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national commander
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Robert W. Fletcher

Fellow Former POWs, Family
Members, and Friends,

This is the last column I will be

writing to you as your Commander,
and it is also the most difficult, not

Happy Birthday!

because I will be leaving the office,
but because there is so much un-
finished business that I cannot yet
share with you. Because of the lead-
time required for me to write this
column, I am writing it at the end
of August but you will not read the
column until October.

Since I last wrote the Budget Com-
mittee held its annual meeting to
prepare a budget for the coming
fiscal year. SVC Charlie Hill, who
chairs the committee, presented a
balanced budget, but in order to
have a balanced budget personnel
costs were reduced. As I stated in
my previous column, the Board of
Directors will make the ultimate
decisions regarding personnel
when it meets at the convention.
The difficult reality is that person-
nel account for the largest percent-
age of our costs, a cost that has not

For many returning POWSs, the sight of the Statue of Liberty in
New York Harbor officially signaled “"I'm home.”

The Statue of Liberty National Monument will officially celebrate her
121+ birthday on Oct. 28, 2007. The people of France gave the Statue
to the people of the United States over one hundred years ago in rec-
ognition of the friendship established during the American Revolution.
Over the years, the Statue of Liberty’s symbolism has grown to include
freedom and democracy as well as this international friendship.

been reduced as our membership
declines.

On a different note, I have contin-
ued to travel and meet AXPOW
members face to face. I have re-
cently attended the Department of
Wisconsin and Department of Ohio
conventions and am pleased to re-
port I had a rewarding dialogue
with members at both places re-
garding the future of AXPOW. I will
be speaking in Indianapolis next
month for POW-MIA Day. I also at-
tended the program at the Korean
War Monument in Washington DC
in commemoration of the armistice
that ended the Korean War as well
as the Korean War Ex-POWSs conven-
tion. Unfortunately I have to report
that although individual Korean
War former POWs support AXPOW,
the Korean War Ex-POWs Associa-
tion has shown little interest in
forming a stronger alliance with
AXPOW.

I want to close by saying that, de-
spite the many challenges, it has
been my pleasure to serve as your
National Commander this year. I
have had a chance to meet many
fine people and to set the actions
in motion that have the potential
to keep AXPOW on course and pre-
serve the organization as long as
possible.

The story of the Statue of Liberty and her island has been one of change.
The Statue was placed upon a granite pedestal inside the courtyard of
the star-shaped walls of Fort Wood (which had been completed for the
War of 1812.) The United States Lighthouse Board had responsibility
for the operation of the Statue of Liberty until 1901. After 1901, the
care and operation of the Statue was placed under the War Depart-
ment. A Presidential Proclamation declared Fort Wood (and the Statue
of Liberty within it) a National Monument on October 15th, 1924 and
the monument’s boundary was set at the outer edge of Fort Wood. In
1933, the care and administration of the National Monument was trans-
ferred to the National Park Service. On September 7, 1937, jurisdiction
was enlarged to encompass all of Bedloe’s Island and in 1956, the
island’s name was changed to Liberty Island. On May 11, 1965, Ellis
Island was also transferred to the National Park Service and became
part of the Statue of Liberty National Monument. In May of 1982, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan appointed Lee Iacocca to head up a private sector
effort to restore the Statue of Liberty. Fundraising began for the $87
million restoration under a public/private partnership between the Na-
tional Park Service and The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation,
Inc., to date the most successful public-private partnership in Ameri-
can history. In 1984, at the start of the Statue’s restoration, the United Ex-POW Bulletin
Nations designated the Statue of Liberty as a World Heritage Site. On October 2007
July 5, 1986 the newly restored Statue re-opened to the public during

Liberty Weekend, which celebrated her centennial. 3

I also want to assure you that I will
still be an active member on the
Congressional Advisory Board for
Former POWs, which provides me
with the opportunity to get some
of the more difficult claims cases
settled satisfactorily. If you or
someone you know is denied the
compensation due to them in the
future, please do not hesitate to let
me know.

And as always, whether I am your
Commander or not, please contact
me if there is anything you would
like to discuss.
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51 axpow officers & directors 2006-2007

National Headquarters- ClydieJ. M organ, Adjutant
3201 E. Pioneer Pkwy, #40, Arlington, TX 76010
(817) 649-2979 (817) 649-0109 fax HOQ@axpow.org
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National Commander
Robert W. Fletcher
1331 S. Zeeb
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103
734-663-8649; 734-663-4960 fax

cefletch@umich.edu

National Senior Vice Commander
Charlie Hill
729 Olive Street
Columbia, SC 29205-1853
(803) 799-0202
mercha@bel|south.net

National Treasurer
SonnieBill Mottern
279 Huckleberry Road
Bluff City, Tenn. 37618
(423) 341-4213
pwtreas@earthlink.net

National JudgeAdvaocate
George Coker
1145 Wivenhoe Way
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-3047
(757) 481-9578
ghgbu@hotmail.com

National Chaplain
John Romine
1609 S. 23rd Street
Rogers, AR 72756
(479) 636-2287

Jr.ViceCommanders
Warren G. King, Sr. - Eastern Zone
1015 Mitchell Rd.

Nashville, TN 37206-1113
(615) 226-7811

Kenny H. Hanson - Central Zone
9401 Lyndale Ave. S#228
Bloomington, MN 55420

(952) 888-2703

RA 17313465@peoplepc.com

Frank Burger - Western Zone
9500 Harritt Road #197
Lakeside, CA 92040

(619) 390-0313
amexpowsan@aol .com

North East Region
Franklin R. Koehler
243 Torrey PinesDr.
Toms River, NJ 08757
(732) 244-4629; (732) 505-8702 fax
relheok1@aol.com

Laura Mclntyre
PO Box 475
Hardwick, MA 01037
(413) 477-8260 (413) 477-0172 fax
axpow62a@msn.com
East Central Region
Paul E. Galanti
21 Maxwell Road
Richmond, VA 23226
(804) 389-1668
pgalanti @comcast.net

William J. Richardson

5125 Lake Valley Drive

Fayetteville, NC 28303

(910) 864-7318; (910) 487-5100 fax

(910) 867-0359 office

wrichardsonjr@nc.rr.com
Southeast Region

Edward L. DeMent

8735 Dora Oaks Dr., #1617

Temple Terrace, FL 33617

(813) 985-3783; (813) 989-8871 fax

deme8805@aol.com

Ray Van Duzer

14157 89%th Ave. N
Seminole, FL 33776
(727) 593-1813

(727) 319-5914 office
jrvanduzer@hotmail.com

North Central Region
Carroll Bogard
726 N. Carolina Place
Mason City, IA 50401
(641) 424-4870

Larry Dwyer

814 Woodlawn Ave.
Muscatine, |A 52761
(563) 263-5249

Senior Director, Gerald Harvey
1504 West 5th St.

Sedalia, MO 65301

(660) 827-2178

gereun@iland.net

[Directors] wmig-central Region

Grover L. Swearingen
408 Fair Park Avenue
West Union, OH 45693
(937) 544-2459
db6194@dragonbbs.com

Ed ‘Kaz” Kazmierczak
3754 ElveralLane
Warren M| 48092
(586) 268-1954
South Central Region
Morris Barker
710 Chapel View
Waco, Tx 76712
254-732-5640
mbarker001@hot.rr.com

Howard Ray

7507 Legend Rock

San Antonio, TX 78244

(210) 661-5911; (210) 661-8837 fax

vetray1950@yahoo.com
Northwest Region

Herbert C. Kirchhoff

2910 Fernan Ct.

Coeur d'Alene, ID 83814

(208) 667-6716

herbertkirchhoff @hotmail.com

Gwen Warren

3235 99th Ave NE

Bellevue WA 98004

425-454-9677

jrgwarren@msn.com
Southwest Region

Ralph Kling

15895 Puesta Del Sol Lane

Ramona, CA 92065-5600

(760) 789-3339 phone & fax

rfkling@aol.com

Lawrence Strickland
35109 Hwy 79 South #63
Warner Springs, CA 92086
(760) 782-0538
butchstrick@yahoo.com

Committee addresses appear
with their columns
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Editor
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October dates:

10~1845 The US Naval Academy at Annapolis, MD opened
12~ Columbus Day

13~1775 US Navy established

16-20~2007 National Convention, Springfield, ILL

21~1926 PNC John Edwards born

22~1962 Cuban Missile Crisis

25~1917 PNC Ralph Rodriguez born

28~1886 Statue of Liberty dedicated

31~ Hallow’een
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From Vietham Veterans of America:

Saturday, November 10,2007, marks the2 5" Anniversary of The Wall, the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial on the Mall in Washington, DC. To commemorate
this event, perhaps the only event of its kind with widespread significance to
an entire generation of veterans and their families, Vietham Veterans of
America (“VVA”) is hosting a parade befitting the generation of veterans who
served.

This parade will be the “welcome home” that many of the 9 million plus men
and women who served on active duty during this era, never had. We expect
a minimum of 50,000 plus veterans and their families to come to Washing-
ton and join us. The parade is open to all veterans’ organizations, posts, etc.,
to proudly march with the affiliation of their choice:

Military unit or veterans’ service organization

Contingent of a state or city

Fellow uniformed services who served(i.e. Police, Fire Departments)
Veteran motorcycle groups

Teachers, City, and Federal workers who served

Veterans from all walks of life

We invite you to be part of this historic event.

Please pass the word along to all groups who deserve to participate in this
wonderful event. For more information, visit http://vva.org/25thEvent/
event_info.htm, or call toll free at1-877-727-2333.
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An updated listing of candidates for national office appear on pages 21-22.
This is to accomodate those candidates who did not get their information in
to the Nominations Chairman in time for the traditional Election Issue in

July.
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asBataan Relief Organization, Washington State non- profit corporation, “ American Ex-Prisonersof War”, October 11, 1949, recorded as Document No. 133762,
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Les Jackson, Executive Director
National Capitol Office

1722 Eye Street, NW #204

Washington, D.C. 20421

(202) 530-9220; (202) 223-8818 fax

(703) 352-1038 home; e-mail: lesjax(@cox.net

on capitol hill

Charles Stenger, Ph.D, Legislative Co-Chairman
5709 Brewer House Circle, Rockville, MD 20852

(301) 231-7555

Mary Rolen, Legislative Co-Chairman
7450 Spring Village Dr. CC510
Springfield, VA 22150

(703) 923-9444

We moved. June and I are trying to
get used to our new life in a retire-
ment home. The hardest job in the
transition is the downsizing. We had
a house full of “stuff” because we
had the space to keep it. We were
“pack rats”. On a regular trash day
last winter, I asked them not to stop
at our house because we already had
enough; we didn’t need any more!

In the middle of all this houseclean-
ing, my son-in-law approached me
holding a nondescript object saying,
“Do you want to keep this?” After
further questioning, I said, “Joe, I
have the “Depression Syndrome”.
Add that to the “Stalag Syndrome”
and I have a double whammy. I don’t
discard anything I may need some
day. My views on life were molded
by the Depression in the 1930s. If I
ever have to wear second-hand
clothes, it won’t be the first time.
When I was processed into the mili-
tary, I felt like a kid in the candy
store. They threw all these new
clothes at me and a box to send my
civies home. I put my civies in the
box and threw the box in the trash.
When I was “processed” into Stalag
17-B, they took my clothes and my
hair and gave me back my under-
wear, but not that nice warm flight
equipment. That was confiscated be-
cause it had “Property of the US
Army Air Corps” on each piece. They
were not as “giving” as the US Army;
I got second-hand clothes again. The
seat of the pants looked like a shred-
ded wheat biscuit. Living below the
poverty level skewed my psyche to
the extent I wouldn’t throw away
anything. Unfortunately, from time
to time you have to bite the bullet
and get rid of it.

Ex-POW Bulletin
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When the Russians were closing in
on Vienna, we were evacuated 200-
300 miles west. You could take any-
thing you wanted, but you had to
carry it. After several hours in the
march (straggle), the road became
littered with “stuff”. That was when
I realized we were all “pack rats”. I
am getting over this affliction. It is
necessary if I want to continue liv-
ing with June in our new retirement
home. How about you? I bet you can
relate to this story and to the fact
that while you and I are different, we
are similar in many more ways. The
bond of the captive experience is
very strong.

It is natural that we as former POWs
care about the welfare of others be-
cause we were combatants; part of a
military combat unit that respected
and depended on each other. A Band
of Brothers as it were. That caring
respect does not seem to be preva-
lent today. The many ways in which
we are so much alike are much more
important than the few ways in
which we are different. We all have
stuff that is best left on the road-
side as we march toward the sunset
as a band of brothers.

Les

As of Sept. 6, our bills H. R. 1197 &
S.848, Osteoporosis & Diabetes are
still being discussed among the Com-
mittee Members; however, at this
writing “money cost and priorities”
come into play. As I reported in my
September column, S.1315 new Sen-
ate bill does include “Osteoporosis
if the Secretary determines that the
veteran was diagnosed with PTSD”.
We do not know yet when the Sen-
ate & House Veterans Affairs Com-
mittees will submit the legislation to
the Congress for final voting. Also,
H.R. 1197 became H.R. 760. I can-
not find out exactly why the “diabe-
tes” was omitted...but I'm trying.

Please know we are trying to work
with both committees to secure
these last two presumptives. How-
ever, you members should continue
talking to your Elected Representa-
tives about this legislation. You are
the constituents - remember who
elected them!

Now for some good news - Rep. Bob
Filner’s bill H.R. 2369, Honor Our
Fallen Prisoners of War, to present a
posthumous Purple Heart to the
families of POWS who had been over-
looked has been approved for imple-
mentation by the U.S. Department of
Defense. The bill was included as a
section in the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for 2007, which
passed in Oct 06 and directed the
President and the DoD to review the
criteria used to determine eligibility
for the award of the Purple Heart for
POWS. The review was completed
and the report was been released on
Aug. 30®, Rep. Filner says, “the re-
port changing the eligibility criteria
for the Purple Heart has merit for
POWS who die while in captivity and
who are eligible for the Prisoners of
War Medal which includes virtually
all POWS”. Sen. Barbara Boxer intro-
duced the companion bill in the Sen-
ate. The inspiration for the bill came
from a Shorty Estabrook of Selma,
Texas who was imprisoned during
the Korean War for over three years
and Rick and Brenda Tavares of
Campo, CA. Brenda’s uncle, Corp.
Melvin Morgan, died of starvation
and beatings in 1950 at the age of 20
in Korea. The task for the DoD to
implement this will be monumental
but this is great news for the fami-
lies of POWS who died in captivity.
Let us all say thank you to Rep. Bob
Filner (CA) by whatever means you
can. I know he would love to hear
from you!

