read the labels on
medicine bottles.

Optometrists evaluate decreased
distance vision, decreased near vi-
sion, central vision loss, peripheral
vision loss, reduced contrast sensi-
tivity, and problems with photopho-
bia, glare, and lighting.  A variety of
low vision devices may be prescribed
for the visually impaired Veteran, in-
cluding specialized lens designs and

prescriptions, illuminated and non-
illuminated stand, pocket and hand
held magnifiers, prismatic eyeglasses,
telescopes, special lighting, tints and
filters, non-optical devices, and elec-
tronic devices such as Closed Cir-
cuit Televisions (CCTVs) and head-
mounted displays.

VHA Optometry Service strives to
contribute to the care of visually im-
paired Veterans through advanced
training of clinicians in low vision
rehabilitation in established Optom-
etry Residency Programs.  Many VA
optometrists are actively involved in
research pertaining to vision loss and
vision rehabilitation, and some are re-
nowned national leaders and edu-
cators in the field of low vision re-
habilitation.

History of BlindHistory of BlindHistory of BlindHistory of BlindHistory of Blind
Rehabilitation ServiceRehabilitation ServiceRehabilitation ServiceRehabilitation ServiceRehabilitation Service
For more than five decades, the lead-
ership, programs, and principles es-
tablished within VA Blind Rehabili-
tation have contributed significantly
to raising the level of quality services
for the blind in the United States and
abroad. It has been through the VA’s
pioneering and sustained efforts in
research, education, and training that
many innovative advances have been
realized.

Much of the methodology currently
being utilized in the field of blind
rehabilitation can be directly traced
to the experiences of Russ Williams
as he learned to cope with his own
traumatic loss of sight and as he at-
tempted to utilize the assistive tech-
niques being taught to him by other
individuals. An immense amount
credit should also be given to the
early pioneers at Hines, who further
refined the techniques taught to
them by Williams, and who devel-
oped a sequential learning experi-
ence built on little blocks of suc-
cess until the patient ultimately
achieved his established goals.

The Hines experience created an at-
mosphere of respect for what blind
people could do. It respect earned
from outside observers watching the
blinded Veterans perform newly
learned skills. It was a respect from
new patients beginning their BRC
training program toward the sea-
soned patients demonstrating their
newly learned skills. Finally, it was
an internal respect acquired by the
individual patient, himself, as he be-
gan to accomplish tasks that he never
dreamed were attainable.

To their credit, the Hines Blind Re-
habilitation staff was largely respon-
sible for instilling this respect as
they, themselves, were the true be-
lievers. They believed in their tech-
niques and teaching methods. They
maintained high expectations for
those who participated in the reha-
bilitation program. They firmly be-
lieved that the blinded veteran could
successfully be reintegrated into the
family unit and the community at
large. Not only did the Hines staff
convey this belief to their patients
but, ultimately, they would pass this
conviction on to the graduate school
programs and the future generation
of blind rehabilitation specialists.

Blind Rehabilitation Ser-Blind Rehabilitation Ser-Blind Rehabilitation Ser-Blind Rehabilitation Ser-Blind Rehabilitation Ser-
vices (BRS)vices (BRS)vices (BRS)vices (BRS)vices (BRS)

The Blind RehabilitationThe Blind RehabilitationThe Blind RehabilitationThe Blind RehabilitationThe Blind Rehabilitation
Programs:Programs:Programs:Programs:Programs:
Support blind and low vision Veter-
ans and active duty Servicemembers
in regaining their independence and
quality of life to enable their suc-
cessful integration into family and
community life.

Support family and significant oth-
ers to better understand visual im-
pairment and foster the provision of
appropriate support, to assist in en-
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hancing home environments and to
reduce caregiver burden.

VisionVisionVisionVisionVision
Blind Rehabilitation Service will pro-
vide high quality care in a timely and
appropriate manner enabling
blinded Veterans to acquire the
skills and capabilities necessary for
the development of personal inde-
pendence and emotional stability.
“A Blind Center is where faith is
strongest that blind people deserve
hope, respect and freedom. These
are accorded first, followed by the
means of achieving them. Our civili-
zation permits wholesome living
when blind and here one learns how.”
Russell C. Williams
First Chief, VA Hines Blind Rehabili-
tation Center

Rebuilding LivesRebuilding LivesRebuilding LivesRebuilding LivesRebuilding Lives
Through Excellence inThrough Excellence inThrough Excellence inThrough Excellence inThrough Excellence in
RehabilitationRehabilitationRehabilitationRehabilitationRehabilitation
The Department of Veterans Affairs
provides blind and vision rehabili-
tation programs to eligible Veterans
and active duty Servicemembers who
are visually impaired. Veterans
Health Administration is the first
national healthcare system to com-
pletely and seamlessly integrate re-
habilitation services for patients
with visual impairments into its
health benefits. This ensures that
patients receive the finest medical
and rehabilitation care, as well as
cutting-edge assistive technology.

There are approximately 157,000
Veterans in the United States who
are legally blind, and more than one
million Veterans who have low vision
that causes a loss of ability to per-
form necessary daily activities.
Those figures are expected to in-
crease in the years ahead as more
Veterans from the Korean and Viet-
nam conflict eras develop vision
loss from age-related diseases such
as macular degeneration, diabetic
retinopathy and glaucoma.

Beginning in 2008, the VA imple-
mented a progressive plan to expand
vision and blind rehabilitation to Vet-
erans and eligible active duty
Servicemembers with visual impair-
ments, ranging from earliest vision
loss to total blindness. New programs
in BRS provide opportunities to keep
those with early vision loss active and
integrated in their families and com-
munities.

Blind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind Rehabilitation
Outpatient SpecialistOutpatient SpecialistOutpatient SpecialistOutpatient SpecialistOutpatient Specialist
(BROS)(BROS)(BROS)(BROS)(BROS)
An outpatient training program that
employs a multi-skilled and experi-
enced blind rehabilitation instructor
who teaches skills in the Veterans
home environment and/or local Vet-
erans Affairs medical center.  The
BROS instructor has advanced tech-
nical knowledge and competencies
in least two of the following disci-
plines at the journeyman level: orien-
tation and mobility; living skills;
manual skills and visual skills.  The
BROS has been cross-trained to ac-
quire broadly based knowledge in
each of the BRC disciplines includ-
ing computer access training.

Visual ImpairmentVisual ImpairmentVisual ImpairmentVisual ImpairmentVisual Impairment
Services Team (VIST)Services Team (VIST)Services Team (VIST)Services Team (VIST)Services Team (VIST)
CoordinatorsCoordinatorsCoordinatorsCoordinatorsCoordinators
The Visual Impairment Services Team
(VIST) Coordinators are case manag-
ers who have responsibility for the
coordination of services for severely
disabled visually impaired Veterans
and active duty Servicemembers.  VIST
coordinator duties include providing
and/or arranging the provision of ap-
propriate treatment in order to en-
hance functioning such as making re-
ferrals to Blind Rehabilitation Cen-
ters, Blind Rehabilitation Outpatient
Services, VICTORS, VISOR, and low
vision clinics.  Other VIST coordina-
tor duties include identifying newly
identified individuals who have se-
verely disabling visual impairment,
providing counseling, problem reso-
lution, arranging a review of benefits
and needed services, and conduct-
ing educational and outreach pro-
grams relating to VIST and blindness.

Veterans and eligible active duty
Servicemembers should contact the

VIST Coordinator  in the VA facility
nearest their home or by contacting
the Blind Rehabilitation Service Pro-
gram office at 202-461-7317.

Visual Impairment Cen-Visual Impairment Cen-Visual Impairment Cen-Visual Impairment Cen-Visual Impairment Cen-
ters to Optimize Remain-ters to Optimize Remain-ters to Optimize Remain-ters to Optimize Remain-ters to Optimize Remain-
ing Sight (VICTORS) Pro-ing Sight (VICTORS) Pro-ing Sight (VICTORS) Pro-ing Sight (VICTORS) Pro-ing Sight (VICTORS) Pro-
gramgramgramgramgram
The Visual Impairment Center to Op-
timize Remaining Sight (VICTORS)
concept was developed to comple-
ment existing inpatient Blind Reha-
bilitation Centers (BRCs) to care for
Veterans with significant visual im-
pairment (20/70 to 20/200 or worse
visual acuity and/or significant visual
field loss).  The interdisciplinary VIC-
TORS outpatient program represents
a unique team approach to vision re-
habilitation using the disciplines of
optometry, ophthalmology, social
work, psychology and low vision
therapists. VICTORS provides reha-
bilitation through definitive medical
diagnosis, functional vision evalua-
tion, prescribing and training in use
of low vision aids, counseling and
follow-up.

There are currently 3 VICTORS pro-
grams:
Palo Alto, CA
Northport, New York
Lake City, Florida

Blind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind Rehabilitation
Services Outpatient ClinicsServices Outpatient ClinicsServices Outpatient ClinicsServices Outpatient ClinicsServices Outpatient Clinics
The VA Blind Rehabilitation Service
model of care encompasses an ar-
ray of rehabilitative services, extend-
ing from the patient’s home to the
local VA care facility, and to regional
low vision clinics and lodger and in-
patient training programs. Blind re-
habilitation services may be pro-
vided through a variety of programs:

Intermediate andIntermediate andIntermediate andIntermediate andIntermediate and
Advanced Low VisionAdvanced Low VisionAdvanced Low VisionAdvanced Low VisionAdvanced Low Vision
ClinicsClinicsClinicsClinicsClinics
When basic low-vision services avail-
able at VA eye clinics are no longer
sufficient for veterans with low vi-
sion, intermediate and advanced low
vision clinics provide clinical exami-
nations, a full spectrum of vision-en-
hancing devices, and specialized
training in visual perceptual and vi-
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medsearch cont’d...

sual motor skills. Eye care special-
ists and Blind Rehabilitation Special-
ists work together in interdiscipli-
nary teams to assure that Veterans
and active duty Service Members with
low vision are provided with tech-
nology and techniques to enhance
their remaining sight and facilitate
their independence.

Each patient attending the program
receives a comprehensive eye exami-
nation by a low vision eye care spe-
cialist, and a thorough visual skills
assessment.

The Intermediate Low Vision Clinics
focus on effective use of remaining
vision through the development and
use of visual motor and visual per-
ceptual skills. Assessment and in-
struction with special optical and
electronic devices is provided. Ergo-
nomic equipment such as special
lighting and positioning devices are
provided to assist Veterans in using
vision effectively. Therapy may em-
ploy the use of visual and ergonomic
equipment and new visual skills to
address routine daily tasks such as
reading, writing, managing medica-
tions, cooking, locating and reading
signs.

In the Advanced Low Vision Clinics,
patients are also provided with ori-
entation and mobility training. Prin-
ciples of independent travel are
taught using the long white cane,
when appropriate, to enhance the
user’s safety and independence.
Maximum use of any remaining vision
to assist travel is evaluated, and in
many cases low vision devices are
provided and made an integral part
of mobility training. Sensory training
classes teach the Veteran how to
more effectively use remaining
senses, particularly hearing, as an aid
in travel. In addition, exercises in
mental mapping serve to enhance the
Veteran’s orientation while traveling
through different kinds of environ-
ments. Orientation and mobility in-
struction in relatively simple routes
to increasingly complex routes builds
confidence in the ability to travel in-
dependently.

Vision Impairment Services in Outpa-
tient Rehabilitation (VISOR) Programs
These programs provide short-term
(about 2 weeks) blind and vision re-
habilitation. They provide comfort-
able overnight accommodations for
Veterans and active duty Service
Members who are visually impaired
and require lodging. Those who at-
tend VISOR must be able to perform
basic activities of daily living inde-
pendently, including the ability to
self-medicate.

In addition to the low vision and ori-
entation and mobility services al-
ready described, VISOR also pro-
vides training in communication, ac-
tivities of daily living and computer
use.

Communication instruction is de-
signed to enhance and restore abili-
ties in written and spoken commu-
nication. Strategies and tools for
communication are offered, such as
typing, handwriting, telling time, man-
agement of financial records, Braille,
recording devices and other elec-
tronic equipment.  These skills help
the Veteran to maintain effective
communication with others, and keep
up with current events, correspon-
dence and personal files.

Patients learn strategies to accom-
plish tasks ranging from routine (e.g.,
telling time, making a cup of coffee)
to complex activities (e.g., arranging
an entire wardrobe, shopping,
kitchen organization, preparing com-
plete meals). The emphasis is on
learning by doing; techniques and
methods are taught and then inte-
grated into the individual’s daily rou-
tine. By the completion of the pro-
gram the Veterans should be capable
of handling daily living tasks with
complete or greatly enhanced inde-
pendence.

The computer equipment issued by
VA is state-of-the-art technology with
all necessary peripherals and acces-
sible hardware/software to meet the
patient’s identified needs. Computer
training may include an adaptive
needs assessment, recommendation
of appropriate computer equipment,
training on recommended equipment,
issuance of equipment upon suc-

cessful completion of training, and
follow-up technical support as re-
quired. Individualized training may
further include instruction on acces-
sible hardware/software, computer
literacy, familiarization to computer
keyboard, fundamentals of disk op-
erating systems and fundamentals of
word processing, internet access and
email.

Blind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind RehabilitationBlind Rehabilitation
CentersCentersCentersCentersCenters
The Blind Rehabilitation Centers
(BRC) are residential inpatient pro-
grams that provide comprehensive
adjustment to blindness training and
serve as a resource to a geographic
area usually comprised of several
states. BRCs offer a variety of skill
courses designed to help blinded
Veterans achieve a realistic level of
independence. These skill areas in-
clude:
§ Orientation and mobility
§ Communication skills
§ Activities of daily living
§ Manual skills
§ Visual skills
§ Computer access training
§ Social/recreational activities

The Veteran is also assisted in mak-
ing emotional and behavioral adjust-
ments to blindness through indi-
vidual counseling sessions and group
therapy meetings.

Centers:Centers:Centers:Centers:Centers:

Central Blind RehabilitationCentral Blind RehabilitationCentral Blind RehabilitationCentral Blind RehabilitationCentral Blind Rehabilitation
CenterCenterCenterCenterCenter
Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital
Hines, IL
Western Blind RehabilitationWestern Blind RehabilitationWestern Blind RehabilitationWestern Blind RehabilitationWestern Blind Rehabilitation
CenterCenterCenterCenterCenter
3801 Miranda Ave.
Palo Alto, CA
Eastern Blind RehabilitationEastern Blind RehabilitationEastern Blind RehabilitationEastern Blind RehabilitationEastern Blind Rehabilitation
CenterCenterCenterCenterCenter
VA Connecticut Healthcare System
West Haven, CT
American Lake Blind Rehabili-American Lake Blind Rehabili-American Lake Blind Rehabili-American Lake Blind Rehabili-American Lake Blind Rehabili-
tation Centertation Centertation Centertation Centertation Center
VA Puget Sound Healthcare System
Tacoma, WA 98493
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Waco Blind RehabilitationWaco Blind RehabilitationWaco Blind RehabilitationWaco Blind RehabilitationWaco Blind Rehabilitation
CenterCenterCenterCenterCenter
Central Texas Veterans Healthcare
System
4800 Memorial Drive
Waco, TX 76711
Southeastern Blind Rehabilita-Southeastern Blind Rehabilita-Southeastern Blind Rehabilita-Southeastern Blind Rehabilita-Southeastern Blind Rehabilita-
tion Centertion Centertion Centertion Centertion Center
Birmingham VA Medical Center
Birmingham, AL 35233
Puerto Rico Blind Rehabilita-Puerto Rico Blind Rehabilita-Puerto Rico Blind Rehabilita-Puerto Rico Blind Rehabilita-Puerto Rico Blind Rehabilita-
tion Centertion Centertion Centertion Centertion Center
VA Caribbean Healthcare System
San Juan VA Medical Center
San Juan, PR 00921-3201
Southwestern Blind Rehabilita-Southwestern Blind Rehabilita-Southwestern Blind Rehabilita-Southwestern Blind Rehabilita-Southwestern Blind Rehabilita-
tion Centertion Centertion Centertion Centertion Center
3601 S. 6th Ave
Tucson, AZ 85723
Augusta Blind RehabilitationAugusta Blind RehabilitationAugusta Blind RehabilitationAugusta Blind RehabilitationAugusta Blind Rehabilitation
CenterCenterCenterCenterCenter
Charlie Norwood VA Medical
Center
Augusta, GA 30904
West Palm Beach Blind Reha-West Palm Beach Blind Reha-West Palm Beach Blind Reha-West Palm Beach Blind Reha-West Palm Beach Blind Reha-
bilitation Centerbilitation Centerbilitation Centerbilitation Centerbilitation Center
West Palm Beach VA Medical
Center
West Palm Beach, FL 33410
Long Beach Blind Rehabilita-Long Beach Blind Rehabilita-Long Beach Blind Rehabilita-Long Beach Blind Rehabilita-Long Beach Blind Rehabilita-
tion Centertion Centertion Centertion Centertion Center
Long Beach Healthcare System
5901 E. 7th Street
Long Beach, CA
Biloxi Blind RehabilitationBiloxi Blind RehabilitationBiloxi Blind RehabilitationBiloxi Blind RehabilitationBiloxi Blind Rehabilitation
CenterCenterCenterCenterCenter
VA Gulf Coast Healthcare System
400 Veterans Ave
Biloxi, MS 39531
Louis Stokes Cleveland BlindLouis Stokes Cleveland BlindLouis Stokes Cleveland BlindLouis Stokes Cleveland BlindLouis Stokes Cleveland Blind
Rehabilitation CenterRehabilitation CenterRehabilitation CenterRehabilitation CenterRehabilitation Center
16701 East Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44106

medsearch cont’d... POW MEDSEARCH PACKETSPOW MEDSEARCH PACKETSPOW MEDSEARCH PACKETSPOW MEDSEARCH PACKETSPOW MEDSEARCH PACKETS
Packet 1Packet 1Packet 1Packet 1Packet 1
VA Claim InformationVA Claim InformationVA Claim InformationVA Claim InformationVA Claim Information        $8.00       $8.00       $8.00       $8.00       $8.00
Packet 2Packet 2Packet 2Packet 2Packet 2
Stresses of Incarceration & After Effects Extreme StressStresses of Incarceration & After Effects Extreme StressStresses of Incarceration & After Effects Extreme StressStresses of Incarceration & After Effects Extreme StressStresses of Incarceration & After Effects Extreme Stress
Covers the after effects on the nerves and body organs         $8.00  $8.00  $8.00  $8.00  $8.00
Packet 3Packet 3Packet 3Packet 3Packet 3
After Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of Imprisonment
Covers arthritis, alcoholism, visual, ulcers, varicose veins, impo-
tency, brain damage, etc         $8.00$8.00$8.00$8.00$8.00
Packet 4Packet 4Packet 4Packet 4Packet 4
After Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of ImprisonmentAfter Effects of Imprisonment
Part 1 - covers the heart, arteries and veins;  Part 2 covers cancer
                                                                                      $8.00                                                                                      $8.00                                                                                      $8.00                                                                                      $8.00                                                                                      $8.00
Packet 5Packet 5Packet 5Packet 5Packet 5
What Every Wife Should Know Before She Is Your WidowWhat Every Wife Should Know Before She Is Your WidowWhat Every Wife Should Know Before She Is Your WidowWhat Every Wife Should Know Before She Is Your WidowWhat Every Wife Should Know Before She Is Your Widow
Social Security, insurance, burial procedures, allowances, etc.
including what pathologist should look for in an autopsy    $15.00$15.00$15.00$15.00$15.00
Packet 6Packet 6Packet 6Packet 6Packet 6
Micro-Film Index: Asiatic Theater - JapaneseMicro-Film Index: Asiatic Theater - JapaneseMicro-Film Index: Asiatic Theater - JapaneseMicro-Film Index: Asiatic Theater - JapaneseMicro-Film Index: Asiatic Theater - Japanese
Possible help in locating POW records         $3.00  $3.00  $3.00  $3.00  $3.00
Packet 7Packet 7Packet 7Packet 7Packet 7
Micro-Film Index: European Theater -  GermanyMicro-Film Index: European Theater -  GermanyMicro-Film Index: European Theater -  GermanyMicro-Film Index: European Theater -  GermanyMicro-Film Index: European Theater -  Germany
Possible help in locating POW records         $3.00  $3.00  $3.00  $3.00  $3.00
Packet 8Packet 8Packet 8Packet 8Packet 8
The European StoryThe European StoryThe European StoryThe European StoryThe European Story, History of POWs in Germany, and after-
effects        $8.00       $8.00       $8.00       $8.00       $8.00
Packet 9Packet 9Packet 9Packet 9Packet 9
The Korea StoryThe Korea StoryThe Korea StoryThe Korea StoryThe Korea Story, History of POWs in Korea, and after-effects
                                                                                                       $8.00$8.00$8.00$8.00$8.00
Packet 10Packet 10Packet 10Packet 10Packet 10
The Japanese StoryThe Japanese StoryThe Japanese StoryThe Japanese StoryThe Japanese Story History of POWs in Japan, and after-effects
                                                                                    $10.00                                                                                    $10.00                                                                                    $10.00                                                                                    $10.00                                                                                    $10.00
Packet 11Packet 11Packet 11Packet 11Packet 11
NSO Director Answers Your QuestionsNSO Director Answers Your QuestionsNSO Director Answers Your QuestionsNSO Director Answers Your QuestionsNSO Director Answers Your Questions      $11.00     $11.00     $11.00     $11.00     $11.00
Presentation SetPresentation SetPresentation SetPresentation SetPresentation Set (consists of Packets 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10)    $60.00$60.00$60.00$60.00$60.00
The Modern Day TragedyThe Modern Day TragedyThe Modern Day TragedyThe Modern Day TragedyThe Modern Day Tragedy
medical & claims evidence in support of PL 97-37         $4.00$4.00$4.00$4.00$4.00
POW: The American ExperiencePOW: The American ExperiencePOW: The American ExperiencePOW: The American ExperiencePOW: The American Experience
overview on POW experience; reviews vitamin deficiencies, infec-
tious diseases and service-connected statistics         $6.00$6.00$6.00$6.00$6.00
Map of Location of German POW CampsMap of Location of German POW CampsMap of Location of German POW CampsMap of Location of German POW CampsMap of Location of German POW Camps
shows location of 76 camps         $3.00  $3.00  $3.00  $3.00  $3.00
Map of Location of Japanese POW CampsMap of Location of Japanese POW CampsMap of Location of Japanese POW CampsMap of Location of Japanese POW CampsMap of Location of Japanese POW Camps
21" x 32" with camps featured in red         $4.00$4.00$4.00$4.00$4.00

Check packets you wish to order and send, with payment, to:
 AXPOW, 3201 East Pioneer Pkwy., #40, Arlington, TX 76010 AXPOW, 3201 East Pioneer Pkwy., #40, Arlington, TX 76010 AXPOW, 3201 East Pioneer Pkwy., #40, Arlington, TX 76010 AXPOW, 3201 East Pioneer Pkwy., #40, Arlington, TX 76010 AXPOW, 3201 East Pioneer Pkwy., #40, Arlington, TX 76010

Name Phone (          )
Address
City, State, Zip
Amount enclosed $ ______________ (includes shipping/handling*)
MasterCard and Visa Accepted (circle one) $5.00 minimum chargeMasterCard and Visa Accepted (circle one) $5.00 minimum chargeMasterCard and Visa Accepted (circle one) $5.00 minimum chargeMasterCard and Visa Accepted (circle one) $5.00 minimum chargeMasterCard and Visa Accepted (circle one) $5.00 minimum charge
Card Number: Expiration Date:

*Shipping / Handling fees: *Shipping / Handling fees: *Shipping / Handling fees: *Shipping / Handling fees: *Shipping / Handling fees: In U.S.A.; 1-3 packets, add $6.00; 4 - 6 packets,
add $9.00; 7 or more packets, add $12.00. In Canada; 1-3 packets, add $9.00;
4 -6 packets, add $14.00, 7 or more packets, add $20.00. Overseas; 1-3
packets, add $16.00; 4 - 6 packets, add $22.00, 7 or more packets, add
$30.00
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POW Traveling
Exhibit Debuts!
by Alan Marsh, Chief of Resource
Management, Andersonville NHS

The long-anticipated traveling exhibit
Victory From Within: The Ameri-Victory From Within: The Ameri-Victory From Within: The Ameri-Victory From Within: The Ameri-Victory From Within: The Ameri-
can Prisoner of War Experiencecan Prisoner of War Experiencecan Prisoner of War Experiencecan Prisoner of War Experiencecan Prisoner of War Experience
opened November 9, 2013 at Geor-
gia Southwestern State University in
Americus, Georgia.  The exhibit de-
tails the prisoner of war experience
through the use of text, photographs,
oral history interviews and items
from the Andersonville museum col-
lection.  The exhibit will be housed
on campus at the James Earl Carter
Library through the end of January
2014.  Georgia Southern University
in Statesboro, Georgia will display
the exhibit from February to July of
2014.

The idea of a
prisoner of war
traveling exhibit
was first con-
ceived by Fred
Sanchez, former
Chief of Inter-
pretation and
Resource Man-
agement of
Andersonville
NHS and was
supported by
former Superin-
tendent Fred
Boyles.  Al-
though the two
agreed an ex-
hibit would be
useful, the idea gained momentum
when Vietnam War veteran Robert
Blackwell approached the two with
a similar idea.  In 2009 Brad Bennett
arrived at Andersonville as superin-
tendent and assured the POW com-
munity that the project would move
forward with continued support of
the National Park Service.

The American Ex-Prisoners of War
(AXPOW) organization and the
Friends of Andersonville embraced
the project and agreed to financially
support the effort.  Contributions by
the Military Ex-Prisoners of War
Foundation, the Korean War Ex-POW
Association, and many members of
the AXPOW – led by the tireless ef-
forts of former prisoner of war Ed
Dement – raised public awareness
and tens of thousands of dollars to
support exhibit production. Due to
these efforts, the National Park Ser-
vice was able to work through its
interpretive media center to have the
exhibit designed by Museum Design
Associates of Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.  After the design phase, work
to physically create the exhibit fell
to Exhibitology of Paterson, New Jer-
sey. Andersonville NHS Chief of In-
terpretation and Education Eric
Leonard oversaw the fabrication pro-
cess, including the final inspection
in September, 2013. Years of effort
culminated in the final exhibit open-
ing to the public in November 2013.
The 1,200 square foot exhibit is
based on the thematic organization
of the National Prisoner of War Mu-
seum and includes sections on Cap-

ture, Prison Life, Those Who Wait, and
Freedom.

The National Park Service also cre-
ated a companion middle school and
high school educational curriculum
in conjunction with the exhibit.  Edu-
cators can access, download, and
print the curriculum from the
Andersonville website: http://
www.nps.gov/ande/forteachers/
classrooms/curriculum-vfw.htm
Although Georgia is the first stop for
Victory From Within, Andersonville
plans for the exhibit to travel the na-
tion and reach people who would
otherwise be unable to visit the Na-
tional Prisoner of War Museum. AX-
POW members are encouraged to sug-
gest future venues to the park. For
display requirements, and further in-
formation, please contact Alan Marsh
via email at Michael_Marsh@nps.gov
or by phone at (229) 924-0343 x115.

“This traveling exhibit is really the
continuing legacy of prisoners of war
and is a testament to the belief that
these stories should never be forgot-
ten,” said Brad Bennett, Superinten-
dent of Andersonville National His-
toric Site.

Photos: Andersonville employees
James Taylor [L] and Julius Lumpkin
[R] work with Georgia Southwestern
staff to setup exhibit.
Visitors examine exhibit at James Earl
Carter Library.
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Operation Homecoming

Starting in February 12, 1973,Vietnam
POWs began to be released in large
quantities. After more than 10 years
of war fighting, the end was in sight.
The peace talks had been basically
a sham since they started in 1968.
The Vietnamese had no real desire
for peace. They were using the time
to rebuild their arms and raise
another generation of cannon fodder.
It wasn’t until President Nixon laid
the B-52s on North Vietnam that the
North Vietnamese begin to talk
turkey.

In October 1972 it seemed that the
peace talks might bear fruition
however the Vietnamese walked out.
All during 1972 bombing had
restarted in North Vietnam but it was
the same small tactical strikes seen
in Vietnam since 1965. The
Vietnamese had learned how to
survive under these small strikes. The
Christmas bombing lasted for 10
days over Christmas 1972 and had a
devastating effect on North Vietnam.
Many in the United States were afraid
of another 10 years of war but the
POWs in the North Vietnamese POW
prisons were cheering knowing (and
having known for many years) thqt
this is what it would take to get

North Vietnam to end the war.

We had known that the end to the
war was very close. The bombing was
quite heavy in 1972 - there was much
flak, much yelling and screaming
from the propaganda radio station
and yet our treatment got better.  we
knew that the Vietnamese were
hurting and that their own people
didn’t have much food and yet they
were giving us Chinese canned pork
and Russian sardines with the rice
supplement. This was the opposite
of what happened for the rest of the
war.

Several hundred of the POWs had
been moved to a camp near the
Chinese border early in 1972. All of
a sudden we were moved back to
Hanoi and broad daylight and no
blindfolds. We knew the something
big was up. When we arrived in Hanoi,
we were put into rooms based upon
shootdown date. We were also
allowed to mingle in the courtyard
which had never been done before
during our captivity for some of us
nearly 8 years. Some of the POWs saw
American C-130 Hercules aircraft
flying around the camp. This was
unheard off the North Vietnam were
such a large aircraft would’ve been
instantly shot down only a few
months before. It was obvious
something big was happening.

Then one night the Vietnamese
propaganda radio went crazy. It
sounds exactly like a propaganda
radio in January 1968 at the start of
the Tet Offensive. We watched with
some amusement as a Vietnamese
climbed a very tall radio tower next-
door and put a huge North
Vietnamese flag for all to see - upside
down. Since flying a national flag
upside down is an international sign
of distress we thought that was
pretty funny.

Col. John Flynn our senior officer for
all the camps put out the word that
we are not to show any emotion when
anything was happening because we
did not want the Vietnamese to use
it for propaganda. Sure enough,
within days the camp commander
called everyone out in the courtyard.
We assembled a military formation
stood at attention with perfectly

straight faces and no emotion while
the interpreter read the accords
signed in Paris on January 26, 1973.
The Paris Agreement said we were
to be released in three groups - first
would be the sick and wounded and
the rest in order of shoot down
starting in two weeks from the time
we heard the message.

And so it happened!

The night before release (February
11, 1973), each of the first group was
issued some Czechoslovakian shirts
trousers and a jacket and also a
small overnight bag. We also got
shoes for the first time for most of
us for many many years.

I guess it was true – at last we were
going home! The first group left
Hanoi on February 12, 1973. Many
of us saw this C-141 aircraft for the
first time. As much as we all liked
airplanes, the C-141 was developed,
became the workhorse of the war and
flew many missions without our
knowing what it even looked like!
The first C-141 that came to get us
became known as the Hanoi Taxi,
was kept in its 1973 paint style and
became a flying museum before
eventually being enshrined at the
USAF Museum at Wright-Patterson
AFB in Dayton. Vietnam POWs
attending our annual convention
there in 2007 were treated to the last
flight.

It was an unforgettable experience
and remains as clear in old memories
today as it was in 1973. CAPT
Jeremiah Denton, senior American off
the first airplane in the Philippines
spoke for all of us when he stepped
up to the microphone and said: “We
are honored to have had the
opportunity to serve our country
under difficult circumstances. We
are profoundly grateful to our
Commander-in-Chief and to our
nation for this day. God bless
America.”

Jerry Denton became an Admiral, a
U.S. Senator from Alabama and
accomplished much after having
incarcerated for such a long time. But
his simple remarks still sound great
to us after all the years. Indeed. God
Bless America 41 years later.



Ex-POW Bulletin
Jan/Feb 2014

1313131313

legislative
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2013-2014 Legislative
Committee

PNC Charles Susino, Jr.
ND Charles Anthony Susino
charles.susino@gmail.com

The political landscape in Washing-
ton continues to be ever changing
with proposed legislation that advo-
cates for the veteran as well as Bills
which threaten or erode the benefits
earned by our veterans.  We continue
to encourage our members to play
an active role by contacting your
Congressional member so your voice
is heard.  Our Bulletin will continue
to highlight some key proposed Bills.

Please refer to the last bulletin for
further details; however chained CPI

for cost of living adjustments is still
under consideration by the current
administration.  This promises not to
go away soon with Washington’s con-
tinued struggle to provide a respon-
sible budget in light of the ever in-
creasing deficit, we need to monitor
this situation and continue to let our
congressman know our position.
Politicians refer to these as “entitle-
ments” as opposed to what they re-
ally are, earned benefits.  Once some-
thing is earned it is unconscionable
to not be taken away.

Proposed Senate Bill 932 provides
for advance appropriations for cer-
tain discretionary accounts of the
Department of Veterans Affairs. On
November 19th, the committee has as-
signed it for introduction to the Sen-
ate and House floor for vote.  This
is a critical time for the Congress-
man to hear from us and imperative

The Congressional Gold Medal for the Doolittle Tokyo RaidersThe Congressional Gold Medal for the Doolittle Tokyo RaidersThe Congressional Gold Medal for the Doolittle Tokyo RaidersThe Congressional Gold Medal for the Doolittle Tokyo RaidersThe Congressional Gold Medal for the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders
The Doolittle Tokyo Raiders was a group eighty men from all walks of life who flew into history on April 18,
1942. They were all volunteers and this was a very dangerous mission. Sixteen B-25 bombers took off from the
deck of the USS Hornet, led by (then Col.) Jimmy Doolittle. They were to fly over Japan, drop their bombs and
fly on to land in a part of China that was still free. Of course, things do not always go as planned.

The months following the attack on Pearl Harbor were the darkest of the war, as Imperial Japanese forces
rapidly extended their reach across the Pacific. Our military was caught off guard, forced to retreat, and
losing many men in the fall of the Philippines, leading to the infamous Bataan Death March.  By spring, 1942,
America needed a severe morale boost. The raid on Tokyo on April 18, 1942, certainly provided that – cheering
the American military and public. Yet, the Doolittle Raid meant so much more, proving to the Japanese high
command that their home islands were not invulnerable to American attacks and causing them to shift vital
resources to their defense. Two months later that decision would play a role in the outcome of the Battle of

Midway, the American victory that would begin to turn the
tide in the Pacific War.