Mawy



VA Outreach
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Before it’s too late

NSO Fred Campbell, Chairman
3312 Chatterton Dr.

San Angelo, TX 76904

325-944-4002; fredrev@webtv.net

Committee members:

NSO Frank Kravetz (412) 824-2674;

ND Bill Richardson (910) 864-7318

OutreacH

TEAMWORK
Here’s looking for You!

Already the Outreach Orientation
Seminar on June 7™ at the AXPOW
State Department meeting in San
Antonio is bearing fruit.

An essential part of this team ef-
fort is AXPOW Headquarters’
Marsha Coke, who is sending out
up-to-date membership lists to
these members who will be mak-
ing calls.

TEXAS: Leander & Josephine
Pflughaupt, Edna Ames, Shirley
Fontes, Jorge Guerra, Sina Chan-
dler, W.T. Jones, Bill Leonard, Betty
Harlan, Mary Boyett, Dottie
Vaughn, Howard Ray and Puett
Willcox.

LOUISIANA: Charles & Stella Webb
MICHIGAN: Ed “Kaz” Kazmierczak
& Robert Fletcher

OREGON: Richard Crow

IOWA: Betty Grinstead

ILLINOIS: Marianne & Robert
Roenna

MISSOURI: Marion Rippee

RHODE ISLAND: Cheryl Cerbone
NORTH CAROLINA: Paul & Doris
Dallas

SOUTH CAROLINA: Lawrence King
OHIO: Maynard “Doc” Unger
INDIANA: Guy Stephens
NEW/YORK/VERMONT/NEW
HAMPSHIRE/MAINE/CONNECTI-
CUT: Melanie Bussel

PENNSYLVANIA: Frank Kravetz
and Don Lewis

KENTUCKY: Dudley Riley
FLORIDA/ALABAMA/GEORGIA:
Doris Jenks, Jo-Ann Kannapinn,
Ann Still, Rose Mary Meredith, Ray
& Janet Van Duzer
MASSACHUSETTS: Kay Arnold
MARYLAND/DC/DELAWARE: Les
Jackson

VIRGINIA/WEST VIRGINIA: Mary
Rolen

NEVADA: Alan Dunbar

ARIZONA: Jeanne Copeland
TENNESSEE: Charles & Frances
Heffron

WASHINGTON: Jack & Lucille
Jones, Gwen Warren

NEW JERSEY: Karnig Thomasian
CALIFORNIA: Ralph Kling

IDAHO: Bud Hinckley

MONTANA: Rudy Collins
WISCONSIN: Walter Peterson
KANSAS: William Stahl

NEW MEXICO/COLORADO/UTAH/
OKLAHOMA/ARKANSAS: Fred
Campbell

If you are willing to help survey
AXPOW members, please call the
Outreach Chairman and make his
day.

No doubt most AXPOW chapters
are out of close contact with a lot
of their members, and many of
them don’t realize what benefits
they may be due.

EXAMPLE: In one hour, using up-
to-date print-out Marsha Coke sent,
I called three widows in Texas
Golden Triangle of southeast
Texas.

First call: Lady said something like
ZCXQS!"" And hung up on me; I just
hope she has her DIC.

Second call: Lady in Groves, had no
VA benefits; husband died in 1987.
“What did he die of?” “HEART dis-
ease!”. She had no idea she was eli-
gible due to Oct. 7, 2004 ruling;
claim is in for VA widow’s benefit,
ChampVA later.

Third call: Lady in Nederland, no
VA benefit. “What did husband die
of in 20037?” “Massive Cerebral
Hemorrhage!” With Oct. 2004 rul-
ing on STROKE, she’s eligible for
DIC, ChampVA'’s free medicare
supplement also; VA claimis in. We
cannot leave any eligible widow
with zero VA benefits.

“We exist to help those who can-
not help themselves”.

Success

For NSOs Paul & Doris Dallas, work-
ing former POW and surviving
spouses’ VA claims is a daily vol-
unteer task. Non has been more
gratifying than this one Paul has
sent...a real success!

"During the first week of July 2004,
Ireceived a call from May, who lives
in Smalltown, Alabama. She said
her husband had died on May 25,
2004. Her small Social Security
check did not go far. After house
payment, she had $317 left to pay
utilities, food, monthly expenses,
etc. She requested help and direc-
tion from another veterans’ orga-
nization, but nothing came of it.

I knew this man. He was in a forced
labor camp with me in Germany,
and I knew what a terrible ordeal
he went through and how bad his
health - physically and mentally -
had been since WWII. We kept in
touch and had visited them ten
years before.

Mary said her husband was rated
60% service connected disability
when he died. When I had talked
with him in 2002, the American
Legion was getting his 60% raised
to 100%; that never happened. I
had stayed in touch with him since
WWII and knew he had spent a lot
of time in VA hospitals in six dif-

Ex-POW Bulletin
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outreach cont...

ferent states. He never could hold
a job because of his health condi-
tions.

I told Mary that Doris and I would
go to her house in Alabama on July
18, 2004, and for her to get copies
of all his VA hospital and other
records, and have them for me to
pick up when we visited her. She
had over 400 pages of records for
me. After we arrived home, I re-
viewed all of them and couldn’t
believe some of the things I read.
Studying those records, I found
four different unmistakable errors
that were made by the VA in rating
decisions in his case. I pointed this
out to the VA. No response.

Also in the fall of 2004, I sent those
records to Dr. Jo Harbour, POW
Physician Coordinator, DVA Medi-
cal Center, Jackson, MS and asked
her to review them and give her
opinion in the case. She said this
POW should have been rated 100%
long ago.

The last letter I received, over a year
ago, from the VA in Alabama said
it was in the appeals section. I
called them several times; the Vet-
erans Service Center Manager was
always busy; and never returned
my calls.

But Lo! A new manager! Doris
called, spoke with the new manager
about the case. Three days later,
she received a call stating that
Mary’s DIC had been approved ef-
fective the date of husband’s death,
AND his 100% was approved effec-
tive February 2000. She received
two checks within ten days —
$36,000 for her DIC and $86,850
for his 100% Total $123,450 with
$1067 monthly, plus ChampVA to
come! Grateful Mary: ‘I can finally
have me some good food!””

Ex-POW Bulletin
October 2007
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nso

Doris Jenks

National Service Director
1120 Daleside Lane

New Port Richey, F1. 34655
(727) 372-7238 - Home

(727) 319-5914 - Office
dorisjenks@juno.com

Ann Still is a National Service Of-
ficer who works on Wednesdays at
the VARO in St. Petersburg, Fl1. One
day in April, a box, damaged in
transit, appeared in the Ex-POW
mail slot at the Regional Office. In-
side the box were several military
medals, which she recognized as
World War II medals.

The only identification as to who
they were for was the name Walter
E. G. in Florida.

She went back to the office and
checked for Walter E. G. in the VA
files. No such person. She asked
our contact upstairs at the VA, she
checked her computer. No record.

Ann printed out each Walter G.
listed in Florida from an internet
website and spent most of the day
calling each one.

Ann finally talked to a young man
who said he thought she was look-
ing for his grandfather. So she
waited for him to call her back,
which he did that evening.

Mr. G. was hard of hearing and had
difficulty talking on the telephone.
So Ann talked to his wife. His wife
said those were indeed her
husband’s medals, and they had
wondered why it was taking so long
for him to receive them. Once the
proper recipient was identified, the
VARO mailed the medals.

Mrs. G. went on to tell Ann that her
husband had been denied a POW
Medal and benefits from the VA.
He had been a POW for 23 days and
had filed when the law required
that he be held for 30 days or
longer. They were delighted to find
out about the law change. So Ann
filed another claim in April.

On July 24th, our excellent Re-
gional Office staff in St. Petersburg
granted him 100% for heart and hy-
pertension — retroactive to May
2006.

Another widow, that I helped,
wrote me to inform me she had
been granted her DIC benefit. She
said she was living in an old farm
house (over 200 yrs. old). When her
husband was alive, they did a lot
of improvements, but after he died
she had to get a new well, new sep-
tic system, new windows and had
to have insulation blown in. She
had to take out a $30,000 loan to
do this. Now, she says “I will be
able to pay my loan off a lot
sooner”.

I am glad the NSOs are keeping up
the good work in helping Fred
Campbell find those who need this
help.

Doris Jenks

NSO Committee
Beth Brooks - Assistant

Fred Campbell

Walter Peterson
Larry Dwyer
Eugene Inman

Leon Horowitz, MD -
Medical Advisor




pow medsearch

ND Lawrence Strickland, Chairman

e-mail: butchstrick@yahoo.com

35109 Hwy 79 South #63
Warner Springs, CA 92086
(760) 782-0538

Packet #5 (What Every POW's Wife Should Know Before She is Your Widow) has been updated again, with much time and effort
on the part of Marlene Agnes, to include the most recent laws and benefits published. The packet may be purchased from National
Headquarters. Cost of the updated packet is $15.00~includes SH.

Health Quackery:
Spotting Health Scams

You see the ads everywhere these
days — “Smart Drugs for Long Life”
or “Arthritis Aches and Pains Dis-
appear Like Magic!” or even testi-
monials claiming, “This treatment
cured my cancer in one week.” It’s
easy to understand the appeal of
these promises. But there is still
plenty of truth to the old saying,
“If it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is!”

Quacks — people who sell un-
proven remedies — have been
around for years. Today they have
more ways than ever to peddle
their wares. In addition to TV, ra-
dio, magazines, newspapers,
infomercials, mail, and even word-
of-mouth, they now can use the
internet — websites offer miracle
cures; emails tell stories of over-
night magic. Sadly, older people are
often the target for such scams. In
fact, a government study found
that most victims of health care
fraud are over age 65.

The problem is serious. Unproven
remedies may be harmful. They
may also waste money. And, some-
times, using these remedies keeps
people from getting the medical
treatment they need.

What Do Quacks Promise?

Unproven remedies promise false
hope. Often they offer cures that
are painless or quick. Why do
people fall for these sales pitches?
After all, at best these treatments
are worthless. At worst, they are
dangerous. One reason health care

scams work is that they prey on
people who are frightened or in
pain. Living with a chronic health
problem is hard. It’s easy to see
why people might fall for a false
promise of a quick and painless
cure.

You may see unproven remedies in
products for:

Anti-Aging

Claims for pills or treatments that
lead to eternal youth play on the
great value our culture places on
staying young. But, aging is normal.
A product may smooth your
wrinkles, but no treatments have
yet been proven to slow the aging
process. Eating a healthy diet, get-
ting regular exercise, and not
smoking are your best bets to help
prevent some of the diseases that
occur more often with age. In other
words, making healthy lifestyle
choices can increase your chances
of aging well.

Arthritis Remedies

Unproven arthritis remedies can be
easy to fall for because symptoms
of arthritis tend to come and go.
You may believe the remedy you
are using is making you feel better
when, in fact, it is just the normal
ebb and flow of your symptoms.
You may see claims that so-called
treatments with herbs, oils, chemi-
cals, special diets, radiation, and
other products cured arthritis. This
is highly unlikely. Individual testi-
monials alone do not guarantee
that a product is effective. Instead,
scientific studies proving that a
treatment works are needed. While
these products may not hurt you,
they are costly and aren’t likely to
help much either. There is no cure
for most forms of arthritis, but

rest, exercise, heat, and drugs can
help many people control their
symptoms. If you are thinking
about a new treatment, talk with
your doctor first.

Cancer Cures

Quacks prey on people’s fear of
cancer. They promote treatments
with no proven value — for ex-
ample, a diet dangerously low in
protein or drugs such as Laetrile.
By using unproven methods,
people with cancer may lose valu-
able time and the chance to receive
a proven, effective treatment. This
delay may lessen the chance for
controlling or curing the disease.

Memory Aids

Many people worry about losing
their memory as they age. They
may wrongly believe false promises
that unproven treatments can help
them keep or improve their
memory. So-called smart pills, re-
moval of amalgam dental fillings,
and brain retraining exercises are
all examples of untested ap-
proaches that claim to help
memory.

How Can You
Protect Yourself
From Health Scams?

Be wary. Question what you see or
hear in ads or on the internet.
Newspapers, magazines, radio, and
TV stations do not always check to
make sure the claims in their ads
are true. Find out about a product
before you buy. Don’t let a sales
person force you to make a snap
decision. Check with your doctor
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medsearch continued...

Remember stories about the old
snake oil salesman who traveled
from town to town making claims
for his fabulous product? Well,
chances are today’s quack is using
the same sales tricks. Look for red
flags in ads or promotional mate-
rial that:

e Promise a quick or painless cure,

e Claim to be made from a special,
secret, or ancient formula — often
only available by mail or from one
sponsor,

e Use testimonials or undocu-
mented case histories from satis-
fied patients,

e (laim to be effective for a wide
range of ailments,

¢ (Claim to cure a disease (such as
arthritis or cancer) that is not yet
understood by medical science,

e Offer an additional “free” gift or
a larger amount of the product as
a “special promotion,” or

e Require advance payment and
claim limited availability of the
product.

For More Information

If you have questions about a prod-
uct, talk to your doctor or contact
the National Institute on Aging.
Get the facts about health products
and protect yourself from health
care hoaxes.

For more information on health
and aging, contact:

National Institute on

Aging Information Center

P.O. Box 8057

Gaithersburg, MD 20898-8057
1-800-222-2225

The National Institute on Aging
website is www.nia.nih.gov.
National Institute on Aging
U. S. Department of Health and
Human Services National Institutes
of Health
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POW MEDSEARCH PACKETS
Packet 1
VA Claim Information
Packet 2
Stresses of Incarceration & After Effects Extreme Stress-Covers the
after effects on the nerves and body organs $8.00
Packet 3
After Effects of Imprisonment
Covers arthritis, alcoholism, visual, ulcers, varicose veins, impotency,

$8.00

brain damage, etc $8.00
Packet 4

After Effects of Imprisonment

Part 1 - the heart, arteries and veins; Part 2 - cancer $8.00

Packet 5

What Every Wife Should Know Before She Is Your Widow - Social
Security, insurance, burial procedures, allowances, etc. including what
pathologist should look for in an autopsy $11.00
Packet 8

The European Story, History of POWs in Germany, and after-effects of

incarceration $8.00
Packet 9
The Korea Story, History of POWs in Korea, and after-effects $8.00

Packet 10

The Japanese Story History of POWs in Japan, and after-effects $10.00
Packet 11

NSO Director Answers Your Questions $11.00
Presentation Set (Packets 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10) $60.00
The Modern Day Tragedy - medical & claims evidence in support

of PL 97-37 $4.00
POW: The American Experience - overview on POW experience; reviews
vitamin deficiencies, infectious diseases and service-connected statis-
tics $6.00
Map of Location of German POW Camps

shows location of 76 camps $3.00
Map of Location of Japanese POW Camps
21" x 32" with camps featured in red $4.00

Check packets you wish to order and send, with payment, to:
American Ex-Prisoners of War
MEDSEARCH, 3201 East Pioneer Pkwy.,
#40, Arlington, TX 76010

Name Phone ( )
Address

City, State, Zip

Amount enclosed § ______ (includes shipping/handling*)

MasterCard and Visa accepted (circle one) ($5.00 minimum charge)
Card Number: Expiration Date:

*Shipping / Handling fees:

In U.S.A.; 1-3 packets, add $6.00; 4 - 6 packets, add $9.00; 7 or more
packets, add $12.00.

In Canada; 1-3 packets, add $9.00; 4 -6 packets, add $14.00, 7 or more
packets,

add $20.00.

Overseas; 1-3 packets,

add $16.00; 4 - 6 packets, add $22.00,

7 or more packets, add $30.00




andersonville

Andersonville NHS

496 Cemetery Road
Andersonville, GA 31711
(229) 924-0343

Fred Boyles, Superintendent
fred_boyles@nps.gov

Anniversaries Mark

Important Milestones
By: Fred Boyles

With 2008 just around the corner,
the park is planning several activi-
ties to mark the 10™ anniversary
of the opening of the National Pris-
oner of War Museum. It is hard to
believe it has been 10 years since
that great day back in 1998 when
former POW’s from all over the
Nation came to Andersonville to
celebrate the opening of the Mu-
seum. In those 10 years much has
happened in events and special vis-
its of dignitaries. In those 10 years
over three million visitors have
come to our Museum.

The mission and purpose of our
museum stays the same. The Na-
tional Prisoner of War Museum
serves as an educational institution
to tell the story of what POW’s have
sacrificed for all our freedoms
throughout America’s history. Day
after day the museum hosts visi-
tors from all over who have heard
of our story and want to learn for
themselves about it. Just this week
a new employee told me that she
had seen many people who after
visiting the exhibits and films are
deeply moved from the experience
of seeing the museum.

During 2008 every event planned
for the public will mark the 10™
anniversary of the museum’s open-
ing. In March the park will hold
another luminary event with nearly
13,000 candles displayed in the
Camp Sumter prison site to com-
memorate those who died at
Andersonville. The park’s annual
Memorial Day event will also high-
light the 10 year anniversary of the
museum. Finally, the 2008 POW/
MIA Recognition Day will be dedi-
cated to the same anniversary.
Plans are already being made for
that event.

Another anniversary is looming on
the horizon. The 150" anniversary
of the Civil War will soon be upon
us. Just as the Centennial of the
Civil was marked in the early
1960’s and was the occasion of
many events and focus on that war,
this commemoration will also bring
attention on this conflict. Already
in 2007 there are events in St Louis
to mark the 150™ commemoration
of the Dread Scott decision.

In the Civil War time line
we are fortunate that _
Andersonville is late in |
the war, which gives us =
ample time to plan for our
role in that struggle.
There are many various
plans about what should
be done to mark this mile-
stone. Personally, I hope
this will be an opportunity
for the American people
to reexamine what the
Civil War means to us to-
day. There are others who
are hoping this will be a
chance to look at an infu-
sion of public and private
funds into our parks to re-
pair monuments, pre-
serve earthworks, pur-
chase much needed lands
and other preservation
projects. My concern is
that as time moves us further away
from the Civil War that it is not for-
gotten and that its significance is
understood.

These anniversaries are important.
It is another opportunity to catch
people’s attention and say, “Hey -
wait a minute, don’t forget what
happened here!” We were fortunate
to take advantage of those com-
memorations in the past to bring
attention on to Andersonville and
the National POW Museum.

There have been the events associ-
ated with the 60™ anniversary of
WWII and the 50™ anniversary of
the Korean War. We look for every
opportunity to get positive public-
ity that will focus more attention
on the park and our wonderful mu-
seum. Our overriding goal is to get
more visitors to come to the mu-
seum. Commemorative anniversa-
ries are a good way to help promote
the park story and entice visitors
to come to the park.

Picture below: The commemorative
courtyard at the National Prisoner
of War Museum, ANHS
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namOW news

Paul E. Galanti
804.675.5213 (o)
804.675.5218 (fax)
804.389.1668 (cell)
pgalanti@comcast.net

Where do we
get such women?

Admiral Tarrant (played by Fredric
March) ended the 1954 movie,
“Bridges at Toko-Ri” with the im-
mortal line, “Where do we get such
men”? He was referring to the char-
acters shot down Navy pilot LT
Brubaker (William Holden) and his
rescuing helicopter crew Mike
Forney, pilot (Mickey Rooney), and
his crewman who had just died at
the hands of the Korean enemy.
Admiral Tarrant was referring to
those who’d been asked to serve
and who did so despite the risks
and unpleasant circumstances in
which they might find themselves.
They’d done their duty, selflessly,
and earned the gratitude of their
country.

The poem “On His Blindness,” by
John Milton, contains the phrase,
“They also serve who only stand
and wait.” That can apply as well
to individuals and families waiting
for loved ones to return, often suf-
fering, a worse fate - that of not
knowing - than their loved ones.
We in the community of former
prisoners of war from all conflicts
can identify with Brubaker or
Forney. There are many who wor-
ried about us. And there are many
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who agonize over us even today -
often decades after our unfortu-
nate captivity experience.

At the Richmond, Virginia Hunter
Holmes McGuire Veterans Medical
Center, we just retired one of the
women who most epitomizes what
Admiral Tarrant meant in his trib-
ute to the service of Brubaker and
Forney. Kathy Walsh, despite her
youthful appearance, just retired
from federal government service
after many years. It is a tremen-
dous loss for our Ex-POW commu-
nity as Kathy’s selfless service as
our POW Administrative Coordina-
tor has kept our Denny Landrum
Chapter functioning smoothly for
nearly 14 years watching many of
us slip into various forms of dis-
ability and some die. Yet Kathy was
never too busy for her POWs. Of-
ten greasing the skids for appoint-
ments, Kathy had learned all the
inner workings and secrets to navi-
gating the bureaucratic shoals of
the VA’s establishment.

Always with a pleasant demeanor,
a “No problem” and smile. Kathy
had worked with several branches
of the military in the Pentagon
starting in June 1966, followed by
stints in federal courts, congres-
sional staffs in both the House of
Representatives and Senate. She
moved to Richmond with the Trea-
sury Department and, ultimately
joined the Veterans’ Administra-
tion at McGuire VAMC.

Kathy started as a staff assistant
in the nursing department and

soon became the administrative
officer for the chief of nursing ser-
vices. In 1989 she became the Ad-
ministrative Officer for Primary
Care Services at McGuire and five
years later - after helping with POW
events for years - became our POW
Administrative Coordinator. On
her own time she became qualified
to process claims so she could ad-
vise her new “charges” properly.
Kathy attended every meeting of
the local Denny Landrum chapter,
most state meetings and, occasion-
ally, the AXPOW National Conven-
tion.

At a recent meeting of the Denny
Landrum Chapter, Kathy was made
an honorary member of our group.
She’s pledged to stay active and to
help the new coordinator at
McGuire ;earn the ropes. Our Rich-
mond-area former POWs have lost
avaluable asset in this fine woman
but the good news is that she’ll stay
in touch. She’ll be working at a lo-
cal Sheraton hotel that probably
doesn’t realize yet what a jewel
they have hired.

So, Admiral Tarrant, you were only
partially right. In Kathy’s case the
question should be, “Where do we
get such women?” And the answer
is that we're fortunate to have had
this wonderful woman helping us
in our dealings with the VA’s often
rigid bureaucracy. So Kathy Walsh,
on behalf of a grateful nation and
on behalf of “your guys” in the
Denny Landrum Chapter, thank
you. May you always have fair
winds and following seas.

Photo: James Schmidt, MD, POW Coordinator; Denny Williams (AXPOW),
the Honorable Kathy Walsh, Russell Scott (AXPOW), Paul Galanti



PNC John Edwards,

Chairman

889 Randall Road
Niskayuna, NY 12309-4815
(518) 393-3907 phone & fax

POW/MIA car-window decals are
available at a cost of $20 per 100
by sending a check to the League
office at 1005 North Glebe Road,
Suite 170, Arlington, VA 22201.
POW/MIA lapel pins are also
For

available at $3 each or 2/$5.
added information please contact
the League’s web site at www.pow-
miafamilies.org or call the national

office at 703-465-7432. If no one
is available to take your call, please
leave a message.

Americans Announced
as Accounted For

There are now 1,772 US personnel
listed by the Department of De-
fense as missing and unaccounted
for from the Vietham War. The
names of seven US personnel were
announced as accounted for.

They are Lt. Col. James H. Ayres,
of Pampa, Texas, and Lt. Col.
Charles W. Stratton, of Dallas,
Texas, both U.S. Air Force.

On Jan. 3, 1971, these men crewed
an F-4E Phantom II aircraft depart-
ing Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base
on a nighttime strike mission of
enemy targets in Savannakhet Prov-
ince, Laos. Shortly after Ayres ini-
tiated a target run, the crew of
other aircraft in the flight observed
a large explosion. No one wit-

nessed an ejection or heard beeper
signals, and communication was
lost with the aircraft. Hostile ac-
tivity in the area prevented search
and rescue attempts.

In 2001, a joint U.S./Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (L.P.D.R.)
team, led by the Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command (JPAC), trav-
eled to Savannakhet Province and
interviewed Laotian citizens about
their knowledge of aircraft crash
sites. One of the men led the team
to what was believed to be the
Ayres and Stratton crash site.

Later that year, another U.S./
L.P.D.R team began excavating the
site. The team recovered human
remains and aircrew-related items.
Between 2002 and 2005, joint
teams visited the site six more
times to complete the excavation,
recovering more human remains
and crew-related items.

Among other forensic identifica-
tion tools and circumstantial evi-
dence, scientists from JPAC and the
Armed Forces DNA Identification
Laboratory also used mitochon-
drial DNA in the identification of
the remains.

In addition the names of five Army
personnel involved in a UH-1D he-
licopter incident in Laos on Janu-
ary 5, 1968 were also announced.

They are Chief Warrant Officer
Dennis C. Hamilton, of Barnes City,
Iowa; Chief Warrant Officer
Sheldon D. Schultz, of Altoona, Pa.;
Sgt. 1st Class Ernest F. Briggs Jr.,
of San Antonio, Texas; Sgt. 1st
Class John T. Gallagher, of
Hamden, Conn.; and Sgt. 1st Class
James D. Williamson, of Olympia,
Wash.; all U.S. Army.

The group remains of this crew
were buried at Arlington National
Cemetery. Gallagher’s remains
were individually identified, and
his burial date is being set by his
family.

Representatives from the Army
met with the next-of-kin of these
men to explain the recovery and
identification process, and to co-
ordinate interment with military
honors on behalf of the Secretary
of the Army.

On Jan. 5, 1968, these men crewed
a UH-1D helicopter that was insert-
ing a patrol into Savannakhet Prov-
ince, Laos. As the aircraft ap-
proached the landing zone, it was
struck by enemy ground fire, caus-
ing it to nose over and crash. There
were no survivors. All attempts to
reach the site over the next several
days were repulsed by enemy fire.

Between 1995 and 2006, numerous
U.S./Lao People’s Democratic Re-
public/Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam teams, all led by the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command
(JPAC), conducted more than five
investigations, including interviews
with Vietnamese citizens who said
they witnessed the crash.

Between 2002 and 2006, JPAC led
three excavations of the site, recov-
ering remains and other material
evidence including identification
tags for Schultz, Hamilton and
Briggs.

Among other forensic identifica-

tion tools and circumstantial evi-
dence, scientists from JPAC also
used dental comparisons in the
identification of the remains.

The identification of the remains
of these seven Americans, plus
three previously missing and un-
accounted for, but not yet an-
nounced brings to 811 the number
of US personnel returned since the
end of the Vietnam War in 1975.
Over 90% of 1,772 still listed as
missing were lost in Vietnam or in
areas of Laos and Cambodia under
Vietnam’s wartime control.
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civilians

Ted Cadwallader - Chairman
9501 Nut Tree Ct.

Elk Grove, CA 95624

(916) 685-5369

dcadwall @aol.com

Repatriation

Catherine Cotterman Hoskins

This story of repatriation happened
to my Mom, my Dad, and to me. It
is the way I remember our five-
week sea voyage across the Pacific
Ocean out of a war zone to our
native land of safety and freedom.

In early March 1945, Civilian prison
camps had been liberated by U.S.
Forces and the Japanese Garrison
in Manila was just about destroyed,
ending a fierce battle for that city.
It was time to put into place the
plans for repatriating over 5,000
American and Allied Civilians who
had been held captive by the Japa-
nese military in the Philippines for
three years.

Young families and those individu-

als who were not too ill or injured

were the first to be flown out of

and the Commandant was an
American Army Colonel who had
been a family friend before the war
started.

On the 9™ of April, Army trucks
and ambulances entered Santo To-
mas grounds and those of us on
passenger lists were helped onto
the trucks and into the ambu-
lances.

As the vehicles drove slowly down
the road to the front gate, it was
with mixed emotions I said my
goodbyes to this place that had
given me harsh shelter for the du-
ration of captivity.

The ride to the Bay was a dreadful
experience. Our beautiful city of

Manila lay in black ruins—the Pearl
of the Orient struck down by fire
and cannon.

Manila to Tacloban on the island [ &

of Leyte. There they waited for the |

ships that would carry them to the
United States.

Mom, Dad, and I were classified as
an older family with disabilities.
Dad was an invalid with
Parkinson’s disease and malnutri-
tion. Mom suffered severe malnu-
trition. I weighed only 90 Ibs. but
was able to get about and take care
of myself. We lived in the Santo
Tomas Internment Camp until Ma-
nila Bay was cleared of mines and
a convoy of ships could be brought
safely into harbor. Camp life
wasn't bad. The Army fed us well
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At the beach we were put on an LCT
waiting to take us out to our ship.
Mom and I made the long climb up
the rope ladder gangway to the top
deck. Mom was escorted to
Women'’s Sick Bay in the bow of the
ship. I joined the group of 85
women and children who were led
to the ladder down into the huge
hold. In a few minutes we were
asked to step back so that the non-
ambulatory male patients could be

lowered into the hold and carried
through the head into Men's Sick
Bay in the stern. As Dad came
down, I'let him know I was nearby.