In order to honor all the Raiders, past and present, for their
valor, courage and patriotism, we are working to get the Con-
gressional Gold Medal awarded while we still have three mem-
bers who are able to travel to receive the award. Please con-
tact your Senators and ask them to co-sponsor S.381, which is
the Senate bill authorizing the Congressional Gold Medal, and
contact your Representative and ask them to co-sponsor
H.R.1209, which is the House bill. Both bills must pass by two-
thirds majority.

that you act now and write them to
show your support of the Bill!

Proposed Senate Bill 851, Caregivers
Expansion and Improvement Act of
2013, extends to all veterans with a
serious service-connected injury the
eligibility to participate in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA)
program of comprehensive assistance
to family caregivers of such veterans.
(Under current law, such eligibility is
limited to those veterans who in-
curred such an injury on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

We encourage you to visit the
website”
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/
bi l ls/browse#current_status=
2&committees=2688 which provides
easy access to all proposed bills and
listings of your Congressman

Stay active supporting veterans!
Charles Susino Jr. & Charles Anthony
Susino
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VA Outreach #11
The older a veteran becomes, the
more likely he/she may encoun-
ter a situation which requires
emergency medical care as the
result of an injury, a sudden heart
problem, or some other unex-
pected and serious medical prob-
lem. When it is not possible, or
time does not permit going to a
VA Medical Center, the veteran
should go to the nearest hospi-
tal that has an emergency room.
If in the hands of an ambulance
crew, they will usually transport
the patient to the nearest emer-
gency room that is staffed to deal
with the medical condition in-
volved. By definition, a medical
emergency is when an injury or
illness is so severe that without
immediate treatment it threatens
life or health.

A veteran experiencing a medical
emergency is not obligated to
first contact the VA to arrange
for acceptance at a non-VA emer-
gency room. Instead, the veteran,
a family member, or the hospi-
tal treating the emergency case
should contact the nearest VA
Medical Center as soon as pos-

sible (preferably within 72 hours)
to learn what services the VA may
or may not cover. The VA needs
to be provided with information
about the nature of the emer-
gency and what services are be-
ing provided. The VA can then
give guidance concerning what
emergency charges may or may
not be covered so that the patient
can plan settlement of the finan-
cial aspects of the case.

If the non-VA doctor wants to
admit the patient following the
emergency staff involvement,
advance VA approval is not nec-
essary if the admission is an
emergency, but prompt notifica-
tion to the VA is necessary. If ad-
mission is not an emergency,
advance approval from the VA is
necessary.

If a VA facility bed is available to
the veteran and he/she can be
safely transferred, the transfer
should be done if the veteran
wants the VA to continue paying
for the care. If the veteran refuses
to be transferred to a VA facility,
the VA will not pay for any fur-
ther care.

If a veteran is admitted to the
non-VA hospital as the result of
an emergency, the VA may pay
all, some, or none of the charges,
dependant on the veteran’s eligi-
bility for service-connected con-
ditions. Some of the criteria that
must be met are: 1. Care or ser-
vices were provided in a medical
emergency, and 2. VA or another
federal facility were not feasibly
available, and 3. The VA was noti-
fied within 72 hours of the admis-

sion. 4. Ask the local VA Medical
Center’s Non-VA (fee) Care Office
for further eligibility guidance.
For non-service-connected condi-
tions, some of the criteria that
must be met are: 1. The veteran
is enrolled in the VA Health Care
System, and 2. The veteran has
received health care services
from the VA within the previous
24 months, and 3. The veteran has
no other health insurance cover-
age. 4. Ask the local VA Medical
Center’s Non-VA (Fee) Care Office
for further eligibility guidance.
A service-connected condition
refers to an illness or injury that
was incurred in or was aggravated
by military service and has a rat-
ing assigned by the Veterans Ben-
efit Administration.

Filing a claim to the nearest VA
Medical Center for reimburse-
ment for emergency medical care
should be done quickly because
time limits usually apply. For
non-service connected care, the
time limit is 90 days. The local
VA Medical Center can provide
more information about this.

The VA will only pay for emer-
gency care outside of the U. S. if
it is related to a service-con-
nected condition. For more infor-
mation about care provided out-
side the U. S. , contact the Foreign
Medical Program (FMP) at 877-
345-8179, or go to the FMP website
h t t p : / / w w w . v a . g o v / h a c /
forbeneficiaries/fmp.

For more information on non-VA
emergency care, visit http://
www.nonvacare.va.gov

AXPOW
National Convention
June 25-28, 2013

We’ve planned a visit to the
new George W. Bush

Presidential Library &
Museum. The tour is limited

to 50, so get your
registration in early!
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PNC John Edwards
Chairman
889 Randall Road
Niskayuna, NY 12309
(518) 393-3907 phone/fax

pow-mia

Captured/Missing:Captured/Missing:Captured/Missing:Captured/Missing:Captured/Missing:
US Service member captured
while supporting combat opera-
tions: Army Spc. Bowe R.
Bergdahi, June 30,2009,
Afghanistan

Americans Accounted For:Americans Accounted For:Americans Accounted For:Americans Accounted For:Americans Accounted For: There
are still 1,643 personnel listed by the
Defense POW/Missing Personnel Of-
fice as missing and unaccounted-for
from the Vietnam War.  DPMO re-
cently posted the identification of
SSG Lawrence Woods, USA/SF, of TN,
listed as KIA/BNR in South Vietnam
on October 24, 1964. His remains
were recovered on April 13, 2010 and
identified September 4, 2013.  Ear-
lier, DPMO posted the identification
of Colonel Francis J. McGouldrick,
USAF, CT, listed as MIA in Laos on
December 13, 1968, as now ac-
counted for.  His remains were repa-
triated May 22, 2012 and identified
August 28, 2013.  The number of
Americans announced by DPMO as
returned and identified since the
end of the Vietnam War in 1975 is
now 940.  Another 63 US personnel,
recovered by the US and ID’d before
the end of the war, bring the official
total of US personnel accounted-for
from the Vietnam War to 1,003.  Of
the 1,643 unaccounted-for person-
nel, 90% were lost in Vietnam or in
areas of Cambodia and Laos under
Vietnam’s wartime control: Vietnam-
1,275 (VN-469, VS-806); Laos-308;
Cambodia-53; PRC territorial waters-
7; over-water losses on DPMO’s list

of No Further Pursuit cases number
well over 600.

Vietnam:Vietnam:Vietnam:Vietnam:Vietnam:  US-Vietnam POW/MIA
Consultations were held September
26th, led by JPAC Commander Maj
Gen Kelly McKeague, USAF, with
DPMO, DIA’s Stony Beach and Em-
bassy-Hanoi participation.  A com-
memorative dinner was held the night
before to celebrate recent years of
steadily improving POW/MIA coop-
eration.  The Joint Field Activity (JFA)
in Vietnam, scheduled for November,
was initially postponed due to lack
of funding.  Once agreement was
reached on a Continuing Resolution
to temporarily fund the government,
the Vietnam JFA was back on, though
significantly reduced in scope.  JFAs
scheduled earlier in Laos, Cambodia
and the PRC were indefinitely post-
poned due to lack of funding in
time to continue.

Cambodia: Cambodia: Cambodia: Cambodia: Cambodia:  Consultations were held
September 30th in Phnom Penh, also
led by the JPAC Commander, with
DPMO, DIA’s Stony Beach and Em-
bassy-Phnom Penh participation.  It
is hoped the legal obstacles raised
by the US bureaucracy will not re-
cur to pose further difficulties for
JPAC teams and counterpart Cambo-
dian officials who, though puzzled,
have been most patient.  The long-
delayed JFA in Cambodia was
scheduled to take place from Octo-
ber 23 – December 6th but was
again postponed, as noted above.
Operations in Cambodia by two Re-
covery Teams (RTs) and one Under-
water Recovery Team (URT) have
been postponed twice this year.

Laos:Laos:Laos:Laos:Laos: On August 16th, US-Lao Bilat-
eral POW/MIA Consultations, led by
JPAC Commander Maj Gen Kelly
McKeague, USAF, with Embassy-
Vientiane and DPMO representatives
participating, were held in Vientiane,
Laos.  The talks were the most pro-
ductive such discussions in quite
some time.  At long last, the Lao Gov-
ernment agreed to allow the Defense
Intelligence Agency’s (DIA’s) Stony
Beach POW/MIA specialist to pursue
field investigations year-round, on an
as-needed basis. Though the details
have yet to be worked out, the
League welcomes Lao responsive-
ness to specific appeals, including

on Stony Beach, contracting the use
of smaller helicopters and on-site
base-camping. These Lao Government
decisions are in keeping with the
improved political, economic and
military relationship.  This latter
agreement was to have been tested
during the October 16 – November
29th JFA that was postponed due
to lack of funding.

The Family Member Update (FMU)
program reached 833 family mem-
bers in 2013. Of that total, 489 were
first time attendees. The FMU pro-
gram continues to inform family
members of the work being done to
account for their missing loved ones.
Despite budget uncertainty, we plan
to continue the Family Update pro-
gram.  The first Family Update is ten-
tatively scheduled for January 11,
2014, in Portland, Oregon.

France Investigation Team:  France Investigation Team:  France Investigation Team:  France Investigation Team:  France Investigation Team:  In Sep-
tember, a team of historians and ana-
lysts from DPMO traveled across
France to investigate 10 WWII loss
incidents from which a total of 17
U.S. personnel are still missing. On
average, the cases have been under
active research by DPMO analysts in
the U.S. and French archives for more
than a year. This trip was coordinated
with mayors and regional officials
through 8 months of careful planning
in order to ensure that the sites,
mostly in rural areas, would be
cleared of crops.  The France trip
represents the second such investi-
gation DPMO has made in France
since 2012.

U.S. Side of the U.S.-Russia JointU.S. Side of the U.S.-Russia JointU.S. Side of the U.S.-Russia JointU.S. Side of the U.S.-Russia JointU.S. Side of the U.S.-Russia Joint
Commission on POW/MIAsCommission on POW/MIAsCommission on POW/MIAsCommission on POW/MIAsCommission on POW/MIAs
(USRJC):(USRJC):(USRJC):(USRJC):(USRJC):On October 22, 2013,
Deputy Secretary of Defense Ashton
Carter approved a request to convey
special government employee status upon
General Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong,
USAF, Retired. This action strengthens
General Foglesong’s ability to carry out
duties associated with his role as the Co-
Chairman of the U.S. Side of the U.S.-
Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs
(USRJC). It also underscores DoD’s com-
mitment to support the work of the
USRJC.
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Prisoners and the YMCA
By Dorothy Janson

The Geneva Convention relative to the
Treatment of Prisoners of War was
signed by 43 nations in 1929, and re-
mains the international law on the
subject. It contains the following
stipulations: War prisoners entitled to
adequate food and clothing. No pun-
ishment for attempted escape. Right
to exchange correspondence and re-
ceive parcels. Officers may not be re-
quired to work. Enlisted men may not
be required to work in a location re-
lated to military operation. Each pris-
oner shall be allowed a rest period
of 24 hours per week. Prison camps
shall be open to inspection by a rep-
resentative of a neutral power.

Japan did not sign this pact. In 1942,
they gave a qualified promise to abide
by the Geneva rules, but flouted ev-
ery tenet mentioned above during
their 38 months occupation of the
Philippines. As our troops later
learned, it was almost impossible to
take a Japanese prisoner. In the feu-
dal, emperor-worshipping culture of
Dai Nippon, to be captured is to be
dishonored, but did this in any way
condone their inhumane treatment of
Allied solidiers who, faced with im-
possible military odds, had surren-
dered?

The plight of all the prisoners was a
constant anxiety for us and other
neutrals in Manila who were not in-
carcerated. Nearly 30,000 survivors of
Bataan, the Death March, and

Corregidor were penned behind
barbed wire in various parts of Luzon;
more than 3,000 civilian men, women
and children, and most of our friends,
were behind walls in the non-protec-
tive custody of the Imperial Japanese
Army. We had some contact with the
civilian camps, but information about
war prisoners came mainly through
the courageous Filipino underground.

On December 9th, immediately after
the attack on Pearl Harbor and the
Philippines, my Swedish husband took
me and our two small sons to the il-
lusionary safety of mountainous
Baguio, where he left us with friends
before returning to our not-so-safe
home in Pasay, which was uncomfort-
ably close to both the harbor and
Nichols Field airbase. But the Japa-
nese invaders, after landing at Aparri
and Lingayen in northern Luzon,
swiftly advanced up the steep terrain
and took Baguio on December 28th. I
am an American and the children and
I were among the 300 Americans and
British who were immediately in-
terned.

My experience in a prison camp was
decidedly disagreeable, but fortu-
nately brief. My husband, Helge A.
Janson, who had been Consul for Swe-
den in the Philippines since 1935, was
not interned after the Japanese took
Manila on December 26th. On Jan. 14,
1942, he managed to get a permit
from military headquarters to find us
in prison at Camp John Hay, was able
to effect our immediate release as
Swedish nationals and we returned to
quite a different city from the Manila
I had left just over a month before.

While the battle raged on Bataan and
Corregidor, the Japanese were firmly
in control of Manila. Because Consul
Janson was accredited to Washington,
the Japanese refused to recognize his
diplomatic status unless his creden-
tials were established via Tokyo…an
alteration he respectfully declined.
But he was eventually recognized as
“Representative of the Swedish Com-
munity in the Philippines” and allowed
to communicate with the Swedish Le-
gation in Tokyo. Even though all cor-
respondence was censored and had
to go through the Japanese Bureau
of External Affairs, this was our only
and very valuable life line to the world
beyond the confines of our occupied
islands.

Before the war the view across Ma-
nila Bay from our home on the boule-
vard had been delightful. Now we
watched Japanese bombers roaring
overhead to rain death and destruc-
tion on Bataan and Corregidor, saw
the glare of distant shelling compete
with the vivid sunsets, and, after
Corregidor fell in May, we looked with
great distaste at a harbor full of Japa-
nese ships.

We were not sorry to leave our water-
front home early in July when M.
Verlinden, the Consul for Belgium,
offered us his house on the corner
of Fernando Rein and Park Avenue in
Pasay. He expected to be included in
the Teia/Maru-Gripsholm exchange
and hope that, if the Swedish Consul
lived in his home, the Japanese would
not take it. A spacious, sturdily-build
two-story house, surrounded by a
large garden with papaya and banana
trees, it also had space to grow veg-
etables and a poultry house where
were could try to raise chickens and
turkeys.

Unfortunately, the view from our new
residence turned out to be far more
depressing than our vista of Manila
Bay. W knew that there was a war pris-
oner camp a flew blocks away in the
Pasay elementary school, three low
buildings partially enclosing a dark
sandy playground. The area was now
surrounded by ugly rusted iron sheet-
ing, crowned by loops of barbed wire,
and all that could be seen from the
street was a high watch tower where
two Japanese soldiers manned a ma-
chine gun. An open, fetid sewer crawl-
ing with vermin meandered sluggishly
past the encampment, and there were
armed guards on the road at inter-
vals of about 100 feet. The first morn-
ing on Park Avenue, I was awakened
by what I thought was the gentle
swish of rain on banana leaves, of
wind rustling the palm fronts, but the
morning was cloudless, still, and hot.
Wondering what the unusual sound
could be, I went down to the garden.
I grew louder and closer, rose to a
shuffling, a murmur of voices. Then I
saw them as they rounded a bend in
the road, and a wave of nausea swept
over me when I realized I was look-
ing at Americans, American prisoners
walking four abreast in a ragged for-
mation, their heads bent to the rough
surface of the road, emaciated, ragged,
barefoot. Guards with fixed bayonets
patrolled the column, and when the
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two children rushed over to the fence
to get a closer view, they were threat-
ened and shouted at by the guards.
The boys came crying back to where I
stood near the patio, and we dashed
upstairs. Helge, appalled and grim
stood at the big window and the four
of us watched, horrified, until the two
guards on bicycles at the end of the
column wobbled around the corner
where Park Avenue turned onto Taft
Avenue. My husband uttered some un-
translatable Swedish profanity.

Hearing the stories and rumors about
the war prisoner camps was distress-
ing; to actually see these few hundred
men was heartbreaking. The sad pro-
cession, in blistering heat or sodden
rain, passed our house twice a day
on the war to and from work on
Nichols Field. We tried hard not to
watch, but there was an almost mes-
meric compulsion to stand helplessly
by the side of the window. When they
returned from twelve hours of slave
labor, many of them were unable to
walk without their comrades’ support,
and on some occasions it was obvi-
ous that they were already dead from
heat and over exertion. They were so
close! We were infinitely separated.
It would have been nice to hang out
an American flag, but mine was bur-
ied deep in the garden; even our
Swedish flag was not permitted, and
we were forced to fly the red circle
of the Land of the Rising Sun on the
Emperor’s birthday and other special
occasions, such as “Attack on Pearl
Harbor Day” or “Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Day”. We prayed that there
would be some way to help those
prisoners.