When our belongings were brought
down and sorted out, it was time
for us in the hold to find a bunk
and claim our space. My first
choice was a dumb one. The bunks
were four high and I chose the top
one. That first night it rained.
There was a leak in the canvas cov-
ering over the hatch and I was
soaked. I quickly climbed to the
lowest bunk, which had not been
taken, and there I stayed.

We were told that our ship was the
S.S. Torrens—a Norwegian
freighter loaned to the United
States before WWII. It had been
converted into a troop transport/
hospital ship. The Captain and
crew were Norwegian. The Captain
was in command of the ship and
an American Army Major was in
command of all GIs, sailors, and
civilians. We were issued life jack-
ets and ordered to wear them all
the time we were out of our bunks.
Sentries were posted to be sure the
order was obeyed.

On the 10" of April, the 12 ships
and three destroyer escorts left
Manila Bay. I was sad to watch my
birthplace fade from view. I won-
dered if I would ever see it again.
We had lost everything but our
lives. We would have to start over
when we reached the end of our
journey on the S.S. Torrens.

There was a “now hear this” an-
nouncement on the public address.
We heard the Army Major call our
attention to the rules we would live
by onboard ship. Everything
seemed straightforward until we
heard him say there would be no
fraternization between civilians
and military personnel or crew
members. A roar of disapproval
went up all over the ship. The Ma-
jor could not go on.

Fortunately, there was a man
onboard who had been our Chief



civilian column
continued

of Police in Santo Tomas. Gordon
came to the rescue by going to the
Major and explaining to him how
wrong such a rule would be for us
civilians who had to live under se-
vere Japanese order that allowed
no normalcy in our lives. It would
be so much better for us all to be
able to reach out and interact. We
needed to get along in a real world.
The Major withdrew the order and
happy cheers replaced the angry
moans. From that moment on,
Gordon became our civilian leader
for all causes.

On the third day we arrived at
Tacloban, Leyte. The folks who had
been flown there in March could
now board assigned ships in the
convoy. I saw my first aircraft car-
rier and was amazed at the size of
that beautiful ship.

When we sailed away from
Tacloban, it was obvious to us on
the Torrens that our ship was leav-
ing the convoy and heading in an-
other direction. A “now hear this”
call explained the situation. The
Torrens was the lightest ship in the
convoy and had been chosen to
proceed to several islands above
and below the equator where mili-
tary personnel waited for a ride
home after serving three years in
the Pacific. One destroyer escort
went with us for protection against
any Japanese submarines lurking
about. Little did we know how
grateful we would be to have that
escort nearby.

My life aboard ship fell into a busy
routine including morale boosting
recreation. My Dad’s medic woke
me up every morning at six on his
way into sickbay with breakfast. I
helped Dad with all meals. Mom
did not need me for meals, so I vis-
ited her midmornings and after-
noons. I made sure I made it on
time to my meals. No one wanted

to miss the delicious fare our U.S.
Navy cooks provided.

Every night, many of the passen-
gers assembled in the Mess. Those
two hours before bedtime were
filled with music, fun, and laugh-
ter. Several GIs played piano and
guitar. Some of the civilians could
sing and dance—even do the Hula.
One night, the Special Services Of-
ficer asked if anyone would like to
put together a show. The response
was overwhelming! And so we did!
It was a lot of work but worth ev-
ery minute of it. Opening night was
such a success that we were asked
to put it on again one more time.
We were thrilled to oblige.

We were enjoying a calm journey.
There was one day of grief when
we learned that President Roosevelt
died on the 12™ of April. When the
day came that we would be going
down under the equator, word
went round to the crew that we ci-
vilians were not to be hazed in typi-
cal manner. We had gone through
too many ordeals. Instead, there
was music and dancing on deck
and everyone received a special
card and certificate of the new ex-
perience.

After the Torrens picked up mili-
tary persons on several islands, the
ship headed back over the equator.
Then came a night of fright! It was
about 8 o’clock when our ship be-
gan to shudder and shake. It felt
as though we were scraping bot-
tom. There were three explosive
sounds. A submarine had been
spotted! The “get ready to aban-
don ship” alarm then sounded.
Everyone went as directed to their
places at the rail on top deck. We
were told that when we heard the
Abandon Ship signal, we must
jump into the water. We were as-
sured help would be on the way. I
asked about my parents’ safety and
was told the patients would be car-
ried to the lifeboats. It seemed like
an eternity but it was not long un-
til the all clear sounded and we
could collapse and relax! Thanks

to our destroyer escort, we were
out of harm’s way!

On the 8" of May, the Captain an-
nounced the glorious news that the
war in Europe was finished! V-E
Day!! The Norwegian crew knew
this meant they would be going
home to Norway at the end of this
trip. Out came the accordions and
there was dancing and singing that
day on deck. More happy news
came when the passengers were
notified that their destination was
San Francisco. Until that moment,
we really did not know for sure.

One week later at midnight, the
Torrens sailed under the Golden
Gate Bridge with whistles blowing
and passengers whooping and yell-
ing!! It was very cold and I can re-
member one of the Navy cooks
putting a warm blanket around me.
It was an unforgettable moment in
time.

The next morning, the FBI and Im-
migration Officers came onboard.
After much questioning, I was al-
lowed to go down on the dock. A
band was playing patriotic tunes,
the Red Cross was serving coffee
and doughnuts, people were
hollering. It was chaotic and won-
derful. Social Services were there
to assist with money and informa-
tion. Then I spotted familiar faces.
Mom came down to join me and
Dad was carried down and put on
an ambulance to be taken to a hos-
pital. Now it was time to collect
our stuff and go home with my
college classmate and her mother
who had offered us a place to stay.

I said my tearful goodbyes to all
my shipboard friends. Then I blew
akiss to the S.S. Torrens—that gal-
lant ship which had brought us
safely to our new home in America.

Photo: Santo Tomas Internment
Camp at liberation
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events and information

October 11-14, 2007. The Oflag 64
POW Annual Reunion will be held in
Tulsa Oklahoma this year. We have an
exciting schedule of meetings, activities
and entertainment for the men and their
families. For further information please
contact Jay Wagner at 940-577-1487 or
e-mail Jay at jew@earthlink.net.

Feb. 1-4, 2008. The next Civilian
Philippine Liberation Reunion
weekend will be held at the Marriott
Hotel in Fremont, CA. Plans are in
progress for this activity and addi-
tional information will be forth-
coming. Please join us next year.
We look forward to your atten-
dance at this informative and fun
gathering celebrating liberations in
the Philippines in early 1945. For
information contact: Sascha
Jansen,

Mabuhayma@aol.com.

looking 4.5,
for v

REWARD for your DELAWARE
POW LICENSE PLATE. Please help
me as [ am collecting a POW License
plate from every state and this is
my last one that I don’t have. 1
would like to have the full run of
plates photographed for folks and
school kids to see and learn about
what POWs went through for our
country. For those of you that sent
me your plates I would like to
thank you again. Please contact me:
Dana Finn, 29 Lancaster Lane,
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Bedford, NH, 03110, Tel: 603-472-
4443 or dfinnn@comcast.net.

My uncle James K. Davis was with
the 506th PIR on D Day and was
captured the next day by the Ger-
mans. He was assigned to either E
Company or HQ Company on D
Day. I have found his name on
documents from Oflag 64 in Po-
land. He is quoted as having said
that he escaped from the camp
when the Russians were getting
close and made his way to their
lines where he was then sent to the
Black Sea for transport home. I
would like to communicate with
any one who knew my Uncle dur-
ing both the time just before D Day
and the POW camp days. Thanks
for your help. Dave Boylan, 500
Sharondale, Tullahoma, TN 37388;
931 455 4130;

dboylan5540@charter.net.

I am looking for information about
my father, Charles Robert Weldon,
a private in WWIL. My father, now
deceased, was a POW at Stalag VIIA.
The Military archives had a fire that
left only a record of my father’s
enlistment and discharge dates. A
number of websites state that the
camp had a roster of inmates. By
finding such a roster, with my
Father’s name, we could add the
information to our family’s history
and ensure that he was, posthu-
mously, awarded the missing
items; CIB, POW Medal, Purple
Heart, etc. Here is part of his story:
“ Back in World War II, friends who
went to school together could sign
up together and be together all
through their enlistment. One of
your dad’s good friends and he
signed up together and were in the
“war” together. One morning they
were out in the field, and your dad
yelled “down, incoming”, to his
friend who was ahead of him, and
then he hit the dust. When he
looked up the only thing left of his
friend was a single leg standing
there in mute testimony that he
was gone forever. Your dad was left

with shrapnel in his leg, mute tes-
timony to his friend’s loss. I know
how your dad felt - his world col-
lapsed, but the war continued. He
spent no time in the hospital, as
he was captured the next day. He
was put in the encampment
(wooden building up on pillars). He
made friends almost at once. And
days later when his leg became
encased in blue, his ‘friends’ put
on an oval pot to boil, knowing that
the only way to save his life was to
stop the gangrene that was in his
leg. Asyour dad was so tall, it took
several men to carry him to the
boiling pot and immerse his leg in
the boiling water. He carried scars
from this to his death. He forever
was grateful that they did this aw-
ful task to save his life. When he
returned to the states and we were
billeted at the Biltmore Hotel in
Santa Barbara, they operated and
took out most of the shrapnel, they
also operated on his feet to remove
the harm done by the freezing.”
Michael Weldon, SFC US Army, re-
tired; Udon Thani, Thailand;
dighambara@hotmail.com.

I am looking for information about
my grandfather who was a POW in
Germany during WWIL. He was a
paratrooper and I think he would
have been a POW around 1943 -
1945. I am not sure when because
he refuses to talk about it due to
PTSD. His name is Jesse Littleton
Young. He was bornin 1919 and is
still living. Cindy Johnson, 12963
Walsh Lane, Lusby, MD 20657; 410-
326-1911.

My name William Scoggin. I had a
grandfather who served in WWII
and I'm looking for a list that might
have his signature on it. His name
was Lesley R. Scoggin #282275
T420 USMC (That is on his dog
tags).If you have anything, please
send them to me at P.O. Box 931
Esparto CA 95627 or e-mail me at
wscoggin_2003@hotmail.com
Thank you.



embets’

Dear Cheryl,

Many of our retirees do not know
that when they put in for Social Se-
curity, they should have also sub-
mitted their DD214. Their time in
the service is credited to the amount
they receive when retiring. It’s also
retroactive if at first their DD214
was not registered. To the wives,
when they retire and if the DD214
was not submitted, an adjustment
should be made to their Social Se-
curity check.

Charles Susino

136 Jefferson St.
Metuchen, NJ 08340
732-549-5775

Dear Members of the AXPOW:

I have been a member longer that I
like to talk about (I joined in 1954).
My wife June and I have been Life-
members for a long time. We waited
to get the numbers we wanted. I was
an Officer elected or appointed for
over 20 years.

All of this talk about civilians in this
organization, some of you should
know that this organization was
started by two Mother’s in the state
of New Mexico, that had sons over
there, and maybe some of you
should look in the Webster Dictio-
nary for the meaning of POW. I
quote Mr. Webster “POW or P.O.W
means a prisoner of war”.

When D.C. Wimbery was Com-
mander, I was his Judge Advocate,
and Dusty Evashavik was the Trea-
surer, and when Dusty passed away
his family sued the AXPOW Organi-
zation. D.C., Joe and Glenda Sesser,
and I flew to Pittsburg, PA, for 3
nights and 4 days, and we talked
Pauline Brown into taking the Adj.
and Treasurer, which at that time

paid $75.00 a month for both jobs. I
think she did a good job at both. This
trip was done at no cost to the organi-
zation, we paid our own way. D.C. asked
Sally Morgan to take the job when
Pauline Brown wanted to take care of
her husband. Sally said she would try if
they would pay her $100.00 a month,
and Sally’s husband Bill was Sgt at Arms
for many years. I think you should also
know that Sally Morgan was a POW in
the Philippine Islands.

There is talk of moving the Headquar-
ters to Washington, DC, and I think that
would be a BIG mistake. June and I were
in Washington, DC, in May ’07 for my
4™ Marine Reunion, and the hotel rooms,
meals and travel was about a third more
than here in the Midwest. Also, look at
the expense of the move that it will cost
the organization.

I served on the Board of Directors with
Frances Richter, Betty Rodrigus, and
Mary Wheat. I think they did a good job.
I think you could do a lot worse. I here a
lot of rumors of changing ,the name,
that is a no, no in my book. You have a
lot of NOK members, that would like to
have some of these jobs, and would do
every bit as good if not better, than some
of them have done in the past as offic-
ers. My daughter and granddaughter are
Life Members. My daughter grew up go-
ing to the National Conventions, she
considered it her second family. Our
family vacation was centered around the
convention, and she knew most of the
people that went. She has made some
of the convention since she has grown
up, and says it sure isn’t the same as it
used to be, because you have 2 sides in-
stead of one Great group together. She
says we have to many Commanders and
not enough workers. Everyone wants to
be in charge, and so many don’t want to
work for what the organization was es-
tablished for.

I took a 7 year period and came up with
some BAD news. The deficits are listed

below:

1999 119,000.00
2000 96,764.00
2001 11,837.00
2002 21,349.00
2003 33,663.00
2004 113,491.00
2005 106,445.00

If you add up these deficits for these 7
years you could print a lot of bulletins
and other expenses.

No one can run a railroad long with
Boards like this. It seems like we have
been electing the wrong Boards. It
looks to me like some are running and
playing at some one else’s expense.

Now to the AXPOW Service Founda-
tion should not have been organized.
It was voted in San Antonio, TX, by
the board of directors and later from
the floor of the convention in 1963,
that no one could use our name or
logo on anything. We had a company
to raise funds in 1962, that gave us
about 1% and they had a formula to
get the rest for expenses, so I think
somebody did not check past records
before doing some things.

The last time I was on the Finance
Committee there was a lot of money
in Life Membership Fund. The way I
read it that fund was started in 1962-
1963 for funding the bulletin, and
nothing else. It was suppose to be a
locked box to be used for only the
printing of bulletins. When Paul Rich-
ter took the Adj/Treasurer we were
broke and owed for printing the bul-
letins. He took the job and did not take
any pay, and I took the Commander
and though the San Antonio Chapter
Paul and I got it on its feet, and ones
that followed us kept up the good
work till lately. Seems like they just
want to spend and tear it down. By
the way George Coates and Gary
Anloft made the Bulletin into a maga-
zine smaller that at present, up till
then it was a newspaper 1962-1963.

At the 2006 National Convention the
new National Commander Robert W.
Fletcher, if I remember what they said
he would have $98.00 surplus. That
would be a plus to what it has been.

I hope I didn’t hurt anyone’s feelings,
but this is the way I feel.

Sincerely,

The 13™ National Commander
Jack D. Warner

P.S. In all my years I didn’t take one
penny from the treasury. I did it for
my BUDDIES Past and Present.
Check the records. JDW
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Oct. 17-21, 2007
Springfield, IL
“Land of Lincoln”
Convention Registration

59" ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION

Address

Registrant’s Name Nickname
Spouse’s Name (if attending) Phone
E-mail

Sate Zip

City

Special Needs (Wheel chair, oxygen, etc.)

Unit When Captured

Theatre
Camps

American Ex-Prisoners of War
60" National Convention
October 17-21, 2007

AGENDA

Tues. Oct. 16

National Service Officer Training Sat. Oct. 20

Tours

Wed. Oct. 17
National Board of Directors
Meeting

Thurs. Oct. 18

Opening Ceremonies
National Legislation Program
Medsearch Seminar
Commander’s Reception

Fri. Oct. 19

Men and Women’s Workshops
Education Seminar
Ladies/PNCs Luncheons
National Convention Call to
Order

Reunion Night
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Continuation of General Assem-
bly

Banquet & Installation of Offic-
ers

Sun. Oct. 21

National Board of Directors
Meeting

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES:

There will be entertainment each
night of the convention, including
the Springfield Capitol Area Band,
The Springfield Municipal Band
and the St. Andrews society Pipes
and Drumes.

The PNC Luncheon is scheduled for
Friday, Oct. 19™.

Reunion Night will be Friday, Oct.
19,

REGISTRATION (per person)
$70

Payableto:

2007 Convention Fund

Mail to: Marylou Andersen
1244 Red Oak Ct

Elgin, Illinois 60120
847-717-0343

Saturday Night Banquet

The “Airmen of Swing” will be our
entertainment for the Banquet.
They are a full swing orchestra
who perform for veterans’ groups.
They come from Milwaukee, WI.
Diane Ayers, our very helpful NOK
fundraiser suggested them and
they accepted. Danceable music,
etc.

Choice:

Boneless Breast of Chicken
Traditional London Broil
(Choose One)

Registration Total:  $

Ladies Luncheon, Friday Oct. 19"
“Hats off to the Ladies’

40s and 50s fashion show

Bring your vintage chapeau!

$25.00pp $

Grand Total: $



60™ National Convention

October 17-21, 2007

HOST HOTEL ~ Springfield Hilton
700 East Adams, Sprindfield, IL 62701

Name

217-789-1530

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Arrival Date

Departure Date

Number of Beds in Room 1

Circle One: Visa MasterCard
Credit Card #

American Express

Smoking
Discover

Special Needs

Exp Date

Non-Smoking
Diners Club

Check in time is 3:00PM ~ Check-out time is 12:00 Noon

complimentary breakfast, airport shuttle.

Valet parking $10.00 per day

Things to do while
you’re in Springfield

Sightseeing

Over one million visitors a year
come to see Springfield’s historic
Lincoln sites, which include the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Mu-
seum and Library, the Lincoln
Home and Neighborhood, Lincoln-
Herndon Law Offices, Lincoln
Tomb, Lincoln’s New Salem, and
more.

Other attractions include the Dana-
Thomas House, the Old State Capi-
tol, the Illinois State Capitol and the
Executive Mansion.

Year-Round Festivals

Springfield offers hundreds of ex-
citing events throughout the year,
including: the Old Capitol Art Fair
in May, the International Carillon
Festival in June, the Illinois State

Fair ugust and First Night
Springfield on New Year’s Eve, just
to name a few.

Shopping

From charming, one-of-kind bou-
tiques to nationally recognized, big
city department stores, Springfield
offers something for everyone.

The city’s westside offers White
Oaks Mall, (the largest central Illi-
nois indoor shopping facility), na-
tional discount shopping centers,
home improvement stores, state-
of-the-art computer and home en-
tertainment stores, fashion bou-
tiques and more.

The historical downtown area is
brimming with specialty shops, an-
tique stores, bakeries, art galleries
and much more.

The legacy of America’s greatest
statesman, Abraham Lincoln, can
be traced to Springfield,
[llinois...the city he loved and
proudly called his home. As you
walk through the streets of historic
Springfield, you’ll feel as though
you've stepped back in time...and
are experiencing Springfield as Lin-
coln knew it.
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News
Briefs

When Your Information
has been Compromised

Steps to Take From
the Federal Trade
Commission

The FTC is the federal clearing-
house for identity theft complaints.
The complaints we receive from vic-
tims are available to other federal,
state and local law enforcement of-
ficials nationwide.

The FTC estimates that as many as
9 million Americans have their
identities stolen each year.

The crime takes many forms. Iden-
tity thieves may rent an apartment,
obtain a credit card, or establish a
telephone account in your name.
You may not find out about the
theft until you review your credit
report or a credit card statement
and notice charges you didn’t
make—or until you're contacted by
a debt collector.

Identity theft is serious. While some
identity theft victims can resolve
their problems quickly, others
spend hundreds of dollars and
many days repairing damage to
their good name and credit record.
Some consumers victimized by
identity theft may lose out on job
opportunities, or be denied loans
for education, housing or cars be-
cause of negative information on
their credit reports. In rare cases,
they may even be arrested for
crimes they did not commit.
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Having your information lost or
stolen can be a frightening experi-
ence, because you may worry about
how the information may be mis-
used if it falls into the wrong
hands. Fortunately, since your
data may have been accessed with-
out authorization, there are steps
you can take to detect misuse that
has already occurred and to help
prevent potential future misuse.

As a first step, consider placing a
fraud alert on your credit reports.
Also, consider filing a complaint
with the FTC.

Many states have laws that govern
how businesses should respond to
data breaches, and what notice or
assistance they are required to pro-
vide to affected consumers. Texas
is one of those states. Notices were
placed in the Ex-POW Bulletin in
September and October issues. A
notice was also placed on the AX-
POW Website - www.axpow.org.

What information should
I monitor regularly?

Early detection of a potential iden-
tity theft can make a big difference.
Keep an eye out for any suspicious
activity by routinely monitoring:

Your financial statements. Moni-
tor your financial accounts and bill-
ing statements regularly, looking
closely for charges you did not
make.

Your credit reports. Credit reports
contain information about you, in-
cluding what accounts you have
and how you pay your bills. The law
requires each of the major nation-
wide consumer reporting agencies
to provide you with a free copy of
your credit report, at your request,
once every 12 months. If an iden-
tity thief is opening credit accounts
in your name, these accounts are
likely to show up on your credit
report. To find out, order a copy of
your credit reports.

Once you get your reports, review
them carefully. Look for inquiries
from companies you haven't con-
tacted, accounts you didn't open,
and debts on your accounts that
you can’t explain. Check that infor-
mation, like your Social Security
number, address(es), name or ini-
tials, and employers are correct. If
you find fraudulent or inaccurate
information, get it removed. Con-
tinue to check your credit reports
periodically, especially for the first
year after the identity theft is dis-
covered, to make sure no new
fraudulent activity has occurred.

What are the signs of
identity theft?

Stay alert for the signs of identity
theft, like:

accounts you didn’t open
and debts on your accounts that
you can’t explain.

fraudulent or inaccurate in-
formation on your credit reports,
including accounts and personal
information, like your Social Secu-
rity number, address(es), name or
initials, and employers.

failing to receive bills or
other mail. Follow up with credi-
tors if your bills don’t arrive on
time. A missing bill could mean an
identity thief has taken over your
account and changed your billing
address to cover his tracks.

receiving credit cards that
you didn’t apply for.

being denied credit, or be-
ing offered less favorable credit
terms, like a high interest rate, for
no apparent reason.

getting calls or letters from
debt collectors or businesses about
merchandise or services you didn’t
buy.

For more information,
Federal Trade Commission

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20580
202-326-2222



For National Commander

Charles M. Hill
I am proud to offer my name
to you as candidate for Na-
tional Commander. We have
come a long way together.
Our organization has ac-
complished great things,
and I will continue to work
for the good of all former
POWSs. 1 pledge to you my
very best efforts to keep us
focused on our mission of
service, to keep us solvent,
and to hear every suggestion
and recommendation you
have to offer for the good
of American Ex-Prisoners of
War. I look forward to the
chance to serve.

For Sr. Vice Commander
Kenny Hanson

Serving with the Army, 14th
Inf. Reg., 25th Inf. Div. Co.
“T”, Kenny was captured on
the east slope of Heartbreak
Ridge, Korea. Kenny has
been a life member of AX-
POW since 1988. He served
as Dept. JVC, SVC and Com-
mander; and has served as
State Treasurer for 7 years.
He is an AXPOW VAVS Rep-
resentative at the Minne-
apolis, MN VAMC and has
been an active National Di-
rector, North Central Region
for eight years; JVC for the
past year. He also serves as
Convention Chairman.

Candidatg_s for National Office

[ |

For Sr. Vice Commander
Warren King

Warren has been a member
of AXPOW since 1990. He
served two terms as Na-
tional Director and is serv-
ing his first year as Jr. Vice
Commander. He has been
actively involved in Tennes-
see AXPOW organizations
as Alvin C. York Chapter
Commander since its for-
mation and Dept. Com-
mander for one year. War-
ren was a member of the 4

Inf. Div. Utah Beach Army
replacement, Combat Medi-
cal. He was captured on
Dec. 3, 1944 and held in 3
POW camps until liberation.

For Jr. Vice Commander

East~Charles Susino
Charlie served the member-
ship as National Director
for the Northeast Region.
He has been commander of
his local chapter and has
been State Dept. Com-
mander for 8 years. He has
served on the Lyons VAMC
as a stakeholder since 1999
and received their “Golden
Eagles” award. He speaks to
schoolchildren - educating
them on the POW experi-
ence. Charlie is also a NSO
- working to ensure his fel-
low POWs and their widows
receive the benefits they so
richly deserve.

For Jr. Vice Commander

Central~Morris Barker
While serving with the 15th
AF - 4515t BG, 726th Bs -
Morris was shot down over
Hungary and held in Stalag
Luft IV. He has been an ac-
tive member of AXPOW,
serving as Chapter and
Texas Department Com-
mander. For the past two
years, Morris has worked
hard trying to keep AXPOW
financially solvent. He de-
veloped a plan, which he
presented to the member-
ship in 2006, and again in
the Bulletin in Jan. 2007. He
is looking forward to imple-
menting it as a member of
the Budget Committee.

For Jr. Vice Commander

West~Frank Burger
Frank was a National Direc-
tor for AXPOW in the mid-
1990s. He was Commander
of the San Diego Chapter
and SVC for the Dept. of CA.
He participates weekly in
POW support group meet-
ings and many local veter-
ans affairs. He was named
San Diego County Veteran
of the Year in 2001. He has
also been a NSO for many
years. He is currently Jr.
Vice Commander-West. Dur-
ing WWII, Frank was as-
signed to the 451 BG, 425
BS, 15" AF. He was captured
over Hungary and held in
Luft IV and Luft I.

For National Director
NE~Laura McIntyre

Laura has been National
Director since 1999. She
served two terms as Chap-
ter Commander of the West-
ern MA Chapter, and is past
State Dept. Commander for
Massachusetts, past Adju-
tant and Treasurer. She is
also a life member of DAVA
and VFW Auxiliary. She has
spent 26 vyears VAVS
Northampton VAMC; 16
years Council on Aging,
Hardwick, MA, Chairman
COA for 10 years. On the
AXPOW National level, she
serves as Chairman, Awards
and member, Bylaws com-
mittees.

or National Director
SE~Ray VanDuzer
While serving in the Army
with the 28® Inf. Div., Ray
was captured in Germany;
he was held in Stalags XIIA,
IIIB, IIIA, XIA. In civilian
life, he spent 40 years as
CEO of not-for-profit corpo-
rations. He is an active
member of the Florida Gulf
Coast Chapter, AXPOW. He
is also an active NSO, work-
ing with the St. Petersburg
VAMC. Ray is currently Na-
tional Director for the
Southeast Region.
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Candldates for National Office

For National Director
SE~Lloyd Pate
Pate was assigned to the
24th ID, then Co. K, 19th
Regt. He was captured on
Jan. 1st, 1951 and remained
a POW for 31 months and
19 days. Pate was instru-
mental in forming the Dept.
of Georgia and chartering
another 8 Chapters. He has
served in numerous posi-
tions within the Department
including three terms as
Commander. He is a life
member of the VFW, AL,
MOPH, VUMS and the
KWVA plus several Division
Associations

For National Director
NC~Carroll Bogard
Carroll served Wlth the 8'
AF, 466" BG, 785" BS. He
was captured in August,
1944; held in Stalag Luft VI
and Luft IV. He joined AX-
POW in 1986 and quickly
became an active member.
He has been Chapter Adju-
tant, Vice Commander and
Commander; at the Dept.
level, he worked the chairs,
culminating with a three-
year stint as Commander
when they. hosted the 1995
National Convention. He
has been a National Direc-
tor for the past three years.

For National Director
MC~Ed Kazmierczak

Kaz is currently serving as
National Director. He re-
placed the deceased
Leonard Rose. He was
wounded and captured on
January 21, 1945 in Luxem-
bourg during the Battle of
the Bulge. He was held in
XITA and XIB. He was liber-
ated on April 16, 1945 in
Germany. Kaz belongs to
the Wolverine Chapter #1 in
Dearborn, Michigan. He
served two terms as com-
mander of the chapter.

For National Director
NW-~ Bonnie Sharp

Bonnie has served 5 years
as a National Director and
was appointed to a term as
National Jr. Vice Com-
mander, Western Zone in
2006. She has been active
member on the National
Board of Directors’ Out-
reach, Membership, and
Ways & Means Committees.
In Washington State, she
was Chapter Commander
for 3 years and is presently
serving her third year as
Chapter Adjutant.
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For National Director
NW~Gwen D. Warren

Gwen has been a longtime
member of the Seattle Chap-
ter, AXPOW. She was adju-
tant for the chapter for six
years (after volunteering to
computerize the member-
ship list) and was event
planner for the Dept’s. 2007
State Convention in Everett,
Washington. Gwen also
served as president of the
Pacific Northwest Rainbow
Auxiliary of the Army 42nd
Division. In Dec. of 2006,
she was appointed to fill the
remaining term of North-
west National Director, Jim
Wells.

For National Director
SW~Milton M. Moore, ]Jr.
Skip has been a long-time
active member of the Ameri-
can Ex-Prisoners of War. His
father, Milton M. Moore Sr.,
was elected as the National
Commander of AXPOW in
1989. Skip served as Na-
tional Sgt at Arms for 6
years. He spent 22 years in
the Army and had two tours
of duty in Viet Nam, retir-
ing as a SSG (E6) in August
of 1989. Currently, Skip is
the Commander of the
Cochise Chapter AXPOW
and the Senior Vice Com-
mander for the Department
of Arizona, AXPOW.