Up to this time correspondence with
the Swedish Ministry in Tokyo dealt
primarily with sending messages to
families in Sweden and the States, the
possibility of arranging repatriation
for neutral nationals, and requests for
financial aid. Sweden was now also
handling the affairs of a number of
enemy nations: Belgium, Mexico, Neth-
erlands and Norway to mention the
most important. This added to the
volume of correspondence which was
not merely the posting of a letter but,
for the Swedish Consul, necessitated
many hot and dusty rides to Japanese
headquarters on our houseboy’s bi-
cycle which was much too small and
had solid rubber tires.

On July 27th, we were elated by a let-
ter from the Swedish Minister, Mr.
Wider Bagge, advising us that a com-
mittee of neutral members of the War
Prisoners Aid of the International
YMCA had been set up in Tokyo to
promote the welfare of war prisoners
and internees in Japan and her terri-
tories of military occupation. Minis-
ter Bagge was the chairman, and he
requested my husband to take up the
post as representative in the Philip-
pines. Helge immediately cabled his
acceptance and was in turn advised
that permission to operate in the Phil-
ippines had been applied for and that
he would be advised as soon as it
was granted. Would it be a matter of
days – or weeks?

Shortly after our hopes had been
lifted by the possibility of a legiti-
mate method of war prisoner aid, a
different opportunity presented it-
self. A shy little Filipino girl named
Esperanza came surreptitiously to our
house after dark and asked to see
Mr. Janson. She told him that she
could get messages in and out of
Pasay camp through one of the less
severe guards, and that the prisoners
were sometimes able to buy bibingkas,
a native rice cake, from a small tienda
just at the end of Park Avenue. The
two worst guards were at the rear and
in the evening when the column turned
from Taft onto Park Avenue, the pris-
oners in front were out of their view.
After a bit of undercover work we
were sure that the tienda owner was
trustworthy and we began supplying
him with milk, eggs and vitamins to
add to the simple batter. In order not
to arouse suspicion, there was no
change in the setup and the prison-
ers continued to pay five or ten
centavos, but they were getting con-
siderably more nourishment for their
money. Everyone who had seen the
Park Avenue parade of captives was
eager to help and we were often able
to augment the bibingkas with bacon
and chopped meat.

Through Esperenza, some money and
clothing got into the camp and we
received some messages in return. We
never knew which of the men wrote
the following, but he painted a very
vivid picture:

Dear Sir, Thanks for the pants you
sent me. They sure come in handy.
You asked me to describe condi-
tions in this camp – well, here goes.

This is known to be the worst
prison outside of Ft. Santiago in
the Philippines. The Americans at
Cabanatuan and Bilibid call it
Devil’s Island. The nips at those
places call us the Iron Men. The
white-cap captain here we call
“Cherry Blossom” because of his
cherry blossom insignia; the cap-
tain in the field is called “Wolf”.
He and Cherry Blossom are the
ones that ride the bicycles in the
rear. They are both sadists. The
Wolf has beaten two men to death
with a black jack so far. I’ve been
here since last Sept. and I’m get-
ting used to all this routine and
beginning to take it in stride. In
the morning we get up at 5:45. We
eat at 6 and go to work at 7. We
work till 12:30 and eat and then
go to work at 1. We work till 5 and
get in about 7, but we aren’t al-
lowed to go to bed until 9. You
hardly have time for anything. We
are supposed to rest every second
Sunday, but it’s hardly ever on
schedule. Most of the men are
suffering from pellagra and beri-
beri, but we have to work just the
same. When the men get too bad,
they send them to Bilibid at the
hospital. This is paradise and
where all of us want to go, but
few get there – you almost have
to be dead to get there. This new
bunch of men have been resting
for a year now and all are fat and
look healthy compared to us, but
in the field they can’t take it.
There’s at least 7 or 8 pass out a
day from the heat or over-exertion.
We old men look scraggly and
crummy, but we have hardened up
to the work. We get paid once a
month, ten cents a day; you don’t
get paid for rest days. There’s at
least 3 or 4 beatings a day. All the
sentries except a few are scared
to death of Wolf and try to imi-
tate him. But we just take it and
bear it and wait for that day when
we can be in charge of them.
If you can, will you send some egg
omelet and peanuts. They contain
many vitamins and I need vitamins
for my pellagra. We have only one
kind of medicine here and that’s
“purple paint”.

Prisoners cont’d...

Part II in Mar/April issue



March 13-15, 2014. USS HoustonMarch 13-15, 2014. USS HoustonMarch 13-15, 2014. USS HoustonMarch 13-15, 2014. USS HoustonMarch 13-15, 2014. USS Houston
CA-30 Survivors Association &CA-30 Survivors Association &CA-30 Survivors Association &CA-30 Survivors Association &CA-30 Survivors Association &
Next Generations ReunionNext Generations ReunionNext Generations ReunionNext Generations ReunionNext Generations Reunion will be
held at: Hyatt Regency Houston
Downtown. Contact: John Keith
Schwarz Executive Director- USS
Houston CA-30 Survivors
Association & Next Generations; 202-
268-2261/703-867-0142.
contact@usshouston.org.

April 25-27, 2014. Flatiron AirApril 25-27, 2014. Flatiron AirApril 25-27, 2014. Flatiron AirApril 25-27, 2014. Flatiron AirApril 25-27, 2014. Flatiron Air
Ambulance Crash-Rescue Bi-An-Ambulance Crash-Rescue Bi-An-Ambulance Crash-Rescue Bi-An-Ambulance Crash-Rescue Bi-An-Ambulance Crash-Rescue Bi-An-
nual Reunion nual Reunion nual Reunion nual Reunion nual Reunion will be held at Fort
Rucker, AL. For information, contact:
Warren R. Blake, P.O. Box 67 , North
Conway, NH 03869.
978-994-7935 ; flatironcrs@juno.com

April 24-27, 2014. Norfolk re-April 24-27, 2014. Norfolk re-April 24-27, 2014. Norfolk re-April 24-27, 2014. Norfolk re-April 24-27, 2014. Norfolk re-
union union union union union for civilian internees and fami-
lies. We are booked and contracted
at Marriott Courtyard in Norfolk. Our
hotel is a block and a half from
MacArthur Memorial property. Con-
tact: Sascha Jansen
Mabuhayma@aol.com.
GOING TO THE NORFOLK REUNION
NEXT APRIL?
Then – I have a suggestion for you.

This will be an opportune time to
take advantage of our BACEPOW
visit to the General MacArthur Mu-
seum in Norfolk, in April of 2014, to
bring some of our artifacts and
memorabilia from our prison camp
days as a gift to the museum. Our
gifts of valued treasures we saved
from WWII camp days meant so much
to our families, or to us individuals
in the years past. Would we be able
to part with these icons today?

Imagine this for a moment. One hun-
dred years from now when research-
ers, historians and educators wan-
der the halls of the General’s vast
campus, we will be telling our story
from our personal voices, and bring
to life our true war experiences from

events
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the past. Through our books, oral his-
tories, manuscripts, pictures and
memorabilia from the individual
camps we lived in during WWII, you
and I will be creating a whole new
world of understanding and learn-
ing.

School children will learn so much
from our home made toys, tin cups
we drank from, bamboo bowls and
mugs, needles and pins made from
bamboo, underwear made of string,
and what patched up clothing we
wore. What a way to learn history.

When we were in Santo Tomas, most
of the girls and women would save
something of value to wear “when our
boys came in.” I saved a pair of socks.
My mother was saving a brand new,
geranium colored blouse to put on
for our boys. But as Christmas 1944
approached, she realized she
couldn’t find a gift for me. Hurriedly
she cut a pretty generous square of
material from the back of the blouse,
hemmed the sides, and embroidered
various names and words on the
cloth. Not having much thread, she
painstakingly extracted some thread
from various clothing and used some
of this to embroider the names. I cher-
ish this precious piece of cloth with
these wonderful, familiar words –
“benjo – Maureen Edgar – Lugao –
Garden Court –Annex – Carolyn
Bailey –STIC – Rumors – ACK ACK–
Air raid!, Talinum, and so forth.

When I arrive in Norfolk with this spe-
cial treasure next year, I will be hand-
ing my gift from my mother over to
Jim Zobel, the Archivist, with great
pleasure and with honor. Honor? Yes,
honor to be allowed to pass on our
unique WWII history experience, as
children prisoners of war of the
Japanese, to a highly regarded insti-
tution of learning and research.

The MacArthur Memorial will be hon-
oring our presence, at this “Libera-
tion Manila 1945” reunion, by dis-
playing all our artifacts, manuscripts,
pictures and memorabilia at the Visi-
tors Center next April of 2014.
Will yours be among them?
Sascha Jansen; Mabuhayma@aol.com
707-448-2909

looking
for
My father, mother, younger brother
and myself were POWs in Santo
Tomas from Jan. 1942-Feb. 1945. In
the summer of 1944, the JapaneseJapaneseJapaneseJapaneseJapanese
took pictures of the male andtook pictures of the male andtook pictures of the male andtook pictures of the male andtook pictures of the male and
female adult POWsfemale adult POWsfemale adult POWsfemale adult POWsfemale adult POWs. The men had
their pictures taken first, then the
women. The pictures were taken out-
doors in small groups while seated
on a bench with their prisoner num-
bers displayed across their chests.
The location of this event was in
front of the main building at the
west corner next to the seminary. I
would appreciate any information
regarding these pictures. Thank you!
Bill Leslie, 106 Surrey Place, Leba-
non, TN  37090; 615-444-8595.

My name is Bernie Rader and I was a
soldier in WWII and fought in France.
On Oct. 2, 1944, I was in an ambush,
wounded and became a prisoner of
war. I was held in Lorient Hospital
in Brittany and we were starving. An
American representative from the
Red Cross, Andrew Hodges, made 4
exchanges from German soldiers for
Allied forces and I was one of 149
men on Nov, 1944. This was the only
exchange in WWII. We have traveled
in France a few times and have gone
to Brittany and Normandy. We made
a plaque for the French people who
gave food to us when we were starv-
ing and other things and became
friends in France. In 2004, the French
President – Sarkozy – presented me
the French Medal of Honor in Wash-
ington.  My wife and I would like to
go to Normandy for the 70Normandy for the 70Normandy for the 70Normandy for the 70Normandy for the 70ththththth An- An- An- An- An-
niversary of D-Dayniversary of D-Dayniversary of D-Dayniversary of D-Dayniversary of D-Day in June, 2014. I
was 90 years old in December, so
we don’t want to go alone. We  would
like to take a tour with other people.
If possible, we’d like to go to Brit-
tany first, then to Normandy. Are you
going at that time? Please let us
know. Thank you. Bernard Rader
berniej1@optonline.net; 191 Wilson
Place, Freeport, NY 11520.

My name is Richard Michael Volpe.
My Grandfather was Private NicholsPrivate NicholsPrivate NicholsPrivate NicholsPrivate Nichols
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looking for, cont’d..
Distasi,Distasi,Distasi,Distasi,Distasi, 101st Airborne Able Com-
pany Sniper. My grandfather was cap-
tured June 6, 1944 around
Ravonville? on D-Day along with Pri-
vate Archie Ponds 101st Able
company.What I know is that he
landed on D-Day and was ordered
by his Lt. (Lt. Muir) to get rest after
parachutting during the D-Day inva-
sion. My grandfather explained to my
mom and uncle that he was awoken
by a German soldier pointing a gun
in his face. He had also told my mom
and uncle very little about prison
camp (Statlag 4F) only that they
shared one cow between 500 men
to eat and that they messed with the
guards pretty often. My grandfather
said that while in prison camp an un-
expected person showed up as a
prisoner; it was his best friend .If
anyone has information on my
grandfather’s experiences, I would
appreciate hearing from them. Thank
you. Richard Michael Volpe; (908)
907-8956;
richardmichaelvolpe@gmail.com
12586 Grandezza Circle. Estero, FL
33928.

Andi Gustavson, a graduate student
at The University of Texas at Austin,
is building a digital archive for an
important group of conflict photo-
graphs that has yet to be recognized
by museums, archives, or historians.
She is trying to gather the personal
snapshots that were most significant
to servicemen and women while they
were enlisted or serving in warzones.
The archive is called the Personal the Personal the Personal the Personal the Personal
Pin-up Project. Pin-up Project. Pin-up Project. Pin-up Project. Pin-up Project. People willing to
share their images can upload their
photographs at http://
www.personalpinupproject.com/.
Andi is also willing to digitize hard
copy snapshots if vets mail them to
her at 110 E. 37th St. Apt. 208, Aus-
tin, TX 78705. Please consider up-
loading an image and spreading the
word about this important historical
project. Thank you.

Cresskill American

Legion Post 21 honors
POWs and MIAs on
national day
by  Caesar Darias
Correspondent, Northern
Valley Suburbanite
© North Jersey Media Group (NJMG)
Photo: © 2013 Viorel Florescu /

northjersey.com

Herb Gold, 93, a former POW
during World War II stands watch
at the third annual vigil paying
tribute to former POWs and MIAs
at American Legion Post 21 in
Cresskill on Sept. 21.

CRESSKILL — Camp Merritt Ameri-
can Legion Post 21 commemorated
National POW/MIA Recognition Day
with a vigil and ceremony on Satur-
day.

The third annual “Dawn to Dusk” vigil
started at 6 a.m. and had pairs of
veterans in rotating half-hour shifts,
keeping silent watch under a white
canopy to recognize the ultimate sac-
rifice of their comrades and to re-
member those who are still missing
in action. The stars and stripes, the
POW-MIA flag and two empty chairs
symbolizing the missing served as the
backdrop during the solemn 12-hour
day. Herbert S. Gold, a 93-year-old
World War II veteran who served
seven months as a prisoner of war in
Germany, anchored the vigil and was
recognized as the day’s special hon-

oree. The Cresskill High School band
honored the veterans by standing at
attention themselves as they faced
Gold. They followed with the Star-
Spangled Banner and a two-trumpet
echoing rendition of “Taps” by stu-
dents Seri Park and Paul Sim. Gold
served as a gunner in the U.S. Army
Air Force, Eighth Air Force, 705th
Bomb Squadron of the 446 Bomb
Group. After dropping bombs on an
ammunition factory in Hamm in 1944,
Gold and his B-24 crew came under
enemy fire and had to parachute to
safety. When he landed, Gold was
almost immediately taken prisoner.
He served time in the Stalag 4 prison
camp, followed by a grueling 87-day,
650-mile Black March across Ger-
many. “They kept us all on back
roads,” said Gold, who said the Ger-
man were trying to avoid Russian
troops who were closing in. “Eventu-
ally we had about 250 troops on the
march.” The march culminated in the
German surrender to British Gen. Ber-
nard Montgomery’s troops. Gold re-
ceived many decorations including
a Purple Heart and the Air Medal with
four Oak Leaf Clusters. Gold, a
Dumont High School graduate and
former Cresskill councilman, urged
students, residents and elected of-
ficials to participate in veterans
events and to learn about their his-
tory. Michael J. Drumgoole, senior
vice commandeer of Post 21, was co-
chairman of the event. Drumgoole, a
retired Army captain, served as an
intelligence officer in Vietnam from
1970-1971 with the 525th Military
Intelligence Group. He lamented that
during his time in service no POW
extractions were completed. “It’s in-
credibly horrible,” said the 67-year-
old Drumgoole, who added not
enough is being done to recognize
POW-MIAs and to locate missing per-
sonnel. According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, 16 million Ameri-
can served in World War II; more than
400,000 died and 73,000 remain un-
accounted for. More than 7,500
Americans who fought in the Korean
War, and 1,600 from the Vietnam War
remain unaccounted for.

News
Briefs

June 25-28, 2013
AXPOW

National Convention
See you in Texas!
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Mission Accomplished

The Doolittle Raiders flew into
the history books during their
historic sneak attack on Japan in
April 1942. It was a successful
mission, but nearly all 16 planes
crash-landed in China.

While the U.S. airstrikes did little
lasting damage to the Japanese
military infrastructure, Ameri-
can officials felt it dramatically
demonstrated Japan was vulner-
able — and following Pearl Har-
bor, it gave the American people
a much-needed shot in the arm.

Since then, the Doolittle Raiders
have gathered each year to toast
those who died.

Veteran’s Day weekend 2013,
however, was bittersweet for the
four Doolittle Tokyo Raiders who
are still alive today: Richard  Cole,
98, Robert Hite, 93, Edward Saylor,
93, and David Thatcher, 92. For 68
years, they have gathered to raise
a toast to all Raiders who died
before them. Each Doolittle
Raider has his name inscribed
upon his own silver goblet, which
is turned over upon death. 

Because of their age, the four liv-
ing Raiders decided this would be
their last toast. At Doolittle’s
wish, they used a bottle of co-

gnac, distilled in 1896, the year
of Doolittle’s birth. Thousands
turned out at the National Air
Force Museum outside Dayton,
Ohio, to honor them.

For the four, this was the
Doolittle Tokyo Raiders’ final
mission.

VA Offers Dental

Insurance Program
VA is partnering with Delta Dental
and MetLife to allow eligible Veter-
ans, plus family members receiving
care under the Civilian Health and
Medical Program (CHAMPVA), to pur-
chase affordable dental insurance
beginning Nov. 15, 2013 VA officials
announced.  

More than 8 million Veterans who are
enrolled in VA health care can choose
to purchase one of the offered den-
tal plans. 