For Natlonal Dlrector

SC~James L. Lollar
Jim, a B-52 Tail-Gunner, be-

came a member of the 4"
Allied POW Wing at the in-
famous Hoa Lo Prison (the
Hanoi Hilton) after his air-
craft was shot down over
North Vietnam during Op-
eration Linebacker II. He
has been an active Life
Member of AXPOW and
other veterans service orga-
nizations. Jim is currently
serving his 379 term as
AXPOW’s National Ser-
geant-at-Arms and is JVC
for the Dallas Metroplex
Chapter. He is also editor of
the Chapter newsletter.

For National Director
SW~Ralph Kling
Ralph flew P-47s during
WWII, while serving with the
Army Air Corps. He was
captured after being shot
down over Luxembourg. He
was a POW in Stalag Luft III
and Stalag VIIA (Moosberg).
He was liberated on April
29, 1945. Ralph is currently
Jr. Vice Commander of the
San Diego Chapter #1,
Commander~Department
of California and National
Director for the Southwest
Region.



The Members of the Brooklyn “Key” Chapter, AXPOW
believe in our slogan:
“We Exist to Help Those Who Cannot Help Themselves”

1
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Several years ago, we purchased two new DELL computers for the National Service Office
We have donated $4,000 to help the EX-POW Bulletin
We furnished two rooms for families of veteran-patients staying overnight
We purchased rehabilitation equipment, televisions and more

We now ask every chapter with money to buy space in our Bulletin. We need this wonderful publication — MedSearch,
TAPS, Stories of the past and other news and articles. The Brooklyn “Key” Chapter is the busiest, most productive chapter
in the country. We know most can’t do what we have done, but we ask your help in keeping our EX-POW Bulletin alive.
If you want to help, call Lee at 718-642-7647.

THANK YOU!

American Ex-Prisoners of War Website Biography
WWW.axpow.org
If you are not a current member of AXPOW,
you must submit documentation of your POW status.

City/State/Zip Telephone
Email
Conflict and Theater of Operation
Branch of Service Unit
Where were you captured? Date captured
POW camps you were held in

ow long were you a POW? Date liberated
Medals received

Job in the military
After the war

Biograph lease type or print one or two paragraphs.

Submit 1 or 2 photographs (color or black and white).

SEND TO:  American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 East Pioneer Parkway #40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
Please include your check for $65. Ex-POW Bulletin

If you have any questions, please contact Clydie Morgan, National Adjutant, October 2007
at 817-649-2979; HQ@axpow.org 23



The American Ex-Prisoners of War
Platinum Plus® MasterCard® Credit Card

Bankof America

=z

Power. Prestige. Flexibility.

There is a card that truly deserves to be the only card in your wallet. We couldn’t be more proud to offer you the
5 s 5 H s 5us
American Ex-Prisoners of War Platinum Plus® MasterCard" credit card at competitive rates.

Exceptional Benefits

No Annual Fee

Low introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR)*
Generous credit lines as high as $100,000
Emergency card replacement

Cash access al thousands of ATMs worldwide

World-Class Service

2d-hour Customer service

Billing dispute advocates

Complete online account access and bill pay features
Instant credit line decisions

Travel planning services

Complete Security

«  Around-the-clock fraud protection

s Zero liability for fraudulent charges

s Secure access o your account online, all the time

o  Common Carrier Travel Accident Insurance coverage

What's more, each time you make a purchase with your eredit card, a contribution is made to the American Ex-Prisoners of War - at
no additional cost to you,

Learn more—call toll-free 1-866-438-6262. TTY uvsers, call 1-800-833-6262. Please refer to priority code
FAAP4F when speaking with a representative to apply.

*For information about the rates, fees, other costs, and benefits associated with the use of the card; or o apply, please call the above
toll-free numbers,

This eredit card program is issued and admimistered by FIA Card Services, NoA. Any account opened i response to this application
shall be governed by the laws of the state of Delaware. Travel planning services are provided to Bank of America Customers by an
independently owned and operated travel agency registered to do business in California (Reg. No, 2036509-50); Ohio (Reg. No.
RTRYO2RG) Washington (Reg. No. 601 1237430) and other states, as required. MasterCard is a federally registered service mark of
MasterCard International, Inc., and 13 used by the issuer pursuant to license. Bank of America 15 a registered trademark of Bank of
America Corporation,
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contributions

Please send donations to:

National Headquarters, 3201 East
Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40,
Arlington, TX 76010. You can also
make a donation with a credit
card (MasterCard or Visa). Just call
817-6492979. Thank you!

Contributions are not tax deductible

GENERAL FUND
Robert Rivers, Orcutt CA
Thomas Foy, Bayard NM
In memory of Allen ‘Al’ Seamans, by
the Rocky Mountain Chapter, CO
In memory of Anthony Kolich, by David
Berg, Rodrigo Gomez, Janet Snell-

Kelly,Sharon Uhl, Joshua Muntain, Li-
At Friedman, Dave Mills and Cristy
Pauley

In memory of Bob Suvada, by Sam
Moreland

In memory of Cleo Jackson, by Harry
Hammers

In memory of Dario Gerola, by George
Fasciano

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Carolyn Chavez

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Connie Pace

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Daniel Ormrod

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
friends and neighbors of Howard
Bromberg

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Georgetta Painter

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Geraldine Rose

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Kathleen Thompson

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Kerry Kelley

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Lorie Lamb

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Lorinda Hite

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Marcia Scott

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Patricia Milgram

In memory of Emanuel Bromberg, by
Richard Macklin

In memory of Leroy Brown, by Harold
Knapp

In memory of Milford Beldt, by Wanda
Byrne

In memory of Stewart Livingston, by
Anna Roberts

In memory of Stewart Livingston, by
Harriet Berne

chaplain’s corner

National Chaplain

John Romine
1609 S. 23rd Street
Rogers, AR 72758
(479) 636-2287

As I went out this morning to get
the newspaper, I glanced up and
thought, “This is the day the Lord
has made;let us rejoice and be glad
in it.” I would like for all the very
special friends and even those who
have not been friends to under-
stand where this humble servant of
the Lord has been coming from for
over 50 years. I hope you will give
some thought to what I am trying
to say; what I have written and said
have not really been my thoughts.
I do not have any special abilities,
but working in the Lord’s vineyard,
I have been provided everything I

need to prepare sermons, devo-
tions, funerals, etc. I am so thank-
ful that the Lord has taken care and
given me proper words and
thoughts that seemed to mostly fit
the situation. So although we might
not understand His plan for us at
the time He proposes it, I promise
to do the Lord’s will and honor
Him. Please remember that this is
the day the Lord has made. May we
use it to glorify His Holy and
Blessed Name.

Let us Pray: Almighty God, grant
that we, as a God-fearing people
and nation, find a way to overcome
our differing opinions. Please for-
give us when we fail to be more like
Thee, who loves peace more than
turmoil. To want unity instead of
division. O Lord, our God, we do
pray for peace on earth and good
will toward all people and nations
and let there be an accounting of
our POW/MIAs and in all things
may we be more like Thee in whose
name we pray. AMEN.

Thought for the month: The high-
est reward for what we do is not
what we get from it, but what we
become by it.

Top 10 signs from God...

1) Let’s Meet At My House
Sunday Before the Game - God
2) Cmon Over And Bring The
Kids - God

3) What Part of “Thou Shalt
Not...” Didn’t You Understand?
- God

4) We Need To Talk - God

5) Keep Using My Name in Vain
And TI'll Make Rush Hour
Longer! - God

6) Loved The Wedding, Invite Me
To The Marriage - God

7) That “Love Thy Neighbour”
Thing, I Meant It. - God

8) 1 Love You...I Love You...I
Love You... - God

9) Will The Road You're On Get
You To My Place? - God

10) Follow Me. - God

- .8
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Please submit taps notices to: Cheryl Cerbone, 23 Cove View Drive, South Yarmouth, MA 02664

BERGMAN, Herman Arthur, 90, of
Portland, OR passed away July 8,
2007. He was captured while serv-
ing in the Army during WWII; he
spent 20 months in Luft 3 before lib-
eration. Herman is survived by two
sons, one brother, one sister and two
grandsons.

CACERES, Catalina passed away on
July 11, 2007 at the age of 83. She
was born in Corregidor, Philippines.
Catalina was preceded in death by
her beloved husband, Florencio
Caceres. She is survived by many
children and grandchildren. She
was a member of the Tacoma, WA
chapter and a life member of the
American Ex-Prisoners of War.

CHENEY, Guy P., 88, of Windsor, CT
passed away July 6, 2007. He served
with the 93 BG, 328™ BS, 8© AF. He
was imprisoned at Stalag 17B after
his plane was shot down over Ger-
many. He leaves his wife, Doris, 1
son, 1 daughter, 5 grandchildren and
11 great-grandchildren. Both Guy
and Doris were life members of CT
Chapter, AXPOW.

CHAMBERLAIN, Dorothy, beloved
wife if Henry ‘Hank’, of Edmonds,
Washington, died August 8, 2007.
Dorothy served in the US Army as a
Sergeant during WW II. She was a
surgical technician. She met her hus-
band, Henry, while serving at Ft
George Wright, WA. They were mar-
ried nearly 60 years.

CORE, Orville, of Fort Smith, Arkan-
sas, died August 15, 2007. Orville
served with the 8th Air Force, 398
Bomb Group, and was a POW in Luft
4 and 1. He is survived by his wife of
57 years, Polly Anna.

DARGON, Harry R, life member
since 1988 and a member of the
Western Massachusetts Chapter,
died June 21, 2007. He was captured
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in Belgium and spent time in Camps
8 and 7.

DEOCAMPO, Salvador passed away
August 13, 2007 in Lakewood, Wash-
ington. He was 84. Salvador is sur-
vived by his five children, 12 grand-
children and seven great-grandchil-
dren. He was born in Corregidor
Island, Philippines and was an ex-
prisoner of war during WWII and the
Korean War. Salvador was a long
time member of the Tacoma, WA
Chapter and a life member of the
American Ex-Prisoners of War.

DONOHUE, Robert G., 85, of
Wethersfield, CT died July 4, 2007.
He served with the 493 BG, 8™ AF
and was a POW at Luft 1, Barth. He
was a life member of CT Chapter,
AXPOW. Survivors include his wife,
Wanda, 2 sons, 3 grandchildren and
1 great-grandchild.

DUMAQUIT, Geoffrey, member of
the Luzuiminda Chapter in San Fran-
cisco passed away August 29, 2007.
he was 87 years old. Geoffrey was a
former Filipino Scout during WWII.
He was a life member of AXPOW. He
will be missed by his wife, Alice. He
was on the Bataan Death March and
also a retired US Army soldier.

FABER, Melvin L., “Sam”, 88, of
Greenfield, IA passed away May 2,
2007. He served with the 168" Inf.,
34™ Div. during WWII. He was cap-
tured at Faid Pass, North Africa and
held for 26 months. He leaves his
wife, Alice, 2 children, 3 grandchil-
dren and 7 great-grandchildren.

FINOT, Paul, a member of the Vista
Group with the San Diego POW Chap-
ter 1 passed away August 1, 2007.
He was a B-17 crew member of the
8™ Ajr Force, 490" BG, 848™ BS; he
was a POW in Stalag Luft 4.

HOLMBERG, Margret E., 78, of West
Hartford, CT died July 6, 2007. She
was a life member of CT Chapter,
AXPOW and was the widow of Alfred
Holmberg (393 Inf., 99" DIV., POW

at Stalag IIB). She leaves one son, one
daughter, five grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

HOWELL, Willie W., 84, passed away
Aug. 9, 2007. He was a life member
of AXPOW and the James L. Hale
Memorial Chapter, Hampton, VA. He
was captured at the Battle of the
Bulge while serving with the 720
Armored Div. His wife of 65 years,
Mary, 2 daughters, 1 sister, 1 brother
and numerous nieces and nephews
survive him.

HOWLETT, Oshlar C., of Radford,
VA passed away Dec. 6, 2006 at the
age of 87. He was captured at Faid
Pass while serving with the 34 Div.,
168" Inf. He was flown to Italy be-
fore being shipped by boxcar to Sta-
lag IIB. He was a POW for 26 months
before managing to escape in April
1945. Oshlar was a member of the
Roanoke Valley Chapter, AXPOW. He
is survived by his wife of 60 years,
Elizabeth, 2 sons and 4 grandchil-
dren.

HURD, Robert Dale “Bob” died Sep-
tember 3, 2007. During WWII, he was
in the European Theater, serving in
the 8th Air Force, 94th Bomb Group,
331st Bomb Squad. He was captured
by the Germans, was in Stalag Luft
IV and then marched to Hallie, Ger-
many. He was a member of the
Florida Gulf Coast Chapter of Ameri-
can Ex-POWs. He is survived by
Mabel, his wife of 66 years, 2 sons, 2
sisters, 4 grandchildren, and 3 great
grandchildren.

JACOBSEN, Gene Samuel, of St.
George, UT passed away May 25,
2007. He was 85. Gene was captured
while serving in the Philippines with
the 20™ Pursuit Squadron. He sur-
vived the Bataan Death March and 3
% years of imprisonment in the Phil-
ippines and Japan. He is missed by
his loving wife of 61 years, Barbara
(a gunnery instructor in the US Navy
WAVES), 3 children, 9 grandchildren
and 1 great-granddaughter.



taps continued...

JOHNSON, Chalmer D., of Milwau-
kee, WI passed away April 2, 2007 at
the age of 88. Chal served with the
91 AF during WWII; he was captured
and held POW for one year. He was
a member of the Milwaukee Barbed
Wire Chapter, AXPOW. Survivors in-
clude his loving wife of 58 years,
Lucille, 2 sons, 1 daughter, 8 grand-
children and 1 sister.

KALINOWSKI, Helen L., 83, of West
Boylston, MA died August 25, 2007.
Helen , along with her husband,
Stephen, was an active member of
AXPOW - both at the local and na-
tional levels. She served as treasurer
of the Central Massachusetts Chap-
ter for 14 years. In addition to her
beloved husband, Helen is survived
by one son, one sister and many
nieces and nephews. She will be
missed by her many friends.

KALLAL, Howard, 83, died August
4 in Palm Harbor, FL. He was born
in Cicero, Ill, and moved here in 1980.
He served in the ETO, 8th AF, 305th
BG, 366th BS, during World War II.
He was captured and held in Stalag
Luft IV. He is survived by Irene, his
wife of 60 years, 4 sons, a daughter,
20 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

KANTOR, Dwain Stanley, of San
Diego, CA died July 5, 2007. He was
shot down on his seventh mission,
returning from Hanover while serv-
ing with the 8™ AF. Dwain is survived
by two sons, two grandsons and two
granddaughters.