This three-year pilot has been de-
signed for Veterans with no dental
coverage, or those currently eligible
for VA dental care who would like
to purchase additional dental
coverage. Participation will not af-
fect entitlement to VA dental ser-
vices and treatment. 

There are no eligibility limitations
based on service-connected disabil-
ity rating or enrollment priority as-
signment.  People interested in par-
ticipating may complete an applica-
tion online through either Delta Den-
tal, www.deltadentalvadip.org, or
MetLife, www.metlife.com/vadip be-
ginning Nov. 15. Coverage for this
new dental insurance will begin Jan.
1, 2014, and will be available
throughout the United States and its
territories. 

Also eligible for the new benefits are
nearly 400,000 spouses and depen-
dent children who are reimbursed
for most medical expenses under
VA’s CHAMPVA program.  Generally,
CHAMPVA participants are spouses,
survivors or dependent children of
Veterans officially rated as “perma-
nently and totally” disabled by a ser-
vice-connected condition.

Enrollment in the VA Dental Insur-
ance Plan (VADIP) is voluntary.  Par-
ticipants are responsible for all pre-
miums, which range from $8.65 to
$52.90 per month for individual
plans.  Copayments and other
charges may apply.

Historically VA’s free dental services
have gone to Veterans with dental
problems connected to a medical
condition that’s officially certified
as “service connected.” Free dental

news, cont’d...

Edith Nourse Rogers Memorial Hospital ~ MA
POW/MIA Recognition Day luncheon – thanks to Bob Noble
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news, cont’d...
services will continue for those Vet-
erans. 

For more information on VADIP, visit
www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vadip, or
contact Delta Dental at 1-855-370-
3303 or MetLife at 1-888-310-1681.

Surviving Brutality:

Continuing The Oral POW
History
by Alice A. Booher

Through a number of venues, organi-
zations and individuals, the State of
Florida has a number of ongoing ef-
forts to expand the educational op-
portunity from and to their growing
and significant veteran population.
The Bulletin has reported a number
of these including several remarkable
DVDs made by Michael Rothfeld of
FVPPI and his associates which have
placed special focus on members of
their POW community.  One on-site
event in the Fall featured WWII Boat-
swain Mate Bill Ingram, USN (Ret),
speaking as a former Japanese POW

in Burma at an event hosted at the
Maritime Heritage Center in Jackson-
ville with the assistance of Robert
Mitchell of Rolling Thunder FL Chap-
ter 4 and Museum Executive Paul
Ghiotto.

Early in No-
vember, Viet-
nam POW
G i l e s
Norr ington ,
Captain, USN
(Ret), shared
details on his

experiences at Hoa Lo and other pris-
ons. This “Lunch and Learn” experi-
ence, which included Rothfeld’s
DVD POW documentary, was hosted
by the Orange County Regional His-
tory Center, located at 65 E. Central
Blvd., in Orlando, whose Assistant Di-
rector is Kimberlee Riley (seen in
photo with Giles). At the event, it was
learned that Ms. Riley’s uncle was
Major Robert
Franklin (“Wild
Bill”) Coady,
USAF, a rescue
pilot flying an
A1H “Skyraider”
who went down
in Laos on Janu-
ary 18, 1969. Listed as MIA, Coady
had been recorded by hearsay in the
early release debriefs for Depart-
ment of State on September 25, 1969
and Defense Intelligence Agency on
October 3, 1969, given by Capt.
Wesley Rumble, (who had coinciden-
tally been Giles’ roommate for a time
at Hoa Lo).  As has been the case
with the others lost in Laos, which
was not part of the Paris Peace Ac-
cords and thus not part of direct ne-
gotiations, Ms. Riley notes that it has
been difficult to get additional in-
formation, but before her mother
dies, she hopes that something more
will become available about the fate
of her godfather and her mother’s
only brother, so there can be some
modest element of family closure.

If any reader is able to provide in-
dependent information on Coady
[602nd SOS, 56th SOW (Nakon Phanon
RTAFB), 7th AF, USAF, (DOB: Septem-
ber 11, 1939) out of New Orleans],
please contact Cheryl Cerbone who
can help you share the information.

Native American Tribes

Whose Members Served
as Code Talkers Honored
with Congressional Gold
Medals

Twenty-five Native American tribes
received Congressional Gold Medals
in recognition of the dedication and
valor of the code talkers and their
service to the United States Armed
Forces during WWI and WWII. Eight
additional Native American tribes
also were honored during the
ceremony, held in Emancipation Hall
in the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, and
will receive medals at a later date.
Following the ceremony, a reception
held at the National Museum of the
American Indian included an
appearance by Edmond Harjo
(Seminole Nation – Oklahoma), one
of the last surviving code talkers.

The term “code talkers” refers to
those Native Americans who used
their tribal languages as a means of
secret communication during
wartime.

The U.S. Department of Defense has
so far identified 33 Native American
Tribes from 11 states that are eligible
to receive a gold medal with a unique
design. The United States Mint
prepared and struck all medals as
authorized by the Code Talkers
Recognition Act of 2008 (Act) (Public
Law 110-420). Information about the
eligible tribes, descriptions of each
medal, and images are available the
United States Mint’s web site at
www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/
medals/?action=codeTalkers.

The Act also authorizes the United
States Mint to strike the silver du-
plicate medals that will be awarded
to the code talkers, or their family
member or personal representative.
In addition, it authorizes the bureau
to make available for sale to the pub-
lic three-inch and 1½-inch bronze rep-
licas of each medal.



US Army Men Captured DuringUS Army Men Captured DuringUS Army Men Captured DuringUS Army Men Captured DuringUS Army Men Captured During
the Korean War Were Not Paidthe Korean War Were Not Paidthe Korean War Were Not Paidthe Korean War Were Not Paidthe Korean War Were Not Paid
Combat Pay While a PrisonerCombat Pay While a PrisonerCombat Pay While a PrisonerCombat Pay While a PrisonerCombat Pay While a Prisoner
of War!of War!of War!of War!of War!

Two years after the Korean War be-
gan the Army made a change to its
regulations saying Army men cap-
tured would be paid Combat Pay for
only three months after capture. This
change was then dated 1 May, 1950,
which was before the Korean War
began.

Combat pay was $45.00 a month
during the Korean War. Men captured
in July, 1950, spent over 37 months
in Communist hell holes in North
Korea. They were not paid for 34
months of Combat Pay. This amounts
to $1530.00 for each soldier in that
particular group.

The death rate of American POWs
of the Korean War was higher than
any other war. For those captured
early in July 1950, (the Tiger Survi-
vors) the death rate was a stagger-
ing 58%.

The Defense Department has recog-
nized those men who died while a
Prisoner of War in Korea, and has
awarded a Purple Heart Medal to
each and every one of them. It is his-
toric that those men died under com-
bat conditions!

How can the Army and only the Army
still refuse to pay this past due Com-
bat Pay to former Prisoners of War
of the Korean War.

When the Korean War began the Army
deployed a little more than 500 men
(Task Force Smith) from Japan to
Korea. This included Medical and

news, cont’d...
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Artillery. This initial group was out
numbered more than 10 to 1. They
went into a  meat grinder. The United
States had no combat troops in Ko-
rea at that time. The 7th Infantry Divi-
sion had been pulled out of Korea
the year before.

Now we hear that the Korean War was
not a forgotten war. It must be
strongly stated that for all the Army
Prisoners of War held in North Ko-
rea, it is still a forgotten war.

We now see the POW flag flying be-
neath the American flag over our
capitol in Washington. We hear all the
talk of how the brass honors us. The
President has even sent a letter to
us telling of how grateful our coun-
try is for our honorable service.

It must be noted that the 21 turn-
coats who chose to turn their backs
on this country and who went to
China rather than return home, were
paid back pay for time spent as a
Prisoner of War in North Korea. They
were even allowed to come home
later on when they could not learn
Chinese or when they discovered that
system was not for them. How were
they punished? The answer is not at
all.

How were we honored? No Combat
Pay!

The Tiger Survivors has 61 men still
living. Will they be promoted to Glory
with this final chapter of the Korean
War not being written?

Senator Barbara Boxer of California
is concerned with this issue. She was
the Senator who caused the Purple
Heart Medal to be awarded to those
who died while a Prisoner of War
from December 7, 1941 to the
present and indeed into the future.

Shorty Estabrook
Tigeru1@verizon.net
POW North Korea 37 months and 13
days

members’
forum

These medals can be purchased at
the bureau’s online catalog,
www.usmint.gov/catalog.  The med-
als also can be purchased by calling
1-800-USA-MINT (872-6468).

The three-inch medals are priced at
$39.95 each, and the 1½-inch med-
als are priced at $6.95 each.

Food Stamps
About 900,000 veterans and 5,000
active duty troops received cuts in
their food stamp benefits 31 OCT as
$5 billion was automatically trimmed
from the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) program
for low-income families. “The
reduced benefit cut will reduce
SNAP benefits, which are already
modest, for all households by 7
percent on average, or about $10 per
person per month,” according to an
analysis by the Center for Budget and
Policy Priorities. “Nationwide, in any
given month, a total of 900,000
veterans nationwide lived in
households that relied on SNAP to
provide food for their families in
2011.

The SNAP program received a boost
under the 2009 Recovery Act, or
stimulus bill aimed at lifting the
nation out of recession, but that
temporary increase expired as
Congress continues to debate a new
farm bill which would separate farm
subsidies from food stamp benefits.
In addition to the 900,000 veterans,
the cut in SNAP benefits will impact
about 5,000 military families that
currently receive food stamps, mostly
from the junior enlisted ranks,
according to the Defense
Department. A Department of
Agriculture report last year showed
that more than 5,000 of the total of
48 million Americans receiving SNAP
benefits listed their employment
status as “active duty military,”
Pentagon officials said.

Korean War Ex-POWsKorean War Ex-POWsKorean War Ex-POWsKorean War Ex-POWsKorean War Ex-POWs
2014 Reunion2014 Reunion2014 Reunion2014 Reunion2014 Reunion

July 27 - Aug. 3, 2014July 27 - Aug. 3, 2014July 27 - Aug. 3, 2014July 27 - Aug. 3, 2014July 27 - Aug. 3, 2014
Louisville, KYLouisville, KYLouisville, KYLouisville, KYLouisville, KY
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Bracelets: Part II of II –

Until They Come Home
by Alice A. Booher

In Part I (November-December
2013 issue of the Bulletin), we dis-
cussed the origins of the POW/
MIA bracelet. The plain metal
or leather wristband origi-
nated with the Montagnards,
indigenous people of Viet-
nam, and many of these
original bracelets would
reach the U.S. gifted to the
wrists of soldiers. The brace-
let concept was translated
into a commemorative effort
to honor and remember the
POW/MIAs of the Vietnam
War: metal bracelets en-
graved with name, rank, ser-
vice branch, home state, date of
capture, worn by those at home
until the serviceperson or their
remains returned home. Al-
though 5,000,000 bracelets were
distributed from 1970-1976, and
a few POWs learned of the brace-
lets from new captives who had
worn them, the first actual sight-
ing was when released POWs
reached Clark Field, The Philip-
pines. In one instance, a rolled up
cardboard sign on which a brace-
let had been slipped remarkably
found its way through the bus
window of the man whose name
was on it, Giles R. Norrington.
Thus began an ongoing 60-year

phenomenon of returning the
bracelet to the person com-
memorated thereon. Some Viet-
nam veterans have worn one or
more buddy’s bracelet for de-

cades.

Myriad archives are
filled with touching and
extraordinary incidents
of these returns, mean-
ingful for both those giv-
ing and receiving the
bracelets. Every military
exhibit has a collection
such as those from Lt.
Col David Hatcher, USAF,
POW in Vietnam; and
Melissa Rathbun-Nealy
(Coleman), USA, POW in

Iraq in 1991, on display at the
Andersonville POW Museum, GA.

Virtually every former POW will
tell you of having the gratifying
experience of receiving a brace-
let and the associated warmth
from a person, heretofore un-
known, who had been thinking of
him or her during captivity.
Some POWs were not quite sure
what to do with the treasured re-
turned bracelets; others gave
them to institutions. Capt. Jerry
D. Driscoll, who decided to stay
in the Air Force after the Vietnam
War to fly jet fighters, wrote to
those who gave him their brace-
lets:

“It certainly is wonderful to
come home after so many

years to a great nation and
people. I want to thank you
and everyone who prayed
for me and my fellow
POW’s.

Since I’ve been home, I have
found out how much the
VIVA bracelets meant to so
many people. I still find it
hard to believe that so
many people wore them,
but it is proven everyday by
the many letters I have re-
ceived since coming home.

Because the bracelets have
meant so much to so many
people, I would like for ev-
eryone with “my” bracelet
to keep it to show that I was
“your” POW. As an example,
some bracelet wearers I
have met have put “my”
bracelet in plastic to per-
manently protect it. And it
will serve as a reminder to
continue praying for those
who have not returned. As
for those who have already
returned bracelets, I will
give them to the United
States Air Force Academy
to be used in a memorial
to those graduates who
didn’t return.”

After Vietnam, many POWs went
on after captivity to do commu-
nity based activities, including
politics. In that arena, many func-
tions were punctuated by some-
one quietly coming up and slip-
ping them a bracelet. Former
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POW, Texas Congressman Sam
Johnson estimated that in the
first years after homecoming, he
received thousands of bracelets,
but later, only one or two per year.
In October 2006, Johnson re-
ceived one more bracelet from
Paula Chambers, who was in
school with his kids during his
nearly 7 years of captivity.
Former POW Senator John McCain
has similarly received numerous
bracelets by mail or nestled into
a suit pocket on a campaign tour
bus.

Many POWs donated the returned
bracelets to one or another pro-
gram/project. The late Medal of
Honor wearer, Col George E. (Bud)
Day, donated the bulk of those
returned to him to two art
projects where they were fash-
ioned into POW statues.

Many civilians who wore the
bracelets remember the details
like their own. Bulletin Editor
Cheryl Cerbone treasures her
bracelet for Capt John William
Kennedy, USAF, born May 1, 1927,
from Arlington, VA, an aviator,
first listed as MIA, whose remains
came home in 1995 for burial in
Arlington Cemetery.

Former POW, Navy LCDR Paul Gal-
anti, now Director for Virginia on

Veterans Affairs, meets and
speaks to many veterans. At one
such AXPOW meeting in
Johnson City, TN, and dedica-
tion of a Huey Cobra aircraft for
Bristol’s fallen sons in August
2002, Paul was approached by a
woman who worked at City Hall
who handed him his bracelet she
had worn.

Dr. Thomas McNish, (Col, USAF
Ret), currently Chair of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Secretary’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Former POWs, recalls that
few bracelets were made in his
name due to some family res-
ervations about exploitation of
the names of the POWs. Tom
says he has only met one per-
son who wore his bracelet, the
daughter of a dying patient he
was caring for while he was in
medical school, and she recog-
nized his name from his white
coat.

Giles Norrington has had some
fascinating experiences with the
bracelet phenomena. At the
Nixon White House in 1973,
singer Vic Damone was serenad-
ing the returned POWs when he
stopped in the middle of the
show and said he wanted to re-
turn the bracelet worn for 2
years by his arranger’s daugh-
ter, to Giles. Over the next 6 de-
cades, there were many happy
returns. Then in March 2013,
two days before the 40th anniver-
sary of his release, Giles first
met Peggy (Byrne) Cornacchio at

a scholarship program in St. Au-
gustine, FL where Giles was key-
noter. Peggy was age 11 in 1971,
when she started wearing Giles’
bracelet. She rejoiced with her
folks at his release in 1973, and
then packed it away while she went
to college. Recently found in two
pieces in a keepsakes box, she
searched the internet for Giles and
found that he was scheduled to
soon speak in Florida. A local jew-
eler volunteered to fix the brace-
let free, and Peggy bought a plane
ticket for Jacksonville. At the
Chase-Rescorla Scholarship event,
Giles first received a mailed-in

item, a framed letter from
June Bruno and a bracelet.
Then Peggy stood up and
told her story as a Massachu-
setts 6th grader. A glowing ex-
ample of many such meet-
ings, national press coverage
was gracious, and 6 months
later, e-mails from both
Peggy and Giles recalled the
evening with gratitude, joy
and tears. Peggy articulated
what so many knew that
night, and before and since,
that a simple gesture by a

little kid let a soldier knew he was
not forgotten, bonded into “that we
all need to continue to tell the
story so that others will not for-
get the sacrifices that so many
have made”.

In some special circumstances,
from the cache of returned brace-
lets, a former POW might in turn
give one of those bracelets to
someone who had done something

bracelets, cont’d...
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special, as Giles Norrington did
for the chair of a salute to women
POWs in Washington, DC in March
1996, and for whom there could
have been no greater gift.

Following the popularity of the
Vietnam Era bracelets, a blue
enamel version was conceived to
remember the thousands of Ko-
rean War service personnel who
remained unaccounted for. A KIA
bracelet was also born to remem-
ber those who were killed in ac-
tion or died of causes related to
combat. With armed conflicts
such as Persian Gulf, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, the bracelet tradition
was yet again rejuvenated. The re-
newed interest occurred in both
civilian and military populations,
and the wearing bracelets ex-
panded to include POW/MIAs and
KIAs.

Since 1972, military members
have been permitted to wear a
bracelet for POW/MIA. However,
services’ uniform policies dif-
fered as to whether active duty
personnel could also wear KIA
bracelets bearing the names of
the fallen in Afghanistan, Iraq or
other combat zones. One com-
munity organizer for Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Veterans of America,
former Marine captain Timothy
Kudo, wears one for Staff Sgt
Javier Ortiz-Rivera, killed by a
Taliban bomb in Helmand Prov-
ince. At Ortiz-Rivera’s memorial
at Camp Lejuene, NC, his widow
gave out 70 of the black with
purple writing bracelets and
asked that they be worn in his
memory. In October 2011, a policy
change was announced by Marine
Commandant Gen. James Amos,
settling the debate and making it
unanimous for all services:
“We are acknowledging the close
personal nature of our 10 years

at war and the strong bonds of
fidelity that Marines have for one
another, especially for those fel-
low Marines who we have lost”.

Many Desert Storm service per-
sonnel and civilians wore brace-
lets throughout the many incar-
nations of status associated with
Capt. Michael Scott Speicher, USN,
shot down the first day of Opera-
tion Desert Storm, January 17,
1991. Speicher was the last ac-
counted for of 49 Americans
listed POW/MIA/KIA, with ulti-
mate conclusions taking a long
time, and a lot of people wore his
bracelet. When his remains were
finally identified, many wanted to
return the bracelets to his fam-
ily. With family overwhelmed,
the Military Affairs Office of the
City of Jacksonville, FL, under-
took collection and these brace-
lets were buried with his re-
mains. The Navy Casualty Assis-
tance Division, POW/MIA Branch
(N135C), in Millington, TN then
asked that the bracelets be sent
to them for his family with a let-
ter that would be forwarded as
long as they wished, or would be
retained there for periodic dis-
play. Some of the bracelet wear-
ers in the interim were his fellow
POWs. The same is true for cur-
rent POW Sgt Bowe Bergdahl, USA,
taken in June 2009 purportedly
by the Haqqani network, and for
whom thousands of bracelets
continue to be worn.

bracelets, cont’d... The bracelet wearing population
has ranged from hopeful 11 year
olds to Presidents and Generals.
Former Army Chief of Staff Gen.
George Casey wore a bracelet on
duty and in the official portrait
of him that was hung in the Pen-
tagon after his retirement in
Spring 2011, clearly showing the
name of Sgt. 1st Class Randall L.
Lamberson, who died in Iraq in
2006.

Anyone with a bracelet who would
like to get information on the in-
dividual whose name is on it,
may send a letter to Defense POW
Missing Persons Office, Attn: Pub-
lic Affairs, 2400 Defense, Penta-
gon, Washington, DC  20301-2400;
give the data and ask for current
status.

There is another group that con-
tinues to wear the bracelets with
somewhat more complicated
feelings and hopes: those folks
are the family members of those
remaining MIA/POW or KIA with-
out remains identified or re-
turned. Their bracelet wearing
somehow shares that experience
with the millions of others worn.

The tradition cited above is to
wear, then return, the bracelets
until the named individual
comes home. However, one ser-
vice website has interesting com-
ments from a civilian daughter:
 “I have a POW bracelet. I got it in
the early 70’s when I was in my
mid-20’s. The POW came home
but I could not bring myself to
give up the bracelet. It became
such a part of me that I couldn’t
mail it. I have it in the box with
my father’s AF wings” – just an
example of the impact these
small items have come to hold.
One former Vietnam POW calls it
the “miracle of the bracelets”.
They are certainly unique and ex-
traordinary wearable memorials.
It is quite simply “keeping the
faith” to wear them until they
come home, whenever that may
be.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
2014 National Convention

June 25 - June 28
Banquet, Saturday evening, June 28

Arlington Hilton
(817) 640-3322

2401 East Lamar  •  Arlington, Texas
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Our Hotel:Our Hotel:Our Hotel:Our Hotel:Our Hotel:
Hilton Hilton Hilton Hilton Hilton ArlingtonArlingtonArlingtonArlingtonArlington

2401 East Lamar Boulevard, Arlington, Texas 76006-7503
Tel: 1-817-640-3322, Fax: 1-817-633-1430
Room Rate $119 night/free airport shuttle/free parking
Hilton Arlington is located 10 miles south of DFW
Int’l Airport in the
entertainment district of Arlington.

Attractions:Attractions:Attractions:Attractions:Attractions:

Area attractions include Cowboys Stadium, Ranger Ballpark in Arlington,
Six Flags and the Arlington Convention Center. Situated in a suburban business area, the Hilton
Arlington is located within walking distance of many area restaurants.

AD Order Form
Page size is 8 ½ x 11/due date May 15, 2014

Black & White  Color
Full Page …..            $250              $500
Half Page…  .            $175             $300
Quarter Page…         $125
BusinessCard.            .$50

Name:____________________________________________

Organization: ______________________________

Address:__________________________________

City: ____________ _______State & Zip: _______
Telephone: _____________________

Ad Size: _______________________
Amount Enclosed $_______________
Checks Payable to:
AXPOW
Mail Form with Ad materials and check to:
National Headquarters, 3201 E. Pioneer Pkway,
Suite 40, Arlington, TX  76010

Short Agenda:

JUNE 25 WEDNESDAY
BOARD MEETING

JUNE 26 THURSDAY
OPENING CEREMONY
MEDSEARCH SEMINAR
TOURS

JUNE 27 FRIDAY
NSO TRAINING
CONVENTION CALL TO ORDER
COMMANDER’S RECEPTION

JUNE 28 SATURDAY
CONTINUE BUSINESS MEETINGS
NEW BOARD MEETING
BANQUET




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American Ex-Prisoners of WarAmerican Ex-Prisoners of WarAmerican Ex-Prisoners of WarAmerican Ex-Prisoners of WarAmerican Ex-Prisoners of War
Candidate for National OfficeCandidate for National OfficeCandidate for National OfficeCandidate for National OfficeCandidate for National Office

20142014201420142014

Candidate for office of:

Name:

Address: Telephone:

Member Chapter:

Military Service Organization (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines or civilian):

Date and Place of Capture:

Places of Internment:

Date and Place of Liberation:

Biography (Please attach, including picture):

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_

To be eligible to run for a national office,  a candidate must have been a member for theTo be eligible to run for a national office,  a candidate must have been a member for theTo be eligible to run for a national office,  a candidate must have been a member for theTo be eligible to run for a national office,  a candidate must have been a member for theTo be eligible to run for a national office,  a candidate must have been a member for the
3 previous years.3 previous years.3 previous years.3 previous years.3 previous years.

Submit  to: Submit  to: Submit  to: Submit  to: Submit  to: David Claypool, Chairman
PO Box 38
Hampton MN 55031
(612) 245-2247
claypool23@midco.net




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Your

Stories
Story of a Watch
During my interrogation after being
shot down over Ploesti in July 1944 ,
the interrogator took my watch.
Apart from worrying what was going
to happen to me next. I was con-
cerned about my watch. It had been
a gift from my parents the year be-
fore for my 21st birthday. I began to
whistle. I didn’t realize I was whis-
tling. Whistling in the dark I guess
Then I noticed that the interrogator
was motioning me to return to his
table.I was already frightened about
what the future might bring and now
I seemed to have done something the
interrogator didn’t like. When I got
to the table, my watch right there in
front of me He asked, “Do you know
the name of that song?” I had to stop
and think what I was whistling. I went
over it in my mind and realized what
it was. I answered, “Romanian Rhap-
sody”. Who wrote it he asked.
Georges Enesco I answered. I saw
that my answer pleased him so I
pointed to my watch. He then slid it
across the table to me. It is still work-
ing just fine.

It pays to know a little bit about
music.
True story.
John E. Lee
200 N. Maple Ave. #617
Falls Church, VA 22046

Grandpa
For Charles(Flash) Moening
by Evan Carr (ecarr008@gmail.com)

1.
I clench the war aftermath
That lingers the bold crevices
Of my grandpas face.
I’m curious, prying open my young

soul,
In an attempt to absorb
Every generous word,
Every line that carries a forever last-
ing wisdom.
I only ask to be half as humble as
him.
I turn around inside his memory.
Half a smile parts his lips,
His heart cautiously pokes
its head out.
his eyes trained to be alert,
prepared to retreat at any time.
He never really learned how to talk
about it.
We are startled by a flare of gunshots
that echo in the distance. He pulls a
grenade from
his pocket, examines, reflects, his fin-
ger
rests on the pin of a story few will
ever hear-

2.
What wage for three and a half years
of expending life
a prisoner of war. (an ocean away
from the ones you love).
What wage for waking to battle the
doubt of waking again.
What wage for crowded, pitch black,
under the floor boards of a Japanese
ship, 35 hours without sunlight,
passed around a rusted can for the
restroom. (didn’t crap for 18 days,
had a friend that went 25)
What wage for a tea cup of water
per day. a small bowl of rice, maybe
vegetable scraps, once a month
maybe a scrap bone with pork or
beef. Beriberi revealed your bones,
pellagra had wasted your soul. you
were surviving off the tangerine peels
you gathered from the floor. your
eyes were deteriorating from watch-
ing your friends starve to death. Be-
fore the war you weighed 168
pounds, when you came back home
you weighed 76 pounds.
What wage for the guard shouting
commands in Japanese, waiting for
the lack of response from the Ameri-
can prisoners, then punching their
blank faces square in the jaw, often
dropping the prisoners to the floor,
often followed by steel toe boots
denting the prisoners ribs. At the
Japanese took pride in dropping de-
fenseless men twice their size. Af-
terwards the Japs would boast with
broad chests and loudly laugh and

point and joke.
What wage? Earthquake, the ground
rumbling, undulating like ocean, you
injured your hip badly stepping on
the ground as it was coming up, Japa-
nese jumping in the sea.
What wage? B29’s dropping bombs
that fall from sky like rain, rock-
knots in the stomach (could explode
at any time). I can hear explosions
teeming his memory, the shock
trembles my bones.
What wage for the cold blood (of fel-
low soldiers, fellow prisoners, fellow
comrades) mixed with mud, it turns
the brown grass around the body to
seeping crimson (your armor is only
skin and only bones) button up the
cold soldiers coat.
What justice rests on the wrinkles of
his closed eyelids, sprawling flesh?
mystery decays the battered heart.

3.
August 15th, 1945:
“I think the good lord was
Looking out for me that day”
I was scheduled to work
All that day and night
I was exhausted and didn’t know
If I would be able to make it through.
I was relieved to find that
All the guards were nowhere to be
found,
American planes flew overhead
And dropped down food for us.
At that moment we were free-

4.
For years since, your reminiscent
eyes, thoughts, and heart have
wielded your agony into strength.
Pain is weakness leaving the body.
From this tragic experience you
gained the world, a sincere appre-
ciation for life. You never once lost
the desire to live. I admire your per-
severance; you encourage me to per-
severe in my own battles. When I hear
your story, I know there is nothing, I
mean nothing, I can’t defeat. I have
been blessed by your story and I want
your story to bless others.

I have learned that every soul has a
battle, every soul has a wound, every
soul has the opportunity to overcome
and prosper. The importance lies in
the journey. Grandpa, with all my
love, I appreciate you.



Please send donations to:
National Headquarters, 3201 East
Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40,
Arlington, TX 76010.

Checks must be made payable to
AXPOW or American Ex-Prisoners
of War You can also make a
donation with a credit card
(MasterCard or Visa). Just call 817-
649-2979. Thank you!

contributions
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The Legacy of your loveThe Legacy of your loveThe Legacy of your loveThe Legacy of your loveThe Legacy of your love
can live on after…can live on after…can live on after…can live on after…can live on after…

An important way you can help
ensure that the American Ex-Pris-
oners of War is always there for
returning POWs, their families
and their dependents is through
your will or living trust.

It’s very simple to make a be-
quest to the American Ex-Prison-
ers of War. Simply share this sen-
tence with your attorney or finan-
cial planner and they can add the
following to your will or living
trust:

“I give, devise and bequeath to the
American Ex-Prisoners of War,
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40,
Arlington, TX 76010, the sum of
$_______ or ______percent of the
rest, residue and remainder of
my estate.”

Please take a few minutes of your
time to help.

GENERAL FUNDGENERAL FUNDGENERAL FUNDGENERAL FUNDGENERAL FUND
In memory of Charles “Chuck”
Hartney, by Sally Morgan
In memory of Dorothy Mullany,
by James Mullany
In memory of Friederiche
“Fritzi” Blaney, by Charles
Blaney
In memory of Kenneth
Porwoll, by Richard Carroll
In memory of Howard Kushner,
by ACCES-VR of the NY State
Education Dept.
In memory of Irene Scaglione,
by Joseph Scaglione
In memory of Joe Schultis, by
Marvin & Josephine Roslansky
In memory of Kenneth Porwoll,
by Perky Burke
In memory of Lew Sleeper, by
Phyllis Dirksen
In memory of Rudy H Johnson,
by Ruby Johnson
In memory of Truett Ford, by
Accent Graphics
In memory of Violet Horn, by
Bayard Horn

BULLETINBULLETINBULLETINBULLETINBULLETIN
Gladys Rask, Woodbridge NJ

VOLUNTARY FUNDINGVOLUNTARY FUNDINGVOLUNTARY FUNDINGVOLUNTARY FUNDINGVOLUNTARY FUNDING
In honor of Sally, Clydie & Mar-
sha, by Frank & Anne Kravetz
Ben & Lila Nienart, Lafayette NJ
Caesar Ricciardi, Wynnewood PA
Charles Balaza, Yardville NJ
David Goldsein, Westfield NJ
David Goldstein, Westfield NJU
Ernest Poulson, Salt Lake City UT
George Sheehan, Bay Shore NY
George W Strong, Bremerton WA
Herman Streitburger, Bedford
MA
Horace Hosbach, Morton PA
Howard Sabin, Longboat Key FL
Irving Lautman, Monroe Town-
ship NJ
June Walker, Cincinnati OH
Phyllis Holter Dunn, Lee’s Sum-
mit MO
Raymond Capone, Pittsburgh PA
Richard Lockhart, Chicago IL
Ruth Dorman, LaCrosse WI
Tacoma Chapter
Bernard Pavlik, Lehighton PA

2014
National Convention
in Arlngton, Texas

June 25-28
Bring the kids...bring the

grandkids...there is plenty to
do and plenty to see!

Living & Giving
Whatever you give

 away today
or think or say or do

will multiply about ten fold
and then return to you

It may not come immediately
nor from the obvious source

but the law applies
unfailingly,through some

invisible source

Whatever you feel about
another be it love or hate or
passion will surely bounce
right back to you in some
clear (or secret) fashion

If you speak about some
person a word of praise

or two
soon, tens of other people

will speak kind words of you.

Our thoughts are broadcasts
of the soul,

not secrets of the brain
Kind ones bring us happiness

petty ones, untold pain

Giving works as surely as
reflections in a mirror

If hate you send, hate you’ll
get back but loving brings

love nearer

Remember as you start this
day and duty crowds your

mind that kindness comes so
quickly back to those who

first are kind

Let that thought and this
one direct us

through each day
The only things we ever keep
are the things we give away.

~Author Anonymous



National Headquarters
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010;
(817) 649-2979

new members

New MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew MembersNew Members
“Welcome Home”“Welcome Home”“Welcome Home”“Welcome Home”“Welcome Home”

Terry M Geloneck
Jane B
Montgomery AL
USAF 744 BS 43 Strat Wing
Hanoi Hilton, The Zoo 12/20/
72 to 2/12/73

Andrea Fisher
Sherwood AR
Granddaughter of Austin L
Knapp, ETO

Suitable for framing, this
certificate of captivity,
printed on 8½” x 11”
quality paper, proudly
displays your history as
a prisoner of war. Each
certificate background is
personalized to the
theater of operation.  To
receive this certificate
from AXPOW, please
order from National
Headquarters. If you are
ordering at Convention,
you can place your order
in the Merchandise Room.
We will need your name,
service number, branch of
service, unit when
captured, POW number (if
known), camp names and
locations. You can call
817-649-2979 or email:
axpow76010@yahoo.com.
You may include a
picture with your order.
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Certificate of Captivity

Raymond F Hamel Jr
Wellesley MA
Son of Raymond F Hamel, ETO

Fran Treski Pitts
F Lee
Columbia SC
Daughter of Edward S Treski,
PAC



taps
 Please submit taps notices to:

Cheryl Cerbone, 23 Cove View Drive, South Yarmouth, MA  02664
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ALBERT, LorenzoALBERT, LorenzoALBERT, LorenzoALBERT, LorenzoALBERT, Lorenzo, member of
the Brooklyn Key Chapter passed
away May 2013 at the age of 89.
He was captured while serving
with the 106th Inf. Div., 590th AB
HQ Battery. He as held in 12A, 3B,
3A, 4B until liberation. Survivors
include his wife, Josephine, 1 son
and 1 daughter.

BARRETT, William G.BARRETT, William G.BARRETT, William G.BARRETT, William G.BARRETT, William G., of
Osterville, MA died Aug. 17, 2013.
He was captured in France while
serving with the 151st Inf., CO I.
He was the loving husband of 63
years to Ruth, 2 daughters, 1 son,
3 grandchildren, 1 great-grand-
child, 1 brother and 1 sister. Both
he and Ruth were life members
of AXPOW.