KEARNEY, Matthew ]J., of Greendale,
WI died July 2, 2007 at the age of
82. Matthew was an Ex-POW in WWII
and was a member of the Milwaukee
Barbed Wire Chapter, AXPOW. He is
survived by his special friend,
Delores Roecker, 2 brothers, nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends.

KENNEDY, Walbert H., of Parson, TN
passed away July 15, 2007. He was
84. During WWII, he served with the
2™ Inf. Div. “Indianhead”, 2™ Recon.
Troop, entering battle in the invasion
of Normandy. He was captured in the
mountains of Germany and held at

Stalag 12A until he escaped in April,
1945. He was a life member of AX-
POW. He leaves 1 sister, 3 sons, 2
grandchildren, many nieces, neph-
ews and his long-time friend and
comrade-in-arms, Jordan Baker.

KLINGINSMITH, Irl J., of St. Joseph,
MO died June 9, 2007. During WWII,
he served with the 1015t Airborne. Irl
was shot down over Belgium and
held in Lufts 1 and IV for 16 months.
He was a member of the Pony Ex-
press Chapter, AXPOW. Survivors
include his wife, 7 children, 3 sisters,
1 brother, 13 grandchildren and 9
great-grandchildren.

LAKNER, Fred, of Hollidaysburg, PA
passed away Aug. 16, 2007. He
served with the 8" AF, 93 BG, fly-
ing out of England. He was captured
and held in Germany until liberation.
Fred was a member of the Southern
Alleghenies Chapter, AXPOW. He
leaves his wife of 63 years, Betty, 1
son, 1 granddaughter, 2 stepsons
and 1 sister.

LIVINGSTON, Stewart B., of Edina,
MN died May 25, 2007. Stew was
serving with the 8® AF, 452 BG,
728™ BS on the “Little Judy” when
he was shot down and captured. He
was held in a succession of POW
camps until liberation. Both Stew and
his wife Lorna were life members of
the Minneapolis-St. Paul Chapter,
AXPOW. In addition to his wife, he
is survived by five children and five
grandchildren.

MADDUX, Jim “Bud” age 84, of
Cookeville, TN passed away June 10,
2007. During WWII, he served in the
Army as a member of the 82 Air-
borne Div. He was captured in France
and spent 11 months in POW camps
in Germany. Bud was a founding
member of the Dearborn, MI Chap-
ter, AXPOW. He leaves his wife, Mary,
1 daughter, 2 stepsons, 2 brothers,
5 grandchildren and numerous fam-
ily and friends.

MARTIN, Horace “Al” passed away
on June 4, 2007 at the age of 84 in
Wasilla, Alaska. Al served in the
European Theatre and was a prisoner
of war in Italy. He is survived by
his wife Jane, 2 sons and 6 grand-

children. Al was an active member
of the Tacoma, Washington Chapter
and a lifemember of the American
Ex-Prisoners of War.

MARTINEZ, Lorraine D., of Ft. Gar-
land, CO died June 22, 2007. She was
alife member of AXPOW and the Mile
High Chapter. Lorraine was the
widow of EX-POW Joe F., who was
captured while serving with the 200®
Coast Artillery; held in O’Donnell,
Cabanatuan, Hirohata/Himiji.
Lorraine is survived by 3 sons, 2
daughters and 5 grandchildren.

McCRILLIS, Carl Patton, 84, of
Dewey, AZ died July 16, 2007. Dur-
ing WWII he was seriously wounded
in the air raid on Cavite; he was sent
to a hospital in Manila. It was there
he was captured and sent to various
POW camps in the Philippines and
Japan. After 3 % years, he returned
home. Carl is survived by his wife,
Marlene, 2 children, 2 stepsons, , 4
grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren
and 1 brother.

MIDDLEBROOKS, Ralph W., of San
Diego, CA passed away July 6, 2007.
He was 84. Ralph was captured on
Corregidor and held in Cabanatuan,
then Mukden, Manchuria. He was a
member of ADBC. He leaves one son,
one daughter, three grandchildren,
one niece and one brother.

MITCHELL, Charles R., of Chelsea,
MI died March 25, 2007. He was a
member of the Wolverine Chapter,
AXPOW. During WWII, he served
with the Army Air Corps. Survivors
include his loving wife of 65 years,
Louise, 4 daughters, 3 sons, 21
grandchildren and 19 great-grand-
children.

MOCORRO, Dometela (Domi)
passed away on July 12, 2007 in
Puyallup, WA at the age of 85. She
was born in the Philippines, became
amilitary wife, traveled to the United
States and resided in Lakewood, WA
for over 50 years. Domi was pre-
ceded in death by her beloved hus-
band Mark Mocorro. She is sur-
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taps continued...

vived by her six children, 10 grand-
children and three great-
grandchildren. Domi was an active
member of the Tacoma, WA chapter
and a life member of the American
Ex-Prisoners of War.

MONTEITH, Joseph F. “Monty”, 84,
of Philadelphia, PA died April 22,
2007. His plane was shot down over
Germany; he was captured and held
for 16 months in Luft IV. He was a
devoted contributor and life mem-
ber of AXPOW. He leaves his loving
wife of 61 years, Rita, 1 daughter and
2 granddaughters.

MORRIS, Donald W., of Huntsville,
AL died recently. He served in the
Army during WWII and was a POW
in Germany. He was a member of the
North Alabama Chapter, AXPOW.
Survivors include one daughter, four
grandsons, three great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews.

OVIS, Harold W., of Delray Beach, FL
(formerly of N. Woodmere, NY)
passed away May 6, 2007. During
WWII he served with the 559™ BS,
387™ BG. He was shot down over
Germany and held in Stalag I, Stein,
Germany until liberation. He leaves
his wife, Estelle, 2 sons, 1 daughter
and 4 grandchildren.

RATZMAN, Betty Louise, member of
the Fresno Chapter #1, passed away
Aug. 19, 2007. She was the wife of
Ex-POW Earl Ratzman, who preceded
her in death in 1991. Betty is sur-
vived by one son.

RODGERS, Joseph L., 86, of New
Market, AL passed away Nov. 28,
2006. He was a member of the North
Alabama Chapter, AXPOW. He leaves
his wife of 58 years, Virginia, 2 sons,
1 granddaughter, nieces and neph-
ews and friends.

REIGERT, Dwight, age 82, of
Gresham, OR died Aug. 17, 2007.
During WWII, he served with the 15®
AF, 99 BG, 346™ BS. He was shot
down over Germany and spent most

Ex-POW Bulletin
October 2007

28

of the remaining days of the war on
a forced march. His wife of 57 years,
Arlene, survives him; he also leaves
1 son, 2 daughters and 5 grandchil-
dren.

ROBINSON, James F., 83, of
Mechanicsburg, PA died Aug 1, 2007.
He served in the Army Air Corps
during WWII; he was captured and
held prisoner of war. James leaves 2
daughters, 5 grandchildren, 1 sister
and 1 brother.

RUSSELL, Robert B., of River Hills,
SC passed away Aug. 1, 2007. He was
82. Bob was captured in the Battle
of the Bulge while serving with the
99" Inf. Div. He is survived by his
wife of 65 years, Muriel, 1 son and 3
daughters.

RUSSELL, Roy D., of Little Rock, AR
died in November, 2006. He leaves
one son, one daughter, 3 grandchil-
dren and 1 great-grandchild. The
family writes that “the camaraderie
Dad felt from your organization was
very important to him.”

SILVA, Agapito “Gap” passed away
June 17, 2007. He was 87 and a resi-
dent of Albuquerque, NM. Gap was
captured after the fall of Bataan and
spent 3 % years in POW camps in the
Philippines and Japan. He was a
member of BVO, the parent of AX-
POW. He was also National Com-
mander of ADBC. Gap is survived by
his beloved wife of 60 years, Socorro,
7 children, 12 grandchildren, 5 great-
grandchildren, 1 sister, numerous
nieces and nephews.

SMYTH, Hugh, 98, of Lakewood, WI
died March 14, 2007. He was with
the 36™ Division at the invasion of
Italy; he was captured in 1943 and
held until liberation. He leaves four
sisters, one brother, nieces and neph-
ews.

TARPLEY, Willis B. of Anderson, AL
died June 28, 2007 at the age of 85.
During WWII, he served with the 80™
Div., 317%™ Inf., Co. L. He was cap-
tured and held in Stalag 7A. Willis
was a member of the Northwest Ala-
bama Chapter, AXPOW. He leaves his
wife of 64 years, Pauline, 1 daugh-

ter, 1 granddaughter, 1 sister and
several special nieces and nephews.

TRONE, Donald, of Lewistown, IL
passed away June 27, 2007. He was
88. Donald was a member of the
Heart of Illinois Chapter, AXPOW.

TUCKER, Johnsie G., 85, of
Statesville, NC died Feb. 17, 2007.
She was the widow of Ex-POW Floyd
Tucker (captured in North Africa
with the US Army Btry 17 FA). Both
Johnsie and Floyd were life members
of AXPOW. Survivors include one
daughter, Judy.

WHETSTONE, Charles L., 82, of
Bartlett, TN passed away May 13,
2007. He was a member of the Mid-
South Chapter, AXPOW. During
WWII, he was captured while serv-
ing in the AAF; he was held at Lufts
4 and 6. He is survived by his wife of
more than 63 years, Rosalie, 1 daugh-
ter, 1 son, 4 grandchildren and 5
great-grandchildren.

WILKINS, Joy E. “Jack”, member of
the North Central Texas Chapter,
AXPOW, died July 1, 2007. He was
serving in the Army when he was
captured on Bataan and held for 3 %
years in Philippine and Japanese
POW camps. Jack leaves his wife
Wanda, one daughter, two sons,
three grandchildren and good friend
and fellow ex-POW “Doc”
Masoomian.

WILLIAMS, Duncan J., of Rutland,
VT passed away March 26, 2007. He
was 84. He leaves his wife, Ruth, 4
children, 8 grandchildren and 7
great-grandchildren.

YODER, Oard passed away in
Tacoma, Washington on April 10,
2007 at the age of 93. At the time
of his death, he was survived by his
wife Beverly and one son. YODER,
Beverly passed away in Tacoma,
Washington on May 1, 2007 at the
age of 91. She was preceded in
death by her husband Oard Yoder
only 20 days prior to her own death.
Beverly were both active and devoted
members of the Tacoma, WA Chap-
ter and life members of the Ameri-
can Ex-Prisoners of War.



taps continued...

An Angel Gets Her Wings...
by Alice A. Booher

BLACK, Earlyn Marie, known by all
as “Blackie”, was born in rural TX on
8 September 1918. She lived on a
farm and went to school during the
Depression, earning her R.N. from
Baylor University School of Nursing
in 1938. For 2 years, she was a civil-
ian staff nurse at Ft. Worth’s Cook
Memorial Hospital. Fifteen months
before Pearl Harbor, Blackie joined
the regular Army Nurse Corps. Af-
ter a stint at Ft. Sam Houston, TX,
she volunteered for “paradise”, and
in June 1941, arrived on the rocky
island fortress of Corregidor in the
Philippines. Early-on there was free
time for sports, shopping and nights
of dancing, but this did not last long.
As violence escalated, supplies began
to run short, medicine became
sparse to nonexistent, scalpels were
dulled by use, and injuries increased.
Blackie and the other nurses dis-

carded their starched white uniforms
for overalls of the Army Air Corps,
size 42.

When Gen.
MacArthur
headed for
Australia
on Mar.
12, 1942,
he left
G e n
Jonathan
“Skinny”
Wain -
wright in
command
of all Lu-
zon troops which included the
nurses.

When Corregidor fell on May 6, 1942,
and American forces surrendered to
the Japanese, Wainwright and the
others became POWs. Blackie and
other POWs/internees at Santo To-
mas Internment Camp would be lib-
erated by the 1st Cavalry.

Before the surrender, Blackie had
met a young Army soldier, Harry J.
Harding, USA, with the 63rd Infan-

try (PA), Ilio, Panay. Then a Major,
he, too, was captured on Corregidor
on May 7, 1942, and would be held
in POW Camps there as well as
Osaka, Zentsuji POW camps in Ja-
pan. He would be liberated from
Rokuroshi Camp, Honshu, Japan on
Sept. 8, 1945, which was Blackie’s
2 7th birthday.

[Wainwright would later say that the
nurses were, and had been called
“Angels” while on Bataan although
Dr. Beth Norman reports the name
did not appear in print until 1945.
However one views the title, the
phrase “stuck”, from Norman’s de-
finitive book We Band of Angels to
atop Mount Sumat Bataan memorial
dedicated to the women on April 9,
1980. These women forged a collec-
tive persona, although individually
a very diverse group. Universally,
they were grateful to continue nurs-
ing during captivity. When Col. Ruby
Bradley, on behalf of 16 other former
POWSs present gave out a plaque to a
friend in Washingtonin 1992, it read
in the name of the “Angels of Bataan
and Corregidor”.

On Blackie’s return, she was Chief
Nurse, Randolph Field Flight Nurse
School, and then at Lowry Field, CO
with the AAC. 1st Lt. Black resigned
in November 1946 to marry Harry
Harding. Blackie remained in the
nursing Reserves until 1950.

After the war, the Hardings lived in
several areas of the Southwest and
had two children, Jac and Sandra.
Blackie had always been fascinated
with Native culture of North, Central
and later South America, and would
perfect American and then Mayan
weaving techniques in Guatemala.
She became an expert, teaching
weaving in Santa Fe and Los Alamos,
NM. In 1998 she wrote that she was
busy with genealogy; starting a small
local Weavers Guild for special
projects; and enjoying a local youth
orchestra and a Sentimental Jour-
neys Band, a group playing ‘40’s
tunes in WWII uniforms.

Blackie never forgot kindnesses, and
was generous with her encourage-
ments. In late 2006, she wrote that
she was just home from 30 days of

rehabilita-
tion that
had caused =
a signifi-
cant loss of
weight and
weakness,
but none-
theless in-
quired
about oth-
ers and i
shared information on mutual
friends. She was a resilient and en-
tertaining correspondent. POW dia-
ries were banned by the Japanese,
but after her husband death, the fam-
ily learned that both she and her hus-
band had kept POW journals, which
family retain.