BLANEY, Friedericke HermineBLANEY, Friedericke HermineBLANEY, Friedericke HermineBLANEY, Friedericke HermineBLANEY, Friedericke Hermine
“Fritzie”“Fritzie”“Fritzie”“Fritzie”“Fritzie”, of Colorado Springs,
CO, died Oct. 10, 2013. She was the
beloved wife of ex-POW Charles
(8th AF, 448th BG, 20th wing; Luft 1).
In addition to her husband, she
leaves 1 grandson, and 1 niece.
She will be missed by all who
knew her.

BOWYER, “Wren” EdwinBOWYER, “Wren” EdwinBOWYER, “Wren” EdwinBOWYER, “Wren” EdwinBOWYER, “Wren” Edwin, of
Oceanside, CA died Aug. 27, 2013.
He served with the 15th AF, 461st

BG, 767th BS during WWII. He was
shot down on his 50th mission;
held in Luft 1.  He was a member
of the Vista Group of the San Di-
ego POW Chapter.

BRAEUNIG, Ewald ChristianBRAEUNIG, Ewald ChristianBRAEUNIG, Ewald ChristianBRAEUNIG, Ewald ChristianBRAEUNIG, Ewald Christian
“Chris”“Chris”“Chris”“Chris”“Chris” of El Cajon, CA passed
away Sept. 7, 2013. During WWII,
he served with the 8th AF, 446th BG,
704th BS.  He was shot down, cap-
tured and held in Stalag Luft III
until liberation.

BUCHER, Rose DoloresBUCHER, Rose DoloresBUCHER, Rose DoloresBUCHER, Rose DoloresBUCHER, Rose Dolores, of
Poway, CA died Sept. 8, 2013. She
was 87 and the widow of ex-POW
Captain Pete Bucher of the USS

Pueblo. She was a tireless worker
for the release of Pete and the
crew. She is survived by 1 son and
3 grandchildren.

CAPE, JackCAPE, JackCAPE, JackCAPE, JackCAPE, Jack, 93, of Lawton, OK
died October 3, 2013. He joined
the Army and was assigned to the
Philippines. After Pearl Harbor, he
was moved to Bataan and, in
April, became a part of the Death
March. He was held in O’Donnell,
Cabanatuan, Las Pinas, Bilibid and
Sendai #6. Jack was a life mem-
ber of AXPOW and ADBC. He is
survived by 2 nieces, 3 nephews,
and several great-nieces and -
nephews.

CILESTIO, LawrenceCILESTIO, LawrenceCILESTIO, LawrenceCILESTIO, LawrenceCILESTIO, Lawrence, passed
away June 1, 2013. He was cap-
tured while serving with the 15th

AF,  350th BG, 723rd BS; he was held
in Stalag 7A. Larry was the leader
of the Vista POW Group that was
related to the San Diego POW
Chapter. He was a dedicated per-
son and worked hard to inform
the community of the Veterans
who lived there.

COLONNESE, Frank P. Jr.COLONNESE, Frank P. Jr.COLONNESE, Frank P. Jr.COLONNESE, Frank P. Jr.COLONNESE, Frank P. Jr., of
Miami Beach, FL died March 31,
2013 at the age of 91. He served
in the USA, 137th Inf., 35th Div., CO
H during WWII; he was captured
in Germany and held until libera-
tion. Frank was former com-
mander of the Manasota Chapter,
AXPOW, current member of the
Gold Coast Chapter. He is sur-
vived by 6 children, 11 grandchil-
dren, 2 great-grandchildren and
many nieces, nephews and
friends.

CWIEK, Norma,CWIEK, Norma,CWIEK, Norma,CWIEK, Norma,CWIEK, Norma, died Mar. 25,
2013. She was the wife of ex-POW
Mitchell Cwiek; both were mem-
bers of the Oceanside POW
Group, AXPOW.

ERICKSON, Nils A.,ERICKSON, Nils A.,ERICKSON, Nils A.,ERICKSON, Nils A.,ERICKSON, Nils A., of New Brit-
ain, CT passed away Oct. 9, 2013
at the age of 91. He served in the
Army during WWII; 80th Inf., Div.,
318th, CO H. He was captured in
France and held in Stalag VIIA.
Survivors include his wife of 64
years, Anne, 2 sons, 4 grandchil-
dren and 5 great-grandchildren.

FINK, Robert L. Sr.FINK, Robert L. Sr.FINK, Robert L. Sr.FINK, Robert L. Sr.FINK, Robert L. Sr., 93, of
Austintown passed away Oct. 4,
2013. He served with the 20th AF,
505th BG; he was shot down over
Tokyo and held until liberation.
Robert was a member of the
Mahoning Valley Chapter, AXPOW.
He leaves 2 daughters, 2 sons, 11
grandchildren and 8 great-grand-
children.

FISHER, Robert W.FISHER, Robert W.FISHER, Robert W.FISHER, Robert W.FISHER, Robert W., 90, of Lenoir
City, TN died Oct. 16, 2013. He was
captured while serving in the
Army during WWII. Bob was past
commander for the Dept. of
Florida, AXPOW. He is survived by
his wife of 28 years, Lorraine, 5
sons, 2 daughters, 1 brother, 1
sister, 17 grandchildren and 26
great-grandchildren.

GARNER, Eldon JewelGARNER, Eldon JewelGARNER, Eldon JewelGARNER, Eldon JewelGARNER, Eldon Jewell, of
Haltom City, Texas, died Oct. 12,
2013. He served with the 168th Inf.
Div., Medical Corps, and was held
in Stalags 3A and 7B. A member
of the Fort Worth Chapter, he was
an AXPOW life member since
1984. He is survived by his wife
of 68 years, Pauline.

HARTNEY, Charles WHARTNEY, Charles WHARTNEY, Charles WHARTNEY, Charles WHARTNEY, Charles W, of
Wichita Falls , Texas , died Octo-
ber 23, 2013.  “Chuck” served our
country proudly for 24 years in
the United States Air Force. Dur-
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taps cont’d...
.
ing his military career, he flew
combat in Europe and Korea , was
shot down in Germany on 32nd
mission, and was taken as a POW
for nine months during WWII.
Chuck served on the chapter and
state levels, and served several
years on the  National level at
Conventions as National Direc-
tor and National Sergeant-at-
Arms. He is survived by his wife
of 48 years, Audivee “Audie”, both
AXPOW life members since
1975.  

HELMS, Joseph Eugene,HELMS, Joseph Eugene,HELMS, Joseph Eugene,HELMS, Joseph Eugene,HELMS, Joseph Eugene, of Mem-
phis, TN passed away Nov. 9,
2012. He was 93. Gene was cap-
tured while serving with the
USAAF during WWII. He leaves his
wife of 67 years, Katherine, 1 son,
3 grandchildren and 7 great-
grandchildren and their families.

JOHNSON, Rudy H.JOHNSON, Rudy H.JOHNSON, Rudy H.JOHNSON, Rudy H.JOHNSON, Rudy H., of Aitkin,
MN passed away Sept. 13, 2013 at
the age of 92. During WWII he was
captured while serving with the
8th AF, 338th BG. He was shot down,
captured, force-marched and
held in Luft III. He was a member
of AXPOW. He is survived by his
wife, Ruby, 5 daughters, 10 grand-
children and a number of great-
grandchildren.

KEENAN, Alouise,KEENAN, Alouise,KEENAN, Alouise,KEENAN, Alouise,KEENAN, Alouise, of Old Lyme,
CT died Aug. 21, 2013. She was the
beloved wife of James G “Tim”
(513th Prcht., 17th AB Div, 12A, 9B).
“She made my life better. She will
be missed by everyone who knew
her.”

KREGG, David H,KREGG, David H,KREGG, David H,KREGG, David H,KREGG, David H, of San Diego,
CA died Oct. 19, 2013. He was in
the 327th Field Artillery in Ger-
many and taken prisoner on the
9th of April 1945 and Liberated on
the 10th of April.

MASOOMIAN, Zaven NoobarMASOOMIAN, Zaven NoobarMASOOMIAN, Zaven NoobarMASOOMIAN, Zaven NoobarMASOOMIAN, Zaven Noobar
“Doc”“Doc”“Doc”“Doc”“Doc”, of Plano, TX passed away
Oct. 11, 2013. During WWII, he
served with the 8th AF, 401st BG,
615th BS, flying out of England. He
was shot down, captured and held
in Stalag Luft I, Barth until libera-
tion. Doc was an active member
and past commander of the
North Central Texas Chapter, AX-
POW. He is survived by 2 sons, 2
daughters, 6 grandchildren and
numerous nieces and nephews.

MASKO, JohnMASKO, JohnMASKO, JohnMASKO, JohnMASKO, John, of Bristol, PA, died
February 10, 2013. John served in
the 109th  FA, 28th  Div. After cap-
ture, he was held in Stalag 9B, An
AXPOW life member since 1988,
he was a member of the Liberty
Bell Chapter, He is survived by
his wife, Mary Jane.

MASSEY, Hazel VMASSEY, Hazel VMASSEY, Hazel VMASSEY, Hazel VMASSEY, Hazel V., of Remlap, AL
passed away Nov. 11, 2013. She
was the wife of Joseph A. Massey
for 65 years.  He was in the 106th

Inf. Div., 422nd, C Company. She
is survived by her husband Jo-
seph, 1 son, 1 daughter, 2 grand-
children and 4 great-grandchil-
dren.

MEFFE, Angelo John “Butch”MEFFE, Angelo John “Butch”MEFFE, Angelo John “Butch”MEFFE, Angelo John “Butch”MEFFE, Angelo John “Butch”, of
Fairmont, WV died Oct. 17, 2013.
He was 93. He was captured in the
Battle of Kasserine Pass while
serving with the 805th Tank De-
stroyer Btn, 1st Armored Div. He
was held in Germany until libera-
tion. Butch was an active mem-
ber of the Barbed Wire Mountain-
eer Chapter #1, AXPOW. He leaves
his loving wife of 61 years, Mary
Rose, 2 sons, 2 daughters, 8
grandchildren, 1 great-grandchil-
dren, 1 sister and numerous ex-
tended family.

MEYER, PhyllisMEYER, PhyllisMEYER, PhyllisMEYER, PhyllisMEYER, Phyllis, 86, of Belfair,
WA, charter member of the
Kitsap Chapter and long-time
member of the Christmas Town
Chapter, AXPOW died Oct. 26,
2013. She was past commander
for the Dept. of Washington. For
67 years, she was the wife of Bob
Meyer (28th Div., captured in the
Battle of the Bulge). In addition

to her husband, she is survived
by 3 children and 2 grandchil-
dren.

MOATS, Helen LouiseMOATS, Helen LouiseMOATS, Helen LouiseMOATS, Helen LouiseMOATS, Helen Louise, 89, of
Grafton, WV passed away Oct. 24,
2013. Her husband, ex-POW Paul,
passed away in 1991. She was a
member of the Barbed Wire
Mountaineer Chapter #1, AXPOW.
Survivors include 1 son, 1 daugh-
ter, 8 grandchildren, 6 great-
grandchildren and 2 sisters and
their families.

NOBLE, GloriaNOBLE, GloriaNOBLE, GloriaNOBLE, GloriaNOBLE, Gloria, of Quincy, MA
died Oct. 1, 2013. She was a com-
mitted volunteer and supporter
of her community; she and her
husband were very active in AX-
POW; she was devoted to her fam-
ily.  She is survived by her hus-
band of 63 years, Robert; she also
leaves 3 daughters, 1 son, 10
grandchildren, 9 great-grandchil-
dren and a large and loving ex-
tended family.

PETERSON, Keith APETERSON, Keith APETERSON, Keith APETERSON, Keith APETERSON, Keith A, passed away
in Nov. 2013.  He was a crewman
on a B-24 with the 8th AF,  489 BG,
71st BS. His plane was shot down,
he was captured and held in Stalag
Luft IV and the winter march
across Germany.

PLATTENBURGER, ArchiePLATTENBURGER, ArchiePLATTENBURGER, ArchiePLATTENBURGER, ArchiePLATTENBURGER, Archie
“Bob”“Bob”“Bob”“Bob”“Bob”, of Indian Land, SC died
Oct. 2, 2013. He was captured in
the Battle of the Bulge and held
until liberation. Both Bob and his
wife were active members of the
Catawba Chapter, AXPOW. Surviv-
ing are his wife, Mary, 3 sons, 3
daughters, 2 brothers, 1 sister, 9
grandchildren, 8 great-grandchil-
dren and 3 great-great-grandchil-
dren.

PLOTTS, Donna MyersPLOTTS, Donna MyersPLOTTS, Donna MyersPLOTTS, Donna MyersPLOTTS, Donna Myers, of Grove
City, Ohio, died Nov. 15, 2013. She
was the widow of Elmoyne Plotts
who was a prisoner in 7A.

PORWOLL, Kenneth JPORWOLL, Kenneth JPORWOLL, Kenneth JPORWOLL, Kenneth JPORWOLL, Kenneth J., of
Roseville, MN passed away Nov.
11, 2013 at age 93. He was cap-
tured while serving in the Philip-
pines with CO A, 194th Tank Btn.;
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taps cont’d...
he survived the Bataan Death
March and 3 ½ years of captivity.
In 2004, President Bush presented
Ken with the USA Freedom Corps
Volunteer Award for almost 5,000
hours at the Minneapolis VA Hos-
pital. Ken leaves his wife, Mary
Ellen, 9 children and their fami-
lies.

PRUSSMAN, William NealPRUSSMAN, William NealPRUSSMAN, William NealPRUSSMAN, William NealPRUSSMAN, William Neal of
Haxtun, CO passed away Sept. 23,
2013. He was 93. During WWII, he
served with the 330th Inf., 83rd Div.
After capture, he was held in 12A,
4A, 4B. Neal was a life member of
AXPOW and former member of
the Northeast Colorado Chapter.
His wife of 72 years, Virginia, 1
son, 2 daughters, 4 grandchildren,
4 great-grandchildren, 2 sisters
and 1 brother survive him.

ROLAND, Jack C,ROLAND, Jack C,ROLAND, Jack C,ROLAND, Jack C,ROLAND, Jack C, died Aug. 23,
2013.  He was captured while serv-
ing as a paratrooper; he was on a
forced march to Stalag 7A. He was
the “gofer” for the San Diego POW
Chapter; providing coffee, do-
nuts, Red Caps with AXPOW insig-
nia, special caps for officers, and
through his relations with the
VFW arranged annual Dinners for
the SD Chapter. His collection of
German uniforms, guns and para-
phernalia is housed in the VA
Regional Office museum. Survi-
vors include 1 daughter.

SCHROSKI, George F.SCHROSKI, George F.SCHROSKI, George F.SCHROSKI, George F.SCHROSKI, George F., of Lake
Ronkonkoma, NY passed away
Sept. 6, 2013. During WWII, he
served with the 45th Div; he was
captured in Germany and was a
POW for 13 months. He is sur-
vived by 1 daughter and 2 grand-
daughters.

STEEN, Walter McRufusSTEEN, Walter McRufusSTEEN, Walter McRufusSTEEN, Walter McRufusSTEEN, Walter McRufus, of
Chester, SC passed away Oct. 5,
2013. He was 91. Walter was cap-
tured while serving in the Army
during WWII; he was held 15
months until liberation. He
leaves 1 daughter, 1 son, 4 grand-

children, 8 great-grandchildren, 1
brother and numerous extended
family.

STEERE, Robert LSTEERE, Robert LSTEERE, Robert LSTEERE, Robert LSTEERE, Robert L., 93, of
Jamestown, NY died April 29,
2013. He served in the 106th Inf.
and was captured in the Battle of
the Bulge. He was held in 9A and
9B. Bob was a life member of AX-
POW and member of the local
chapter. He is survived by his wife
of 65 years, Phyllis, 6 daughters
and several grandchildren.

STRUHAR, LethaSTRUHAR, LethaSTRUHAR, LethaSTRUHAR, LethaSTRUHAR, Letha, of Santee, CA
died Oct. 20, 2013. She was the
widow of ex-POW August “Gub”
Struhar,  Army Air Corps. They
were members of the San Diego
POW Chapter.

TATMAN, Carl JohnTATMAN, Carl JohnTATMAN, Carl JohnTATMAN, Carl JohnTATMAN, Carl John, of Racine,
WI passed away Aug. 14, 2013. He
was 90. He proudly served his
country in the US Army; he was
captured in the Battle of the Bulge
and held until liberation. Carl is
survived by his wife of 62 years,
Dolores, 3 daughters, 1 son, 4
grandchildren and 1 great-grand-
child.

TURNER, HoustonTURNER, HoustonTURNER, HoustonTURNER, HoustonTURNER, Houston, of West
Hills, CA died Nov. 9, 2013. Dur-
ing WWII, he was captured on
Bataan April 9, 1942. He spent 3
½ years as a POW. Houston was a
member and officer of the San
Fernando Chapter, AXPOW. Survi-
vors include his wife, Georgia, 2
son, 5 grandchildren and many
good friends.

UNGER, Florance MUNGER, Florance MUNGER, Florance MUNGER, Florance MUNGER, Florance M., of
Loveland, CO passed away Oct. 17,
2013. She was 89. Florance was the
widow of ex-POW Allen (USAAC,
739th BS, 454th BG, Vienna, 7A, Ba-
varia). She was a life member of
AXPOW and the former North-
east Colorado Chapter. She leaves
1 daughter, 2 granddaughters and
1 great-grandson.

WOODEN, Meryle LyleWOODEN, Meryle LyleWOODEN, Meryle LyleWOODEN, Meryle LyleWOODEN, Meryle Lyle of West
Line, MO passed away Sept. 21,
2013. He was 87After graduation,

Meryle proudly served in the AAF,
759th BS, 459th BG during WWII.
During his service he was cap-
tured and held in a POW camp in
Moosburg, Germany. His wife pre-
ceded him in death.  He also was
a member of the Heart of
America EX-POW Chapter. He is
survived by two sons, two daugh-
ters, one brother, a special aunt,
eight grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren.

WRIGHT, Dennis LeoWRIGHT, Dennis LeoWRIGHT, Dennis LeoWRIGHT, Dennis LeoWRIGHT, Dennis Leo,  89 ,  of
Lawson, MO, passed away October
4, 2013. He was a WWII veteran
and a prisoner of war, captured
at the Battle of the Bulge. He was
a life member of the American
Ex-Prisoners of War. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife and two
sons. He leaves behind his two
sons and two daughters, one
brother, a brother-in-law, many
grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews, and his
dog, Baxter.

WRIGHT, Flora MyrtleWRIGHT, Flora MyrtleWRIGHT, Flora MyrtleWRIGHT, Flora MyrtleWRIGHT, Flora Myrtle, of San
Antonio, TX died Nov. 22, 2013.
She was the widow of ex-POW
Leon B. (2B) and was a member of
the San Antonio Chapter, AXPOW.
1 daughter, 2 grandson, 2 sisters
and their families, and numerous
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends. Flora loved life and will
be missed by all.

ZAK, George KZAK, George KZAK, George KZAK, George KZAK, George K.,  member of
Company M, 422nd Regiment, 106th

Infantry Division (Golden Lions)
of the US Army passed away Sept.
20, 2013.  He was captured dur-
ing the Battle of the Bulge
and held at Stalag IV-B.  Stalag
IV-B was reached first by the So-
viet Army from whom he escaped
in May, 1945.  He leaves four chil-
dren, five grandchildren, and
many friends.  He was an active
member of the Stalag IV-B
Association, the 106th Infantry
Division Association.
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As I write this we are in the midst
of the Holiday Season.  However,
by the time you read this, we will
be beyond Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas, Hanukah and New Year’s.  It
is possible, as you read this you
will have forgotten your New
Year’s resolutions. (If you made
any)

New Year’s resolutions are usu-
ally efforts we make to better
ourselves.  While the Bible does
not speak of New Year’s resolu-
tions it does speak of starting
over, literally, turning from
wrong doing to God and right do-
ing.  II Chronicles 7:14 (If my
people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves,
and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven and
will forgive their sin and will heal
their land.)  although this verse
was written for the Israelites, you
don’t have to be an Israelite to
receive the promise of this verse
because anyone who trusts God
is a part of “my people”.

Being a part of God’s people
means leaving behind our sinful
ways and making a new resolu-
tion to trust God (“seek my face”)
and to live a better life (“turn
from their wicked way”).  This re-
sults in “hearing from heaven”  In

short God acts (or moves) to for-
give those things we have done
wrong, and “heals our land.”

Americans have three favorite
pastimes, complaining about our
jobs, complaining about other
people and complaining about
our government.  The solution to
all three problems are simple.
For jobs, seek another, for people,
tolerance and understanding are
needed, for our government ev-
ery citizen needs to trust God so
He will “heal our land.”

So the question can be logically
asked, “Are you complaining or
are you trusting?

My closing scripture is I Timo-
thy 2:1-3.  Verse one plainly states

“prayers …for all men” and Verse
two specifies our rulers “and for
all that are in authority”, in mod-
ern English, everyone in our gov-
ernment.  Verse three states
“good thing to do” and I would
like to make this prayer for the
New Year.  Father in Heaven, Great
God of Mercy, Forgive what we
have done amiss and bless our ef-
forts to do rightly and to better
ourselves in this coming year.
Bless our jobs, our fellow citi-
zens, and our government.  In
Christ’s  name.  Amen      Happy

New Year.

62 Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron
Reaper Aircraft Maintenance Unit

This flag was flown in combat over the  skies of Afghanistan on
19 September 2013,

carried by an MQ-9 (Tail Number 4023) Reaper in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom

In honor of  American Ex-Prisoners of War
We present this certificate on behalf of the men and women of

the 62nd ERS and Reaper AMV

Received from Melanie Buchanan, served for 18 years ,
5 deployments, will be deployed again in February 2014.

The pictured plaque was received on behalf of AXPOW by member
Debbie Lyon, of Rowlett, TX. Debbie has been sending “care boxes”
to Melanie to share with
her unit.

Debbie received a flag
from them last year (and
displayed it at the National
Convention).

The unit wanted to do
something special for the
former POWs, so they
chose to fly a flag in their
honor on POW/MIA day,
Sept 19. There is a hand-
written note on the
“strapping” of the flag,
thanking the former POWs
for their service and
sacrifices made.
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ALL CHECKS MUST BE MADE PAYABLE TO

AXPOW  OR  AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR



Ex-POW Bulletin
Jan/Feb 2014

3838383838

 American Ex-Prisoners of War



50/50 drawing50/50 drawing50/50 drawing50/50 drawing50/50 drawing
November 2013 Arlington, TXNovember 2013 Arlington, TXNovember 2013 Arlington, TXNovember 2013 Arlington, TXNovember 2013 Arlington, TX

1st Place1st Place1st Place1st Place1st Place Adene Miles, MS $241.40$241.40$241.40$241.40$241.40
2nd Place2nd Place2nd Place2nd Place2nd Place Skip Moore $181.05$181.05$181.05$181.05$181.05

donated back to organization
3rd Place3rd Place3rd Place3rd Place3rd Place Velma Wilson $120.70$120.70$120.70$120.70$120.70
4th Place4th Place4th Place4th Place4th Place Alice Gollin $  60.35$  60.35$  60.35$  60.35$  60.35

These drawings help raise money needed for our
operating expenses. They allow our members
to participate in a very worthwhile project, while
giving them a chance to win. 50% of the dona-
tions will be given to the General Fund and the
other 50% are awarded as prizes. The amounts
are determined after all donations are received.
You do not have to be present to win. Please
make copies of the tickets on the other side and
offer them to your Chapter members, family
and friends. We are asking $5.00 for 6 tickets.
These donations are not tax deductible. Fill out
the tickets and send them and your donations
to:
National Headquarters ~ 50/50 DrawingNational Headquarters ~ 50/50 DrawingNational Headquarters ~ 50/50 DrawingNational Headquarters ~ 50/50 DrawingNational Headquarters ~ 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #403201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #403201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #403201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #403201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396Arlington, TX 76010-5396Arlington, TX 76010-5396Arlington, TX 76010-5396Arlington, TX 76010-5396
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The 106th Infantry
Division Association

Organized at
Camp Lucky Strike 1945 active

since 1946

If you are a former 106th Infantry Division vet, were
attached to the 106th,a relative of a 106th veteran, you

are eligible for membership in the Association.

The CUB Magazine is published three times
per year. Published since 1946.

Annual Reunions held yearly since 1947.

Jacquelyn Martin, Membership Chairman
121 McGregor Ave.

Mount Arlington, N.J. 07856
973-663-2410

E-mail: jsc164@aol.com

request forrequest forrequest forrequest forrequest for
membership applicationmembership applicationmembership applicationmembership applicationmembership application
American Ex-PrisonersAmerican Ex-PrisonersAmerican Ex-PrisonersAmerican Ex-PrisonersAmerican Ex-Prisoners

of Warof Warof Warof Warof War

Name: ________________________________
Address:_______________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________

Membership is open to US Military and Civilians
captured because of their US citizenship and their

families.

Do NOT send dues with this request for anDo NOT send dues with this request for anDo NOT send dues with this request for anDo NOT send dues with this request for anDo NOT send dues with this request for an
applicationapplicationapplicationapplicationapplication

Mail to:Mail to:Mail to:Mail to:Mail to:
American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, #40
Arlington, TX 76010-5936
(817) 649-2979 voice
(817)649-0109 fax
e-mail:HQ@axpow.org

TERRY
Terry Wadsworth Warne

The Inspiring Story of
a Little Girl’s Survival
as a POW in the Philip-

pines During WWII.

- Life was sweet on
the pineapple plantation
until the war started.
- Gen. Douglas
MacArthur, Pres. Manuel
Quezon and their
families hid in Terry’s
remote home while
escaping to Australia.

- Terry and her parents hid in the jungle
until finally surrendering when the army
surrendered on May 10, 1942.

- Interned in Impalutao, Davao, and Santo
Tomas.

- Twice transported in the holds of
Japanese ships.

Available on the internet:

Amazon, Barnes&Noble and e-books.



American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing

PLEASE PRINT
Name:_______________________Telephone: (    )_______

Address:_________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________

Here is my donation  of  $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.

Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not  tax deduct-
ible. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support. (6/14)

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing
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Name:_______________________Telephone: (    )_______

Address:_________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________
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Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.

Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not  tax deduct-
ible. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required  to enter.
Thank you for your support. (6/14)

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing

PLEASE PRINT
Name:_______________________Telephone: (    )_______

Address:_________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________
Here is my donation  of  $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.

Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not  tax deduct-
ible. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.

Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing

PLEASE PRINT
Name:______________________Telephone: (    )_______

Address:________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________

Here is my donation  of  $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.

Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not  tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support. (6/14)

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing

PLEASE PRINT
Name:_______________________Telephone: (    )_______

Address:________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________

Here is my donation  of  $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.

Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not  tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required  to enter.
Thank you for your support. (6/14)

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing

PLEASE PRINT
Name:_______________________Telephone: (    )_______

Address:________________________________________

City/State/Zip:____________________________________
Here is my donation  of  $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.

Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not  tax deductible.
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support. (6/14)Ex-POW Bulletin

Jan/Feb 2014

4040404040

      (6/14)



Ex-POW Bulletin
Jan/Feb 2014

4141414141

  AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
VOLUNTARY FUNDING PROGRAM

The AXPOW Voluntary Giving Program parallels that of other VSOs,  whereby the entire
membership, including life members, is given the opportunity to contribute to the operation

of our organization, based on ability and willingness to contribute.

All contributions are to be sent directly to National Headquarters to be used for the
operation of the organization. A complete accounting of contributors will appear in the

Bulletin each issue.

I am enclosing my contribution to support the operation of the American Ex-Prisoners of War.

$20.00$20.00$20.00$20.00$20.00 $30.00$30.00$30.00$30.00$30.00 $40.00$40.00$40.00$40.00$40.00 $50.00$50.00$50.00$50.00$50.00 $100.00$100.00$100.00$100.00$100.00 OtherOtherOtherOtherOther

Please circle one category:

Individual  Chapter                           State Department
(If chapter or department, please give name)

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone #

Please make checks payable to
American Ex-Prisoners of War - Voluntary Funding

Mail contributions to:
National Headquarters

American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40

Arlington, TX  76010



AXPOW Vest Order Form
(For members only)
Name_____________________________________________________

Address________________________________

City, State, Zip  _________________________

Size (Men/coat, Women/chest measurement)
___________________

Long, Regular or Short__________________

Name on front of vest
_____________________________________

Chapter Name (back of vest)
__________________________

Price: $55.00, includes S/H
Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery.

Official AXPOW Cap (specify size)                    40.00
Vinyl Cap Bag           3.00
Necktie w/logo  (regular only)           30.00
U.S. Flag Bolo Tie         20.00
Mini POW Medal Bolo Tie                                 30.00
Brooch pin          5.00
EX-POW pin (goldtone)          5.00
Logo pin          5.00
POW Stamp pin          3.00
Past Chapter Commander pin          5.00
Past Department Commander pin          5.00
Magnetic Ribbons                                            5.00
Challenge Coins                       10.00
Eagle pin w/Barbed Wire          8.00
(specify gold, silver or antique gold)
Vest Chainguard                                                    8.00
3” Blazer Patch                                                       4.00
4” Blazer Patch                                                       4.00
8” Blazer Patch                                                     10.00
2” Medallion (for plaque)                                     6.00
Canvas Totebag w/4” logo                                  5.00
 AXPOW Notecards (pkg of 25)                            6.00
Special Prayer Cards (pkg of 25)                            6.00

CLOTH STRIPES (specify which  title)      3.00
Life Member · Chapter Commander  · Chaplain ·
Historian · Past Chapter Commander ·Chapter Adj/Treas
Chapter Adjutant ·Chapter Treasurer ·Dep’t Commander
Past Dept.  Commander · Dep’t Adjutant
Dep’t Treasurer · Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander · Service  Officer · Legislative
Officer·Past Chapter Officer · Past Department Officer

 QUANTITY ITEM   SIZE / COLOR PRICE

For  orders up to 4.00, add $3.00; For  orders 4.01 to 7.99,  add $4.00; For orders 8.00 to 25.00,
add $8.00, For  orders 25.01 to 49.99, add $13.00; For orders 50.00 to 99.99, add $15.00
For  orders over 100.00, add $20.00        Checks/Money Order/Credit Card Accepted.

For credit card orders: Card # _________________________________   Expiration: _________

 (Check one) Master Card ___________Visa____________
Name _______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________
Phone _____________________________

   Shipping/Handling/Insurance:

    Total:     $

FOR ALL ORDERS, MAIL TO:
AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR

3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, Texas  76010-5396

817-649-2979
axpow76010@yahoo.com

We accept Master Card/Visa

Name Badge Order Form
(for members only)
Actual size of badge is
size of a credit card
PLEASE PRINT:

Name      _______________________
Line 1     _______________________
Line 2     _______________________

Name Badge with name & chapter and
city: $6.00(includes S/H)
Ship to:
Street  __________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________

12x18 AXPOW Graveside Flag                                    10.00
3x5 ft. AXPOW Flag w/3-color logo
with grommets, outdoor  use                                       60.00
3x5ft. blackPOW/MIA flag, outdoor use                   25.00
Aluminum License Plate                                                 5.00
3” Vinyl Decal             1.00
3” Inside Decal             1.00
8” Vinyl Decal                                                                   6.00
12” Vinyl Decal                                                               10.00
Bumper Sticker  “Freedom – Ask us”                           2.00
AXPOW Prayer Book                                                     2.00
Ladies Prayer Book                                                         1.00
AXPOW By-Laws                                                           5.00
POW DVD – ETO or Pacific                                         11.00
“Speak Out” Education Packet                                      6.00

AXPOW Gravesite Medallion AXPOW Challenge Coin

The Medallion is 4", Bronze/Brown
with Lacquer.   Hardware for
mounting is included. Weight -
approximately 1.25 lb.

check with your local cemetery
before ordering to see if
medallions are permitted.

$75.00
plus $15.00 S/H/Iplus $15.00 S/H/Iplus $15.00 S/H/Iplus $15.00 S/H/Iplus $15.00 S/H/I
Shipping costs on twoShipping costs on twoShipping costs on twoShipping costs on twoShipping costs on two
or more is $20.00.or more is $20.00.or more is $20.00.or more is $20.00.or more is $20.00.

great gifts...great hand-
outs...great way to show your

pride in your organization
AXPOW Logo on front/Five

services on reverse

$10.00ea



American Ex-Prisoners of War
Website Biography

www.axpow.org
If you are not a current member of AXPOW, you must submit documentation of your POW status.

Name:         Nickname:

Address:

City/State/Zip: Telephone:

Spouse:

Email:

Conflict and Theater of Operation:

Branch of Service:  Unit:

Where were you captured? Date captured:

POW camps you were held in:

How long were you a POW? Date liberated:

Medals received:

Job in the military:

After military service:

Your biography listing may include 1 or 2 photographs (color or black and white) and a 1000 word or less
narrative. Please type or print your narrative. Photos and narratives may be emailed to hq@axpow.org
please reference “Biography” and your name.

Send to:
American Ex-Prisoners of War, 3201 East Pioneer Parkway #40Arlington, Texas 76010-5396. Please
include your check for $65.00, your photos and narrative (or indicate what date they were emailed).



Please print:
Name____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_____________________________________________
Phone (   )___________________ Email _______________________
Please allow 4 weeks to make address corrections.

Mail to: National Headquarters, AXPOW, 3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396
Or fax: (817) 649-0109
Or e-mail: axpow76010@yahoo.com

All orders for products sold by
AXPOW National Organization,
including dues/subscriptions

should be mailed to:
American Ex-Prisoners of War

National Headquarters
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40

Arlington, TX 76010-5396
(817) 649-2979/ (817) 649-0109 fax

e-mail: HQ@axpow.org
No collect calls, please

change of address form
Include your mailing label for address change or inquiry.  If you are receiving
duplicate copies, please send both labels. If moving, please give us your new
address in the space provided.

Thank you for supporting the American
Ex-POWS with your purchases of National

Merchandise.

Challenge Coins!
great gifts...great hand-outs...great way to show

your pride in your organization
AXPOW Logo on front/Five services on reverse

$10.00ea