More worker than “joiner”, Blackie
nonetheless supported AXPOW, ROA
and MOAA; and the DAR. Having
visited the site in 1992, she became
a solid WIMSA supporter, (she, HR
Brantley and Sally Blaine Millett were
photographed in TX for its calendar,
registering, donating, always using
the note cards and stickers; and
when ill-health meant she could not
attend the 1997 Dedication, she
wrote that she had read everything
she could in the Courier Journal and
stayed glued to CNBC to watch it. She
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Harry J. Harding and is sur-
vived by her children, 4 grandchil-
dren and 2 great grandchildren.
Blackie Harding died Aug. 16,2007
at age 88. A graveside service was
at Ft. Sam Houston National Cem-
etery on August 24, 2007 and a me-
morial service held in Kerrville in
September. Blackie, her strength,
warmth, talents and generosity will
be sorely missed. As Clarence (the
almost angel) told Jimmy Stewart’s
character in the 1947 It’s a Wonder-
ful Life, a bell has rung, and another
angel has got her wings.

Blackie’s death leaves only two re-
maining WWII POW women from the
PTO, Millie Dalton Manning in NJ and
Mary Jo Oberst in KY.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION

to honor a loved one or a former colleague
Donations are not tax-deductible.

Please feel free to make copies of this form and use when making donations.

IN MEMORY OF:

American Ex-Prisoners of War
MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION

to honor a loved one or a former colleague

Donations are not tax-deductible.

Please feel free to make copies of this form and use when making donations.

IN MEMORY OF:

Date of Death

GIVEN BY:

Date of Death

GIVEN BY:

Name

Name

Address

Address

City, state and zip code

To be contributed to the Fund.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO BE SENT TO:

City, state and zip code

To be contributed to the Fund.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO BE SENT TO:

Name

Name

Address

Address

City, state and zip code

Memorial donations should be sent to:

American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 East Pioneer Parkway #40

Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
(rev. 02/07)

City, state and zip code

Memorial donations should be sent to:

American Ex-Prisoners of War
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40

Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
(rev. 02/07)
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i 71 “The most
it engrossing and
scholarly epic I

HELL ﬁE‘EEYOND have ever seen . . .

This is the most
unique account
ever written about
the wartime ordeal
of a Bataan

| Survivor.

| You may have

| read other journals
- and diaries, but
never one like

WAR AND CAPTIVITY

JOSIAH WISTAR WORTHINGTON -
“c n CoLVG USAm u-ms A

COMPILED '\‘\.D EDITED BY e

FR mus}?m HINGTON LIFE =+ ':--
— — this.”
RAdm. Charles D. Grojean
HELL & BEY OND USN (Ret.) Exec. Dire{:tor,
A DIARY OF WAR AND Admiral Nimitz Foundation
CAPTIVITY

by Josiah Wistar Worthington, Col. V.C., U.S.A
Compiled & edited by Frances Worthington Lipe
(Full map of all Japanese POW Camps included)

Send check to: WORTHINGTON BOOKS
153 Lake Front Drive
Boerne, TX 78006

$50.00 per book
(plus $4.13 tax [if applicable] & $5.50 s&h), Total $59.14

50/350 drawing

L atest winnersdrawn in Washington, DC
March, 2007

Russell Kaufman
Mentone CA
Dorothy Farrell
Killeen TX
Gerald & Marylou Andersen
Elgin IL
Alland Grossman (Mrs.)

1st Place $922.72
2nd Place $692.04
3rd Place $461.36

4th Place $230.68

These drawings help raise money needed for our operating
expenses. They allow our members to participate in a very
worthwhile project, while giving them a chance to win. 50%
of the donations will be given to the General Fund and the
other 50% are awarded as prizes.

The amounts are determined after al donations are received.
You do not have to be present to win. Please make copies of
the tickets on the other side and offer them to your Chapter
members, family and friends. We are asking $5.00 for 6 tickets.
These donations are not tax deductible. Fill out the tickets
and send them and your donations to:

National Headquarters ~ 50/50 Drawing

3201 E. Pioneer Pkway, #40

Arlington, TX 76010-5396.

Thank you for your support of this very worthwhile project

The 106th Infantry

Division Association

Organized at
Camp Lucky Strike 1945 active
since 1946

If you are a former 106™ Infantry Division vet, were
attached to the 106th,a relative of a 106™ veteran, you

are eligible for membership in the Association.
Annual Dues $10.00 < > LIFE Membership $75.00

The CUB Magazine has been published every
quarter since August 1946.

Annual Reunions held yearly since 1947.

http://www.mm.com/user/j pk/membership.htm
Or contact John Kline, Membership Chairman
Past President ‘1 97-' 98; Editor, The CUB since 1987
M Co., 423rd Inf Regiment
11 Harold Drive
Burnsville, MN 55337-2786
Phone: 952-890-3155
Email: jpk@mm.com
106th Home Page: http://www.mm.com/user/j pk

From Among the Many

Depression Soldier Prisoner of War
The journey that led through many
traumatic and joyful experiences.

This book is a true life story of one person who
has lived 84 years as part of a unique group — some-
times called the Greatest Generation. | lay no claim
to greatness, but I've lived among heroes. | believe
this story parallels the life experiences of many of
my generation.

During WWII, | served as a soldier with Company
L, 157%™ Inf. 45 Div. | participated in 5 campaigns
and 1 invasion; | was a prisoner of war for 3 %
months.

My purpose for writing this book is to share some
true history, bring back memories and remind
people of the time when our country was in one
accord. It has been well received by those who have
read it.

$17.00 (inc. S/H)
Send check or money order to:
Wayne L. Watts, 4624 Ashley Hill Circle,

Tuscaloosa, AL 35405 Ex-POW Bulletin

205-553-8828
waywayl@aol.com. October 203017




American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Hereis my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation isnot tax deduct-
ble. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing
PLEASE PRINT

Name; Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Hereis my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deducti
ible. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396
You do not have to be present to win. Your donation isnot tax deduct-
ble. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing
PLEASE PRINT

Name; Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Hereis my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396
You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deducti
ible. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.

American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:
Here is my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.

Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396
You do not have to be present to win. Your donation isnot tax deduct-
ble. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.
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American Ex-Prisoners of War
50/50 Drawing
PLEASE PRINT

Name: Telephone: ()

Address:

City/State/Zip:
Hereis my donation of $5.00 for 6 chances to win the drawing.
Prize amounts are determined by the total amount donated.
Mail your donation American Ex-Prisoners of War
and entry to: 50/50 Drawing
3201 E. Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5396

You do not have to be present to win. Your donation is not tax deducti
ible. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Donation not required to enter.
Thank you for your support.




request for membership application
American Ex-Prisoners of War

Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip:
Membership is open to US Military and Civilians captured because of their US citizenship.
Do NOT send dueswith thisrequest Life Member ship Rates
for an application Under 35 $360
36-50 $300
Mail to: 51-60 $180
American Ex-Prisoners of War 61 & over $120
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, #40 Spouse of lifemember  $ 40
Arlington, TX 76010-5936 Annual Member ship Rates
Single Membership $ 40
(817) 649-2979 voice Husband & wife $ 50
(817)649-0109 fax

e-mail: hg@axpow.org

Order Your Personalized Autographed Copies of
Chicken Soup for the Veteran’s Soul!

For every book you purchase 20% will be donated to the American Ex-Prisoners of War Organization
For moreinfo call: 888-387-6373, fax: 888-387-6373, e-mail: remember @vetstories.com
Write: Veterans Stories, Inc., 95 Uno Lago Dr., Juno Beach, FL 33408 ~ www.vetstories.com
Whether you are aveteran yourself, are related to one or simply enjoy the rights that they fought so hard to
defend, thisremarkable book will leave you with a heightened admiration for our nation’s best.

Order Personalized Autographed Copies

#1 New York Times ~ Name:
BESTSELLING AUTHORS
Jack canfield

Mark Victor Hansen Maili ng Address
Sidney R. Slagter

Phone: Email:

Name of Person(s) to Autograph book to:

Is this Person a Veteran? Yes: No:

# of books X $14.50 + $2.50 shipping/handling per book =

Credit Card: (circle one) Mastercard Visa Discover

Credit Card #: 3 digit Security Code:

Cardholder’sName and Address:

.. Stories to Stir the Pride
e and Honor the Courage Phone
of Our Veterans

Make checks payableto: Veterans Sories, LLC,
95 Uno Lago Dr., Juno Beach, FL 33408 Ex-POW Bulletin

Questions? Call 888-387-6373 October 2007
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Name Badge Order Form
(for members only)

Actual size of badgeis

size of acredit card

National Headquarters
Arlington, Texas

PLEASE PRINT:
Name
Linel
Line 2

Name Badge with name & chapter and city: $6OO
(includes shipping and handling)

Ship to:

Street

City/State/Zip

Mail ordersto:

AXPOW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington. Texas 76010-5396

AXPOW Vest Order Form

(For membersonly)
Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Size (Men/coat, Women/chest measurement)

Long, Regular or Short

Name on front of vest

Chapter Name (back of vest)

Price: $55.00, includes shipping/handling
Pleaseallow 8-10 weeksfor delivery.

Mail ordersto:

AXPOW NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
Arlington, Texas 76010-5396

Official AXPOW Cap (specify size) 25.00 Vest Chainguard w/eagles 700  AXPOW Metal License Plate Frame 7.00
Maroon AXPOW Sport Cap 8.00 Travel Alarm Clock with case 1000  Aluminum License Plate 4.00
Eagle Sport Cap 9.00 3"Vi r_lyl Decal 1.00
Vinyl Cap Bag 3.00 3" Blazer Patch 350 3" InsideDecal 1.00
Barbed Wirepin 250 4" Blazer Patch 3.50 8" Vi r_lyl Decal 5.00
LifeMember pin 400 8 Blazer Patch 1000 12" Vinyl Decal _ 10.00
Crossed FlagsLapel pin 4.00 . L Bumper Sticker “ Freedom |s Happiness’ 2.00
Brooch pin 400 C_L OTH STRIPES  (specify which title) 2.00 Bumper Sticker “Freedom —Ask us” 2.00
. LifeMember - Chapter Commander M ic Ribb 5.00
EX-POW pin (goldtone) 4.00 . agnetic Ribbons .
Logopin 400 Past Chapter Commander - Chapter Adj/Treas Chapter Memorial Seals
POW Stamp pin 250 é&“‘gm ' tChaftg Tre@s‘ga 3sheets, $1.00; 10 sheets, $3.00; 20 sheets, 5.00
Past Chapter Commander pin 400 asteSta?palg mtenc ommar:j e Department Adiutart AXPOW Daisies(dozen) 1.50
Past Department Commander pin 4.00 ebept. Lommander - Lepartment Adjutan Inlotsof 12, (ie, 24, 36, 48, etc.-per dozen)  1.25
! ) Department Treasurer - Sr. Vice Commander Wall Clock (b included 2
Eagle pinw/Barbed Wire 7.00 ; ) Lo ock (battery included) 0.00
] ; ) Jr. ViceCommander - Chaplain - Historian AXPOW N ds (okg of 25 5.00
(specify gold, silver or antique gold) ) ) - : otecards (pkg of 25) :
- . h Service Officer - Legidative Officer ial Pr Cards (okg of 25 5.00
Necktiew/logowovenin fabric 2000 o o Chanter Officer - Past Department Officer Special Prayer Cards (pkg of 25) .
(specify regular or pre-tied) P epar AX I_:’OW Prayer Book 2.00
AXPOW Logo Bolo Tie 15.00 12x18inchAmerican Flag 500  LadiesPrayer Book 1.00
U.S. Flag Bolo Tie 1850 12x18AXPOW GravesideFlag 1000  POW Medal Poster Print 5.00
Mini POW Medal Bolo Tie 20.00  3x5ft. AXPOW Flagw/3-color logo AXPOW By-Laws 3 5.00
Goldtone Bolo Bezel w/cord 9.00  withfringe, indoor use 60.00  POW Videotape—ETO or Pecific 11.00
Logo Necklace & Pierced Earrings 10.00  with grommets, outdoor use 60.00  “Speak Out” Education Packet 6.00
2" Medalion (for plague) 4.00 Canvas Totebag w/4” logo 15.00
We accept Master Card/Visa
QUANTITY ITEM SIZE / COLOR PRICE
For orders up to 7.99, add $3.00; For orders 8.00 to 24.99, add $7.00 Shipping/Handling/Insurance:
For orders 25.00 to 49.99, add $10.00; For orders 50.00 to 99.99, add $13.00
For orders over 100.00, add $18.00 Checks/Money Order/Credit Card Accepted. I‘I’ota]: $
For credit card orders: Card # Expiration:
(Check one) Master Card Visa
Name MAIL TO:
Address AMERICAN EX-PRISONERS OF WAR
Citv. State. Zi 3201 East Pioneer Parkway, Suite 40
1y, € 4Ip Arlington, Texas 76010-5396
Phone 817-649-2979
axpowgm@aol.com




Clockwise, From top left to right:

National Commander Fletcher speaking at
ceremonies marking the end of the Korean
War at Arlington Cemetery, Washington, DC;
with VA Secretary Jim Nicholson at ceremo-
nies; Fletch with former Korean War POWs
Elliott Sortillo and Jim Delong.

8

The Ohio State Convention Highlights...“"Doc” Unger, Dept. Commander,
Gwen Benton, Commander~Barbed Wire Buckeye Chapter

.




Name Badge Order Form
(for members only)
AXPOW
3201 E Pioneer Phwy #40)
Arlington Texas 76010

Actual size of badge is 2 1/8" x 3 3/8" (size of a credit card)
Name Badge with name & chapter and city... $ 6.00
(includes shipping and handling )

PLEASEPRINT:

Ship to:
Name Sireel
Line 1 City/State/Zip
Line 2

Thank vou for supporting the American Ex-POWS with vour purchases of Natonal Merchandise.

F Subscription Rates — non members
change of address form pric s - not members

. $40.00 per year
Include vour mailing label for address change or

inquiry. If you are receiving duplicate copies, please Foreign subscriptions
send both labels. If moving, please give us your new $30.00 per year
address in the space provided. Now accepting MasterCard/Visa
? _ All orders for products sold by
Please print: AXPOW National Organization,
MName including i.|u[,'e\'f.~:l.1|151.'.ri['|ri:mﬁ
Address should be mailed to:
City/State/Zip

) S fvPric . E 15
Phone () Americain Ex-Prisoners of War

National H{;udqu:w‘rl.:rs

3201 L. Pioneer l:':n'kw:q.'. Suite 40
Arlington, TX 76010-53%6

(B17) 649-2979/ (B17) 649-0109 fax
e-mail: HQ@axpow.org

Please allow 4 weeks to make address corrections.

Mail to: Nanonal Headquarters, AXPOW, 3201 E. Pioneer
Parkway, Suite 40, Arlington, TX 76010-5396
Or fax: (B17) 649-0109

_ No collect calls, please
e-mail: Marsha.cokel@axpow.org i




